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The Honorable Daniel Lipinski
1717 Longworth HOB
Washington, IDC 20515-1303

Dear Dandel:

‘The Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure is crafting new surface transportation
authorization legislation to replace the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity
Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) (P.L. 109-59), which expites on September 30, 2009.

This legislation will transform our sutface transportation programs by strengthening the
current Federal-state-Jocal partnership, ensuring that programs meet specific performance-based

metrcs, and providing for greater transparency and accountability for Federal, state, and local
decision-making.

Under current law, the U.S. Department of Transportation, States, Metropolitan Planning
Organizations, and public transit agencies are responsible for the vast majority of surface
transpottation investment decisions. Although the current Federal-state-local parmership has served
highway and transit systems well, not all communities are treated equally in the decision-making
process.

To complement the work done by these agencies, and to ensure that the needs of the
communities that we represent are full partners in these important programs, a small percentage of
the overall investment of the authorization bill will be available for Member-designated, High
Priority Projects (“HPPs”). As elected Members of Congress, we ate uniquely responsible and
accountable to our constituents; as such, we must be responsive to them by investing in worthwhile
projects critical to our districts that may otherwise not be funded. The Committee will accept
requests from Members of Congress to designate funding for High Priority Projects to ensure that
the diverse transportation needs of our districts — urban, suburban, and rural — are addressed with
the investment provided in this legislation.

The new authorization legislation will include a strong focus on performance and
accountability, and these same high standards will be applied throughout the High Priority Project
submission and selection process. To address concems that have been raised with the Member-
designated High Priotity Project program authorized in SAFETEA~LU and prior surface
transportation legislation, and to ensure that projects that receive funding in this surface
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transportation authorization act result in tangible transportation and safety benefits, the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure has adopted the following principles for Member-designated
High Prionity Projects:

‘3’\"

The Committee requires all projects to meet eligibility criteria under Title 23
(Highways) or Chapter 53 of Title 49 (Public Transit) of the United States Code to ensure
that HPPs comply with highway and transit program objectives. In addidon, the
Committee specifically prohibits HPP funding for non-surface transportation
projects, such as funding of transportation museums, horse trails, historic
battlefields, and othet non-transportation projects.

The Committee requires Members to provide specific information on the type,
location, total cost, percentage of total cost that the request would finance, and
benefits of the project, in order for the Committee to effectively analyze the merits of the
project request.

The Committee requires Members to specifically identify funding to finance at least
80 percent of the total cost of the phase or segment of the project requested by either
(1) the amount requested by the Member; or (2) the amount requested by the
Member and other specifically designated Federal, state, local, or private funding
sources. The intent of this provision is to increase the likelihood that construction of the
project will be underway during the term of the act.

"T'o ensure that HPPs have significant state or local support, the Committee requires
Members to provide at least one letter of support for the project from the state
Department of Transportation or affected local government or governmental agency.

The Committee requires such government or agency to specify the process that will be
followed to provide an opportunity for public comment (such as the Environmental
Irnpact Statement or other permitting process that requires public review) on the project.
"The Committee also requires such government or agency to identify other Federal, state,
local, or private funding sources that may be used to advance the project.

To ensure greater transparency and accountability for HPPs, the Committee establishes

the following transparency and accountability principles:

= Members are required to certify that neither the Member nor his or her spouse
has any financial interest in a project requested;

Members are requited to post requests for projects on the Member’s website;
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The Committee will afford the U.S. Department of Transportation at least 20

days to review all project requests to ensure that the projects meet program
eligibility criteria;

. A list of all Member-designated High Priority Projects that are included in the
bill will be posted on the Committee website; and

= A copy of all Member financial interest cestifications for HPPs that are
included in the bill will be posted on the Committee website.

> The Committee intends to repeal priér ISTEA and TEA 21 project designations that
have not proceeded to construction or have remaining unused funds to ensure the
effective use of highway and transit funds.

The Committee will accept HPP requests that adhere to these specific principles
beginning on April 27, 2009, and ending on May 8. 2009. Members will have the opportunity to
submit project requests through the Committee’s online database, which will be located at
hutp:/ /hpp. transportation. house goy. Members will be required to submit both electronic and hard
copies of all High Priority Project requests. Online answers to the enclosed questionnaire will be
required for each project submission.

We strongly recommend that Members immediately begin to compile the
information and letters of support necessary to complete their project requests.

To assist Members in this process, the Committee will hold a series of staff briefings and
question-and-answer sessions for Congressional staff, as follows:

Date Time Location

Apnl 8, 2009 2:00 p.m. 2167 Rayburn HOB
April 15, 2009 2:00 p.m. 2167 Rayburn HOB
April 24, 2009 10:00 am. 2167 Rayburn HOB
May 1, 2009 2:00 p.m. 2167 Rayburn HOB

In addition, on Apzl 28, 2009, in room 2167 of the Rayburn House Office Building, the
Subcommittee on Highways and Transit will hold a hearing to receive testimony from Members of
Congtess regarding project requests. Although participating in the hearing will not impact the
inclusion of a requested project in this legislation, the hearing will provide an opportunity for
Members to publicly discuss the needs of their district and the merits of their project requests. If

you are interested in participating in this hearing, piease coptact the Subcommittee on Highways and
Transit staff ar (202) 225-9989.
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1f you have any questions about the High Priority Project submission process, please have
your staff contact Jackie Schmitz of the Majority staff of the Subcommittee on Highways and
Transit at Jackie Schmitz@mailhouse.goy or {202) 225-9989, or Dan Veoni of the Republican staff
of the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit at Dan.Veoni@mail house.gov or (202) 225-6715.

We believe that Member-designated projects can play an appropriate role in the upcomng
surface transpottation authorization act, and that the High Priority Project reform principles will
ensute that projects that receive funding will result in tangible transportation and sefety benefits.

We appreciate your willingness to work with us to ensure that this process meets the highest
standards of transparency and accountability.

Sincerely,

S “(’%

es L. Oberstar, M.C.

] L. Mic

Peler Al DeFazi{y.C.
Chairman

Subcommittee on Highways & Transit Subcommittee on Highways & Transit

Enclosure



Federal Transportation Authorization for 2009

{This list includes the costs to complete work on projects during the duration of the next authorization period)
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San Joaquin Valley Tier [ State Route 99
Goods Movement Projects. Cost: $909 Million

Project 1:

Project Sponsor:

Project Cost:

Near Lodi to Sacramento CL Widen from 4 lanes to 6 lanes
San Joaquin Councii of Governments
8180 million

Project 2: Near Modesto from Carpenter Rd to San Joaquin Cl. Widen from 6 lanes fo 8 lanes

Project Sponsor: Stanislaus Council of Governmenis

Project Cost: $73 million

Project 3: Near Modesto at Re-aligned SR 132 West Construct New Bridge Structure and Expressway from
SR 99 to Dakota Rd.

Project Sponsor: Stanistaus Council of Governments

Project Cost: 3110 miflion

Project 4:
Project Cost:

Project Sponsor:

North of Atwater from Hammet Ave to Stanislaus CL Widen from 4 lanes o 6 lanes
380 million
Merced County Association of Governments

Project 5:

Project Sponsor:

Project Cost:

Near Madera from Ave 7 to Ave 12 widening to 6 ianes
Madera County Transportation Commission
$68 miltion

Project 6;

Project Sponsor:

Project Cost:

Ceder Ave./North Ave Interchange Modify interchanges
Council of Fresno County Governments
364 million

Project 7:

Project Sponsor:

Project Cost:

In Visalia at Betty Dr. Interchange Reconstruct/widen interchange
Tuiare County Association of Governments
$56 miflion

Project 8:

Project Sponsor:

Project Cost:

in Tulare from Prosperity to Goshen Widen from 4 lanes o0 6 lanes
Tutare County Association of Governments
$205 million

Project 9:

Project Sponsor:

Project Cost:

in Bakersfield at Rte 99/58 Fwy to Fwy Interchange Widen Connector ramp
Kern Council of Governments
$15 million

Project 10:

Project Sponsor:

Project Cost:

In Bakersfield from SR 119 to Wilson Rd Widen from 6 fanes tc & lanes
Kem Council of Governments
558 miflion

Note: Project numbers are NOT an indication of priority ranking. They are for identification purposes only and

generally north to south.
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L ocal Assistance Obligation Plan
Obligation Authority needs for remainder of FFY 2009

AB 1012 Requirements
Due: April 1, 2008

(Should include all obligations from April 1, 2009 and later)

Attachment 4

Raplace existing 4-way stop contrel at
intersection of North and Cedar with fully
activated traffic signad. 4 legs of

GIHCOFCG City of Fresn{ FRE 040109 North and Cedar intersection will be modified. 1292009 44000
Compietion of the Sugar Pine Trai from
Chestmd to Copper, 8 Class | bikeway
GICOFCG City of Fresn{FRE 070109 Chestnut to Copper and pedesiran trail. 31642009 546000
Streetscape Beaulification project on
Broadway batween Divisadero and
Tuslumne, inciuding diagonal parking,
pedestrian improvements and
6|COFCG City of FresntFRE 090607 Broadway landscaping. 2612009 45000
Installation of a traffic signal at the
intersactions of McKinley/Huges and
B8|COFCG City of Fresnd FRE 090608 McKinley Avenug McKinley/Marks. 413072008 75000
Lump Sum AG Overlays on various
6{COFCG City of Fresp{FRE 090611 eligible routes. 6/15/2009 036400
Al Intersection of Ghestout Avenue and
Kings Canyon Road; install Traffic Flow
Ghestrut at Kings Improvements Inciuding [Dual Lefi-Tum
6|COFCG City of FresniFRE 020122 LCanyor: Lanes & Intarsection improvements. 6172008 521000
Al imtersection of Clovis and Kings
Ciovis and Kings Canyon, construct westbound right turn
s|COFCG City of Fresn{ FRE 080131 Canyon lane. 21612008 20000
install dual left tum lanes for eastbound
Neas Avenuae at Cedar Avenue to improve
§{COECE City of FresntFRE 090432 Neess and Cadar traffic flow. 2{5{2009 22100
55 mstakation & signal coordination for
Clovis Ave. Dakota to Jensen and for
8|COFCG City of Fresrd FRE 080133 Clovis and Shaw Shaw Ave: 41 to 168 141642009 163800
6{COECG Ciy of FresntFRE Q70107 Shaw Ave. Synch Shaw Ave. Synchronization SR89 to S5R41 61152009 3408200
BiCCFCG Gity of Fresn{ FRE 080108 ITS Willow Ave. TS Witiow Ave,Ashlan to Intemational 3/31/2009 88500
Sugar Pine Trai improvements between
GICOFCG City of Frasn{ FRE 071804 Sugar Pine Trad Ness and Chestout. 6/30/2008 43000
S{COFCG City of Fresnd FRE 040622 Herndon Widening Herndon widening, 98 to Weber /3012008 3948300
Clovis Ave. McKintey to|Clovis Ave repavemant, McKinley to
BICOFCGE Cily of Fresn{FRE 070608 (3afand Garland 3126512009 1024800
Survey, PE, CEQA, 10 adopt the OFL on
6:COFCG Gty of Fresn{ FRE 080612 various locations vanous toadways. A130/2009 300000
{'8ase fo purchase andf or purchage of 8
NG schoo! buses 1o replace existing
BICOFCG Kings Canyol£RE 070112 fleet, 4142712008 43507
In the Cily of Kingsburg, on 18th Averiua,
from Hayward Street to Stroud Avenue.
Construct median isiand with landscaping
6{COECS Cily of KingstFRE 041817 18ih Avenue and irrigation. 613012008 121000
D 18th Ave. from Stroud Ave, to Tulare
St. Pavement reconstruction and drainage
S|COFCG City of Kingst FRE 070611 18th Avenue improvernents. 671/2008 40000

4712008

(Pisase do niot change, alter or modify this tempiate)
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2008/09
COUNCIL OF FRESNO COUNTY GOVERNMENTS
STATE TRANSIT ASSISTANCE FUND

APPORTIONMENT TO MEMBER AGENCIES
Final Estimate

04/13/2009

PUC 99313 POPULATION 1,872,864
PUC 98314 OPERATOR 292,665
2008/0% Fund Estimate Per State Controlier 2,165,529
This estimate 3 subject to change during the fiscal year,
CENSUS GAROSS NET FOR NET FOR
POPULATION AMOUNT 95144 EREAES
MEMBER 01/01i08 PERCENT AVAILABLE OPERATOR POPULATION
Clovis 54,278 10.13% 191,908 2,272 188,636
Coalinga 19,063 2.05% 38,344 38,344
Firebaugh 6,811 0.73% 13,700 13,700
Fowler 5,572 0.80% 11,208 11,208
Fresno City 488,116 52.31% 1,255,008 277,208 977,800
Huron 1.553 G.81% 15,185 15,195
Kerman 13.878 1.48% 27,815 27,915
Kingsburg 11,257 1.21% 22,643 22643
Mendota 8,757 1.05% 15,688 19,688
Orange Cove 10,774 1.16% 21,671 21,671
Parkier 13,328 1.43% 26,803 26,803
Reediey 25,584 2.75% 51,461 51,461
Sanger 25,046 2.69% §0,379 50,379
San Joaguin 4,521 0.4%% 9,084 9,084
Seima 23,284 2.50% 46,835 46,835
Fresno Co. 174,249 18.69% 360,494 350,494
FORTA 13,185 13,185
FCEQC
TOTALS 931,098 100.0% 2,165,528 292,665 1,872,864
2,165,529 292,665 1,872,864

208809
October

Estimate

384,000
76,725
27,413
22,426

2,511,217
30,402
55,857
45,308
39,391
43,364
53,631

102,971

100,808
18,196
93,714

701,324
26,383

4,333,128

Further

Reductian

(192,092)
(38,381)
(13,713)
(11,218)

(1,256,209)
(15,207)
(27,942)
(22,665)
(19,705)
(21,693)
(26,828)
(51,510)
(50,427)

(9,102)
(46,879)

(350,830)

(13,198)

(2,167,599)






