
 
FRESNO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS POLICY BOARD 

ANNOTATED AGENDA 
 Date: Thursday, July 28, 2011 
 Time: 5:30 p.m.  
   Place: COG Sequoia Conference Room 
    2035 Tulare St., Suite 201, Fresno, CA 
 
 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accommodations 
The Fresno COG offices and restrooms are ADA accessible.  Representatives or individuals with disabilities should contact 
Fresno COG at (559) 233-4148, at least 3 days in advance, to request auxiliary aids and/or translation services necessary to 
participate in the public meeting / public hearing.  If Fresno COG is unable to accommodate an auxiliary aid or translation 
request for a public hearing, after receiving proper notice, the hearing will be continued on a specified date when 
accommodations are available. 

 

 
 

NOTICE: 
FRESNO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS POLICY BOARD MEETING WILL 

BEGIN IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE FRESNO COUNTY RURAL TRANSIT AGENCY MEETING 
 

 
Fresno COG Sitting As the Transportation Policy Committee  
 
 I. TRANSPORTATION CONSENT ITEMS  

All items on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by COG staff and will be 
approved by one motion if no member of the Committee or public wishes to comment or ask questions.  If 
comment or discussion is desired by anyone, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and will be 
considered in the listed sequence with an opportunity for any member of the public to address the Committee 
concerning the item before action is taken. 

   
A. FY 2011-12 Measure “C” Claims [BESHEARS]  
 
 Summary:  $1,288,049 in Measure “C” funds are available in 2011/12 for programs administered 

through COG.  In accordance with Transportation Authority procedures, Resolution 2011-24 adopts 
claims for ADA/Seniors/Paratransit, Farmworker Van Pools, Car/Van Pools and Administrative/ 
Planning. 

 
 Action:  TTC and PAC recommend approval of the Measure “C” Claims for ADA/Seniors/Paratransit, 

Farmworker Van Pools, Car/Van Pools and Administrative/Planning by adoption of COG Resolution 
2011-24. 

 
 
B. MPO Delegation for Revised Administrative Modification Procedures – Resolution 2011-25 

[GARZA] 
 

Summary: The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) have revised the Federal Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (FSTIP)/Federal 
Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) Amendments and Administrative Modification 
Procedures.  The revisions offer greater accountability and flexibility to the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) and the Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) for Administrative 
Modifications. The revised procedures allow Caltrans to delegate to an MPO the approval of 
administrative modifications to the FSTIP. Thus MPOs with delegated authority can approve 
administrative modifications without the need for state or federal approval. This will streamline and 
shorten the process of revising the FSTIP by allowing for fewer formal amendments which generally 
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take longer to process.  In order for an MPO to receive a delegation from Caltrans to approve 
administrative modifications to the FSTIP, the MPO must submit to Caltrans a board action 
requesting the delegation to approve administrative amendments in accordance with the guidelines 
provided by FHWA and FTA.  In addition, the MPO board may delegate, through board action, the 
approval of administrative modifications to the executive director.  Fresno COG has an adopted 
“Executive-Director Delegation” to approve formal amendments on behalf of the Policy Board.   
 
Action: TTC and PAC recommend approval of COG Resolution 2011-25, the resolution to request 
the delegation from Caltrans to approve administrative modifications to the FSTIP. Staff also 
recommends that the board delegation be given to the Fresno COG Executive Director to approve 
administrative modifications on behalf of the Fresno COG Policy Board.     
 
 

C. Fresno Clovis Metropolitan Area (FCMA) Multi-Modal Corridor Land Use Integration Project 
Update [SOBRADO] 

  
Summary:  In March 2011, the City of Fresno applied for and received a Caltrans Planning Grant for 
the Fresno County Metropolitan Area (FCMA) Multi-Modal Corridor Land Use Integration Partnership 
Project.   With $276,000 in requested funding and a $69,000 local match, the total project cost is 
$345,000. 
  
With participation from Fresno COG, the cities of Fresno, Clovis, Sanger, Kerman, and Caltrans, the 
FCMA Multi-Modal Corridor Land Use Integration Partnership Project seeks to: 
  
- Focus on preserving a multi-modal corridor system, 
- Focus on corridors along State Routes 99, 41, 168, and 180 as well as parallel roads to the State 
highways to develop a seamless transportation system around and through the FCMA, 
- Plan for a multi-modal corridor system for the FCMA, and 
- Produce products that can be utilized for subsequent Caltrans System Planning activities, the City 
of Fresno's General Plan update, the development of the Sustainable Communities Strategy required 
by SB 375, and more. 
  
This project is slated to be completed by June 30, 2012.  Because of the tight deadline associated 
with this project, the City of Fresno will be retaining the services of a qualified consultant to complete 
the majority of tasks. 
  
Action:  This is an informational item.  Direction may be given at the discretion of the Policy Board. 
 
  

D.  State and Local Partnership Competitive Grant Opportunity-Due August 15th [GARZA] 

Summary: The Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006, 
approved by the voters as Proposition 1B on November 7, 2006, authorized $1 billion to be deposited 
in the State-Local Partnership Program (SLPP) Account to be available, upon appropriation by the 
Legislature, for allocation by the California Transportation Commission over a five-year period to 
eligible transportation projects nominated by an applicant transportation agency. The Bond Act 
required a dollar for dollar match of local funds for an applicant agency to receive state funds under 
the program.  In 2008, the Legislature enacted implementing legislation (AB 268) to add Article 11 
which defines the purpose and intent of the program, defines the eligibility of applicants, projects, and 
matching funds.  It states that 95% of program funds will be distributed by formula to match voter-
approved transportation taxes and fees and that the remaining 5% shall be available for a 
competitive grant application program to match uniform developer fees.  
 
Caltrans is currently accepting project information and funding requests for the SLPP 
competitive grant program until August 15, 2011.   Each project can be funded up to $1,000,000.  
Normally, there are $9.8 million available to program competitive projects, but this depends on 
whether all projects were delivered the previous year. Last year, Caltrans awarded $10.8 million 
because a project was deleted from the program. There are still 2 more cycles remaining under this 
program: 2011/2012 and 2012/2013.  
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Agencies can submit project information using the Project Programming Request form that is used 
for STIP projects. There is no actual SLPP project application for this competitive grant program. The 
guidelines to submit a request are available at 
http://www.catc.ca.gov/programs/SLPP/SLPP_2010_2011_Final_Guidelines.pdf.   

 
 Action:  This is an information item.  Direction may be given at the discretion of the Policy Board. 
 
 
E.   Statewide Delivery Status of Safety Projects in the 2010/11 Federal Fiscal Year [GARZA]  

 
Summary: As the end of the 2010/11 Federal Fiscal year is approaching, Caltrans is asking that all 
of the regions statewide, review the list of projects that are funded through the various Safety 
Programs to ensure that the Obligation Authority is delivered at 100%.  According to Caltrans, in the 
past 3 FFYs, obligations throughout the various regions in the state have continued to increase each 
year, but have never delivered 100% of their Obligation Authority (OA).  As of May 2011, the 2010/11 
Cumulative Federal Obligations are at the lowest levels since the inception of the three safety 
programs; Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP), High Risk Rural Roads (HRRR), and Safe 
Routes to School (SRTS) for the entire state.  Caltrans has revised the delivery requirements in effort 
to increase the statewide delivery, and now requires a project to meet the first milestone of delivery 
within 6 months after the project is programmed in the FTIP (irrespective of the programmed year).     
 
Caltrans research has shown that some of the recognized contributing factors at the local level 
causing a low delivery of safety projects are economic conditions that have resulted in staff 
reductions, lower delivery priorities and low profile projects as compared to other federal programs.  
Because of the recent changes to the delivery requirements, there seems to also be many 
misunderstandings between how projects in federal safety programs are programmed in the FTIP 
and how the projects can be obligated before their programmed year.  Agencies need to understand 
that the FFY that a project is programmed in should not affect the agency from delivering the project 
in the most expedited manner possible by the agency.  Through the use of Expedited Project 
Selection Process (EPSP), a project phase can be advanced and delivered in the current federal 
fiscal year if capacity is available.  So far, Caltrans has had enough capacity to advance project 
phases to the current FFY and encourages all regions to deliver the first phase before the 6 month 
milestone.    
 
ACTIONS NEEDED AND NEXT STEPS:  During the remainder of the 2010/11 FFY:  Local 
Agencies should assess their federal safety projects and submit all RFAs for PE, ROW and/or CON 
that can be completed this FFY – Irrespective of the FFY it’s programmed in.  There should be a 
special focus on PE authorizations, as they can be completed with minimal staff time.  Almost 
all HSIP Cycle 4 projects should receive PE authorization in the 2010/11 FFY because they have all 
been programmed in the FTIP.  Fresno COG staff has worked with the local agencies to advance 
and obligate the PE phase for most of the Safety projects in the FTIP; and those that have not been 
obligated, are currently pending the authorization approval from Caltrans. 
 
During the first half of the 2011/12 FFY:  Given almost all SRTS, HRRR and HSIP (Cycle 1, 2 and 
3) projects that are not already in construction have a CON milestone date during the 2011/12 FFY;  
Agencies with one of these projects will need to meet this milestone to remain eligible for future 
Federal Safety funding.     
 
Having good program delivery in 2011/12 will create more programming capacity in the 2013 FTIP.  
This will increase the funds available for future Calls for Federal Safety Projects. 
 
Action: This is an information item.  Direction may be given at the discretion of the Policy Board.  
 
 

F. Use of Toll Credits [GARZA] 
  

Summary: ISTEA permitted the use of certain toll revenue expenditures as a credit toward the non-
Federal matching share of all programs.  Federal-aid highway projects typically require the project 
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sponsors to provide non-federal funds as match to the federal funds, such as a minimum of 11.47% 
of non-federal match funds for STP projects.  Through the use of toll-credits, the non-federal share 
match requirement can be met by applying an equal amount of toll credit; therefore, allowing a 
project to be funded with up to 100% federal funds for federally participating costs to the extent that 
credits are available. 
 
Caltrans received conditional approval from FHWA for $5.7 billion of toll credit and has established 
an interim toll credit policy covering the three-year demonstration period of FY 2009-10 through FY 
2011-12. The policy will be evaluated prior to implementation of a final policy for FY 2012-13 and 
beyond. The use of toll credits for STP/CMAQ and FTA Formula FG funds is at the discretion of the 
RTPA/designated recipient.  Currently, toll credits can be used on all federal-aid highway funding 
programs, except Emergency Relief (ER) Program, Local Safety Programs, and Local On-system 
Highway Bridge Program (HBP) projects. The limit of toll credit use on Safety program projects and 
On-system HBP projects is due to the fact that all available funds have been fully programmed. FTA 
transfers are also eligible to use toll credits.  Though toll credits can be used for CMAQ funds, 
agencies should use the CMAQ 100% Energy Act Extension funds.   
 
Caltrans' Division of Mass Transportation (DMT) and MPOs/RTPAs have been working with the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to develop a toll credit tracking system and to secure FTA's 
approval for the use of toll credit on transit projects funded by FTA grants and FTA transfers funded 
by transferred RSTP funds. CMAQ funded FTA transfers are currently excluded because they 
already qualify for 100% federal reimbursement under the Energy Act.  With the recent approval of 
Caltrans Division of Mass Transportation's (DMT) use of toll credit on Section 5310, 5311, and 5316 
grants by the FTA, Caltrans is one step closer to implementing the toll credit use for all transit 
projects, including the FTA transfers.  In general, in order for FTA transfers to be able to use toll 
credit, they need to follow the same requirements as other transit projects, such as FTIP 
programming and MPO/RTPA concurrence, etc.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Toll credits do not generate any additional federal funding or financial capacity. Its 
use is merely to meet the non-federal match requirement of the federal participating cost. As such, 
when toll credit is used in lieu of the non-federal share cash match, it will help those projects that 
would otherwise be delayed for the lack of matching funds. The amount of toll credit a state can use 
each year is limited by the amount of annual Federal Obligation Authority (OA).  
 
Toll credits can be used in any phase of a federal-aid projects, Preliminary Engineering, Right of 
Way, or Construction, as long as that phase of work has not been authorized.  
 
Fresno COG is exploring the use of Toll Credits for projects programmed in 11/12 FFY of the Federal 
Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) as deemed necessary and as long as obligational 
authority and financial capacity is available. COG staff will work with the respective member agencies 
to ensure the use of toll credit is appropriate and that such use is properly programmed in the FTIP, 
and subsequently in the FSTIP.  If proposed by any member agency, toll credits may be used on a 
case-by-case basis for specific projects that have phases programmed in 10/11 in order to maximize 
the OA delivery.    
 
Action:  This is an information item.  Direction may be given at the discretion of the Policy Board. 

 
 
G. Air Quality Updates [DAWSON]  
 

Summary:  
EPA issues Partial Approval and Partial Disapproval PM2.5 State Implementation Plan:   
In February 2011, I reported that EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) had proposed a partial 
approval and partial disapproval of the San Joaquin Valley 2008 PM2.5 Plan (November 2010). The 
disapproval required parts of the plan (prepared by the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution 
Control District and the California Air Resources Board) to address and strengthen the State 
Implementation Plan (SIP) which provides detail on the procedures to be followed to meet the 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards.  
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EPA planned to issue a new proposal in May.  On July 13, 2011 EPA published a second notice in 
the Federal Register proposing to approve in part, and disapprove in part, the San Joaquin Valley 
2008 PM2.5 Plan (containing the revisions made in 2010 and 2011).  Basically, all the inadequacies 
of the PM2.5 Plan have been successfully addressed and approved, except for the contingency 
measures. 

 
In addition: the California Air Resources Board (ARB) announced June 20, 2011 that revised 
conformity budgets will be considered for approval at the July 21, 2011 ARB public hearing. 
Revisions and technical corrections are proposed to the 8-Hour Ozone SIP and PM2.5 State 
emission budgets, with adoption scheduled during the July 21, 2011 ARB Board Meeting. The eight 
valley MPOs are in the process of reviewing the proposed revised conformity budgets to assess 
potential impacts to the local conformity process.  
 
In order to continue project delivery, and due to the many uncertainties of this “disapproval proposal” 
process, Fresno COG amended the 2011 RTP and 2011 FTIP, and drafted a new Transportation 
Conformity Analysis in April of 2011, receiving Federal approval May 24, 2011.  All projects that were 
able to be moved forward were incorporated in the amendments.  
 
 A summary explaining this action is included in your packet.   Staff will continue to update the 
committees as new information becomes available. 

Action:  This is an information item.  Direction may be given at the discretion of the Policy Board. 
 

 
H. 2011 TIGER Grant Availability [MONGE/GARZA] 

Summary:   On July 1, 2011 the Department of Transportation (DOT) issued an Interim Notice of 
Funding Availability for the 2011 TIGER+ Discretionary Grants.  DOT is authorized to award 
$526.944 million in TIGER+ Discretionary Grant funds pursuant to Div. B of the Department of 
Defense and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2011 (Pub. L. 112-010, Apr. 15, 2011). This 
appropriation is similar, but not identical to the appropriation for the “TIGER” program authorized and 
implemented pursuant to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009, and the 
National Infrastructure Investments or “TIGER II” program under the FY 2010 Appropriations Act. 
Given that funds have now been appropriated for these similar programs in three separate statutes, 
DOT is referring to the grants for National Infrastructure Investments under the FY 2011 Continuing 
Appropriations Act simply as “TIGER Discretionary Grants.” As with the TIGER and TIGER II 
programs, funds for the FY2011 TIGER program are to be awarded on a competitive basis for 
projects that will have a significant impact on the Nation, a metropolitan area or a region. 

More information and a copy of the full Interim Notice of Funding Availability can be found at 
www.dot.gov/tiger.  A half-day seminar on Lessons on How to Compete for a USDOT TIGER Grant 
was held on Monday July 18, 2011; the taped webcast and power point presentation from that 
seminar can be viewed at 
http://mediasite.yorkcast.com/webcast/Viewer/?peid=d52bbcdc6c9440a3b521eb0c33286e541d.  A 
list of Frequently Asked Questions from the programs website is included in your packet.  If you have 
any questions please contact Lindsey Monge or Melissa Garza at 559-233-4148. 

Action:   This is an information item.  Direction may be given at the discretion of the Policy Board.  
 

  
 II. TRANSPORTATION ACTION / DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 
  A. Request to Initiate a Measure “C” Expenditure Plan Amendment [BOREN]  
 
    Summary:   Fresno COG has received a letter from the “Fresno Works” High Speed Rail Committee 

requesting that the COG and the Fresno County Transportation Authority initiate a Measure “C” Plan 
Amendment to set aside $1.5 million of Measure “C” funding to purchase real estate “options” on the 
property that has been identified as the  most appropriate Fresno County location for the future  High 
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Speed Rail Heavy Maintenance Facility (see enclosed map).  The source of the funding would come 
from the $25 million that was previously set aside by the COG/FCTA via Measure “C” Amendment # 1 
(enclosure).  The funding set aside in Amendment # 1 is limited to issues (land acquisition, 
infrastructure, planning, design and engineering activities, etc) associated with development of the 
High Speed Rail Heavy Maintenance Yard.  

 
    As a recap, you may recall that utilization of the $25 million was “conditioned” upon Fresno being 

awarded the Heavy Maintenance Facility, however over the course of the last year, consensus has 
emerged from the Fresno Works Committee that in order to be truly competitive with the other San 
Joaquin Valley communities that are also seeking the Heavy Maintenance Facility, it is imperative that 
we have the real estate for the Heavy Maintenance Facility under our control “prior” to the California 
High Speed Rail Authority making its decision on the location of the Heavy Maintenance Facility.  
Specific to that point, the California High Speed Rail Authority is currently on record as stating that 
they anticipate making the decision on the location of the Heavy Maintenance Facility in early 2012. 

 
Transportation Technical Committee Discussion:  Initial questions were centered on the issue of 
are there were any known prospects of developers building on the subject property prior to the 
decision by the Rail Authority. Staff responded that it was unknown at this time regarding developer 
interest in the property. Mr. Prandini asked for clarification on who would determine the location of the 
facility. Staff responded that ultimately it would be the California High Speed Rail Authority.  
 
Given that understanding, Mr. Prandini (BIA) voiced his concerns about the amount of uncertainty 
and risk involved with purchasing the options, given that the Fresno Works Committee had identified 
which of the 700 acres they deemed suitable for the Maintenance Facility rather than the California 
High Speed Rail Authority. Others felt that purchasing the real estate options made the area more 
attractive for the Maintenance Facility.  Mr. Mozier (Fresno) stated that there is known interest in the 
land close to where the proposed facility is located.  
 
Following the discussion, a motion was made by Ken Hamm (Fresno) and seconded by Janet Dailey 
(Fresno County) to recommend that the Policy Board authorize setting aside $1.5 million of Measure 
“C” funding to purchase real estate “options” on the property identified.  A vote was called for and the 
motion carried with a “no” vote by Mr. Prandini (BIA). 

 
   Policy Advisory Committee Discussion:  There was general discussion regarding the amendment 

request and the risks involved.  It was pointed out that sometimes risks need to be taken for the good 
of the region.  Other questions regarding the construction funding for the Maintenance Facility were 
raised, as well as questions as to what other areas are still in the running for the Maintenance Facility..   

 
   Rob Woolley (Clovis) stated that while he is in full support of the Maintenance Facility, he felt that he 

could not support jeopardizing taxpayer money by purchasing the real estate options.  Others felt that 
it was an opportunity that should not be passed up. Ron Manfredi (Kerman) pointed to the UC Merced 
campus as a project where the Fresno community was passed by because of not being prepared.   

 
   Following the discussion, a motion was made by Ron Manfredi (Kerman) to recommend that the Policy 

Board authorize setting aside $1.5 million of the Measure “C” funding to purchase real estate “options” 
on the property that has been identified.  The motion was seconded by Jose Ramirez (Firebaugh).  A 
vote was called for and the motion carried with eight members in favor, a “no” vote by Clovis and 
abstention by Kingsburg.   

    
Action: This is an action item.  Direction may be given at the discretion of the Policy Board. 

 
 
  B. High Speed Rail Update [BOREN] 
 

Summary: Staff will provide a verbal update on High Speed Rail planning activities.  
 
Action:  This is an information item.  Direction may be given at the discretion of the Policy Board. 
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  C. Caltrans Report [CALTRANS] 
 

Summary:  Caltrans staff will provide an update at the Policy Board meeting.  A copy of the Quarterly  
Caltrans Update is included in the meeting package.  
 
Action: This is an information item.  Direction may be given at the discretion of the Policy Board. 

 
 
Fresno COG Sitting As the Fresno Council of Governments Policy Board  
 

 III. REAFFIRM ALL ACTIONS TAKEN WHILE SITTING AS THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE 
 
  
 IV. ADMINISTRATIVE CONSENT ITEMS 

All items on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by COG staff and will be 
approved by one motion if no member of the Committee or public wishes to comment or ask questions.  If 
comment or discussion is desired by anyone, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and will be 
considered in the listed sequence with an opportunity for any member of the public to address the Committee 
concerning the item before action is taken. 

 

 
  A. June 30, 2011 Executive Minutes  
 
 
  B. Monthly Legislative Update [GARZA] 
 

Summary: The enclosed report includes current bills in the 2011 legislative session that are relevant to the 
COG. 
 
 To locate current and past year state bill information go to the Official California Legislative 

Information webpage at:  http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/ 
 
 To locate current and past year federal bill information go to THOMAS, The Library of Congress’s bill 

information website (in the spirit of Thomas Jefferson) at:  http://thomas.loc.gov/ 
 
Please contact staff person, Melissa Garza, if you have any questions. 
 

Action: This is an information item.  Direction may be given at the discretion of the Policy Board. 
 
 

  C. Legislative Platform [GARZA]  
 

Summary:  The most current adopted 2011Legislative Platform is a document that includes the 
advocacy priorities of the Fresno COG in state and federal legislative matters.  It represents a unified 
voice when communicating legislative priorities to our state and federal lawmakers as well as to 
relevant state and federal agencies.  It also provides guidance to the Fresno COG staff and the 
lobbying partners when advocating on behalf of the Policy Board.  The final legislative platform reflects 
the most current priorities for advocacy during the 2011 state and federal legislative sessions.   
 
Last month, COG staff provided a notification that during recent Policy Board meetings, several board 
members expressed concerns in regards to taking positions on issues or priorities that are non-
transportation related. Because the approved Legislative Platform does include non-transportation 
related priorities, it is necessary to amend and readopt an updated legislative platform to align with the 
priorities and concerns of the policy board members. COG staff requested that Policy Advisory 
Committee (PAC) members voluntarily create a subcommittee to review and update the platform in 
order to address the concerns of the Policy Board. There were three PAC members who volunteered 
to be on the subcommittee which included Lou Martinez (City of Parlier), Lynn Gorman (Fresno 
County), and Cruz Ramos (San Joaquin) that will meet in July and August to recommend approval of 
the updated platform during the Policy Board meeting in September.    
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Action:  This is an information item.  Direction may be given at the discretion of the Policy Board. 
 

 
 V. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION / DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 
  A. SB 325-Request for Letter of Sponsorship [GARZA]  
  

Summary: SB 325, originally supported by Fresno COG in March 2011, was introduced by Senator Rubio 
(D-Kern) to provide for the formation and development of a administrative structure, the Central California 
Rail Authority (Authority), whose primary focus would be identification and protection of short-haul rail lines in 
the Counties of Kern, Kings, Tulare, Fresno and Merced from abandonment. The bill states that the Authority 
will be governed by a Board of Directors consisting of elected officials as appointed by each participating 
Councils of Governments.  The Authority would be utilized as an administrative entity to discourage or 
prevent the abandonment, discontinuance of service, sale, or bankruptcy of short-line railroads in the 
respective counties. Practically speaking, from a transportation perspective, once the rail line has been 
abandoned, it becomes very difficult, if not impossible, for a public entity to go back and reclaim the corridor.  
This is due primarily to the reversion of land ownership rights, and the necessary environmental review 
processes that are required.   
 
When it is possible, the Authority intends to use local funding sources to purchase short haul lines before 
further abandonments can occur and then lease the line to operators who have an interest in maintaining the 
track for profit.  The Authority will be administered through a joint powers agreement among Fresno, Tulare, 
Kings and the Kern Councils of Government, with the option for the Counties of Madera, Stanislaus, and San 
Joaquin to elect to join the authority.  Kern Council of Governments and Tulare County have worked closely 
with Senator Rubio’s office in developing SB 325.   
 
The California Department of Finance has specifically requested that each COG named in the bill submit a 
letter of sponsorship which would then take the fiscal requirements off of the state for any incidental costs 
incurred by the Central California Railroad Authority.  The bill is currently identified as a "state mandated local 
program" and the sponsorship letter will help eliminate the concerns that the Department of Finance has in 
regards to its potential fiscal impact when providing the fiscal analysis to the Legislature. SB 325 is out of 
Assembly Appropriations and is headed to the Assembly floor, which will then be taken up for a floor vote 
after the Summer Recess, expected after August 15, 2011.   
 

   Action: Staff recommends that the Policy Board formally sponsor SB 325. 
 
   
  B. Request for Letter of Support – Central Valley Transportation Center [MARK GARZA]  
 

Summary: Mark Garza, Kings Canyon Unified School District, is asking for a letter from the Policy 
Board in support of the development & construction of The City of Reedley and Kings Canyon Unified 
School Districts Central Valley Transportation Center (CVTC). This innovative state-of-the-art project is 
a multi agency partnership with a consolidation of services within our region; the project is located on 
approximately 40 acres that has been purchased in southeast Reedley adjacent to the City of Reedley’s 
Industrial park & the newly constructed Sports Park. Both the CEQA and NEPA review processes have 
been completed and the Joint Powers Authority/CVTC is in the process of finalizing plans to start phase 
I with grants already secured for the alternative fueling infrastructure. 
  
The JPA/CVTC board members recently met with the Economic Development Agency (EDA) in an 
attempt to secure $3 million to help construct the workforce training center, a centerpiece of the CVTC.  
According to the EDA this project is an excellent candidate and a fundable project as it meets many of 
EDA’s requirements and goals, with the potential of creating over five hundred new Green jobs over the 
next few years. EDA has encouraged Mr. Garza to apply for the next funding cycle with their full 
support. 
 
The Central Valley Transportation Center will serve and support the transportation needs of the 
communities, city, county, school district, other governmental organizations, and public, private school 
partners. These needs include, but are not limited to, providing alternative fuels not currently available 
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such as bio diesel blend fuels, E-85, compressed natural gas, hybrid electric both slow and fast 
charging ports, and ethanol blend fuels.  Other shared needs also include service and repair for clean 
air retrofit devices, vehicle wash service, preventative maintenance, secure and safe parking, safety 
inspections, plus train the next generation of green technicians.  
  
This facility will be a state-of-the-art High Performance LEED certified project that will include 1.5 mega 
watts of photovoltaic energy and is designed to serve and support our newly acquired green fleet, 
Hybrid Electric School Busses to demonstrate to the region a sustainable Green technology, while 
protecting the environment. 
 
This project uniquely combines shared resources from the School District and City of Reedley to 
mitigate environmental problems and help address our rising operational costs while taking seriously 
needed steps to attack the second dirtiest air quality in our nation. This project will be a model to be 
replicated throughout the state. 
  
This project will incorporate career technical opportunities, workforce training center, photovoltaic 
training and internships in the clean air vehicle technology and fuel arena for students and adults in one 
of the most impoverished regions in the nation. Reedley College one of our JPA partners has 
committed to provide the educational training at this facility when constructed. This Regional 
Transportation Center will help build a stable workforce in a region devastated with high unemployment 
rates ranging from 32% - 42% and will combine our dwindling and limited resources while expanding 
full time employment opportunities in the region devastated by these high unemployment rates. 
  
Mr. Garza recently presented this project to the Latino Mayors Coalition and they voted unanimously 
to support the project. Mr. Garza is also requesting that Fresno COG not only support the project but 
consider this important regional project for the “One Voice” priority project list. The link to a video 
describing the project is: 
http://www.kcusd.com/190310122217550710/podcasts/browse.asp?A=399&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=55172  
 

   Action: Authorize the Policy Board Chair to sign a letter of support.  
 
     
  C. California Consulting LLC Report [SAMUELIAN] 
 

Summary: Steve Samuelian, California Consulting, LLC will provide a verbal report at the Policy Board 
meeting.  A written report for July will be handed out at the meeting.  
 

   Action:  Information item. Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Policy Board. 
 

 
VI.  OTHER BUSINESS  
 
  A. Items from Staff 
   1.  No August meetings 
   2.  Annual Parking Permits will be distributed at the meeting 
 

B. Items from Members 
 
 
 

VII.  CLOSED SESSION 
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  A. Public Employee Performance Evaluation – Executive Director 
  B. Possible Conference with Labor Negotiator (Government Code Section 54957.6) 
   Agency Negotiator (Board Member, to be chosen by COG Policy Board);  
   Unrepresented Employee: Executive Director 
 
  
VIII.  OPEN SESSION 
  A. Discussion & Approval of Executive Director Employment Contract 
 

 
IX.  PRESENTATIONS 

 
A. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the COG on items within its jurisdiction 
but not on this agenda.  Note:  Prior to action by the COG on any item on this agenda, the public may 
comment on that item.  Unscheduled comments may be limited to 3 minutes. 

 
 

Fresno COG Sitting As the Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Authority  
 
 
X.   ABANDONED VEHICLE ABATEMENT 
 
  A. Abandoned Vehicle Abatement – FY 2010/11 Second Quarter Summary Status Report [THOMPSON] 
 

Summary:  Status reports are typically submitted quarterly to ensure proper distribution of funding to the 
member agencies.  This status report contains the following information: 

 
 The gross amount of money received by the Authority from the Abandoned Vehicle Trust Fund 

during the quarter. 
 An itemized statement of the Abandoned Vehicle Trust Fund monies expended by the Authority 

during the quarter. 
 An accounting of money expended for major purchases, if any. 
 An accounting of unexpended revenues from the Abandoned Vehicle Trust Fund. 
 An accounting of the total number of vehicles and parts thereof abated by the Authority during the 

quarter. 
 

The enclosure for this item indicates the level of activity and distribution of funding to the member 
agencies.  During the quarter, member agencies expended $176,420.77 conducting AVA activities.  A total 
of 936 vehicles were abated this quarter, compared to 983 vehicles abated during the same quarter of the 
previous fiscal year. 

 
Action:  PAC recommends acceptance of the Abandoned Vehicle Abatement FY 2010/11 Second 
Quarter Summary Status Report. 

 
 

 
 

*Items listed as information still leave the option for guidance/direction actions by the Committee. 
 

**All enclosures are available on our website at www.fresnocog.org – Committees and Agendas 
 
 

 
 


