2035 Tulare Street, Suite 201
Fresno, California 93721

Telephone: [559) 2334148 ¢ Fax: {559) 233-9645
Website Address: wwwy. fresnocog.org

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

AGENDA
Date: Wednesday, October 8, 2008
Time: 8:30 a.m.
= Place: COG Sequoia Conference Room

2035 Tulare St., Suite 201, Fresno, CA

Americans with Disabilities Act {ADA) Accommodations
The Fresno COG offices and restrooms are ADA accessible. Representatives or individuals with disabilities
should contact Fresno COG at (5659) 233-4148, at ieast 3 days in advance, to request auxiliary aids and/or

translation services necessary to participate in the public meeting / public hearing. If Fresno COG is unable
to accommeodate an auxiliary aid or transiation request for a public hearing, after receiving proper nofice, the
hearing will be continued on a specified date when accommodations are available.

{Item Description Enciosure Action* |

.  PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the TTC on items within its
jurisdiction but not on this agenda. Note: Prior to action by the TTC on any item on this agenda, the
public may comment on that item. Unscheduled comments may be limited to 3 minutes.

li. CONSENTITEMS
All items on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by COG staff and will
be approved by one motion if no member of the Committee or public wishes 1o comment or ask questions.
If comment or discussion is desired by anyone, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and will
be considered in the listed sequence with an opportunity for any member of the public to address the
Committee concerning the item before action is taken.

A, Joint TTC/PAC Executive Minutes of September 12, 2008 + Yes Approve

B. West Area Transportation Planning Study Contract [TWEBSTER] No Approve

C. Air Quality Update [Davwson] No Information

D. Farmiand Conservation Mode! Program Update [SOBRADO)] No Information

E. Congestion Management System Update [BITNER] No Information

F. Caltrans Planning Grant Awards [DANSBY] No Information

G. Monthly Legislative Update [DansBY] Yes Information

. ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS

A. San Joaguin Valley Blueprint, Resolution 2008-45 [STECK] Yes Approve

B. Valley-wide Air Quality Planning and Coordination Contract No Approve
[DAWSON]

C. Measure "C" Extension Update [BOREN] No Info/Discussion
1. Regional Transportation Mitigation Fee (RTMF) Update

D 2008 Washington D.C. “One Voice" Call for Projects [STECK] Yes info/Discussion

E. Tulare Basin Wildlife Partners, Riparian-Wildlife Corridor Report Yes Accept
[THOMPSON]

F. Caltrans Manthly Report [CALTRANS] No Info/Discussion

G. Video Conferencing Presentation [TWEBSTER] Handout  Info/Discussion

Member Agencies: The cities of Clovis, Coalinga, Firebaugh, Fowler, Fresno, Huron, Kerman,
Kingsburg, Mendota, Orange Cove, Parlier, Reedley, San Joaquin, Sanger, Seima & Fresno County
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iV. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Items from Staff
B. ltems from Members

“tems listed as information still leave the option for guidance/direction actions by the Committee.

**All enclosures are available on our website at www.fresnocog.org — Committees and Agendas
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Telephone: (559) 233-4148 #« Fax: (559) 233-9645
Website Address: www.fresnocog.org

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

ANNOTATED AGENDA
Date: Wednesday, October 8, 2008
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Place: COG Sequoia Conference Room

2035 Tulare St., Suite 201, Fresno, CA

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accommodations
The Fresno COG offices and restrooms are ADA accessible. Representatives or individuals with disabilities
should contact Fresno COG at (559) 233-4148, at least 3 days in advance, to request auxiliary aids and/or

transtation services necessary to participate in the public meeting / public hearing. If Fresno COG is unable
to accommodate an auxiliary aid or translation request for a public hearing, after receiving proper notice,
the hearing will be continued on a specified date when accommodations are available.

. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the TTC on items within its
jurisdiction but not on this agenda. Note: Prior to action by the TTC on any item on this agenda, the
public may comment on that item. Unscheduled comments may be limited to 3 minutes,

il. CONSENT ITEMS
All items on the consent agenda are considered o be routine and non-controversial by COG staff and will
be approved by one motion if no member of the Committee or public wishes to comment or ask questions.
If comment or discussion is desired by anyone, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and will
be considered in the listed sequence with an opportunity for any member of the public to address the
Committee concerning the item before action is taken.

A. Joint TTC/PAC Executive Minutes of September 12, 2008
B. West Area Transportation Planning Study Contract [TWEBSTER]

Summary: On September 22, 2008, a selection panel, comprised of representatives from the City of
Fresno, the County of Fresno and Fresne COG, interviewad two consultants to conduct the West
Area Transportation Circulation and Planning Study. This five member panel unanimously selected
Fehr & Peers to conduct the study.

The Contract names Fehr & Peers to conduct a study of the West Area which will examine 30 critical
segments of roadway and 25 key intersections within a period of 42 weeks at a cost of $98,583.
Among other things, Fehr & Peers will examine current needs, mid-range needs (10 years) and long
range needs (2025) for the area, then present a full range of priority options to a full commitiee of
stakeholders. In addition, they have been scoped to identify both traditional, as well as innovative
potential funding mechanisms that may be available to finance priority projects.

Action: Staff recommends approval of a contract for Fehr & Peers to conduct the West Area
Transportation Circulation and Planning Study. Direction may be given at the discretion of the
Committee.

Member Agencies: The cities of Clovis, Coalinga, Firebaugh, Fowler, Fresno, Huron, Kerman,
Kingsburg, Mendota, Orange Cove, Parfier, Reedley, San Joaquin, Sanger, Seima & Fresno County
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C. Air Quality Update [DAWSON]

Summary: On September 24, 2008 the Environmental Protection Agency signed the Federal
Register notice approving the San Joaquin Valiey Air Pollution Control District's 2007 PM10
Maintenance Plan and Request for Redesighation. This action made the transportation conformity
budgets included in the Plan available for use in transportation conformity determinations. This action
also made the budgets contained in the Valley's current Amendment #1 invalid, since the conformity
determination in Amendment #1 relied on a previous emissions analysis which was outdated by
EPA's current action. Amendment #1 will be formally withdrawn, and work will begin on Amendment
#2 which will use the new transportation conformity budgets.

Action: This is an information item. Direction may be given at the discretion of the Committee.
D. Farmland Conservation Model Program Update [SOBRABO]

Summary: The Farmiand Conservation Model Program Advisory Committee will be meeting on
Tuesday, October 14, 2008 to start the process of finalizing the report. The advisory committee has
met several fimes over the past couple of months to discuss the material that will be included in the
final report. The Farmland Conservation Model Program will be completed by the end of December
as scheduled.

Action: Information item only. Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Committee.
E. Congestion Management System Update [BITNER]

Summary: Federal transportation iegislation (SAFETEA-LU) requires that each metropolitan
planning area in the United States have what is called a Congestion Management Process, or CMP.
The CMP is a regional program to address and manage congestion within Fresno County in order to
facilitate the movement of pecple and gocds.

As part of our efforts to be compliant with the planning requirements in SAFETEA-LU, Fresno COG
has committed to review and update our Congestion Management System (CMS). Fresno COG is
required to have a plan for developing a Congestion Management Process in place by our next
Certification Review in March 2008.

The CMP is a broad, regionatl level planning tool designed to help manage congestion by identifying
congested corridors and recommending multimodal strategies for congestion mitigation. The goal of
the CMP is to provide information that helps transportation planners, professionals and others to
understand the overall congestion climate in individual corridors and the region. Data on the
congestion climate helps Fresno COG, in partnership with other agencies, to formulate congestion
management strategies. Data and information from the CMP benefits the transportation planning
process by helping the region focus limited federal transportation dollars where they can have the
greatest impact.

Staff will be meeting with local agency staff and others in the coming months to develop a plan for our
Congestion Management Process.

Action: Information item only. Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Committee.

F. Caltrans Planning Grant Awards [DansBy]

Summary: Fresno COG received notice from Caltrans that we received the following two
transportation planning granis for FY 2008-09 in parinership with the City of Fresno:

Grant Program: Transit Professional Development

Project Title: Central Valley Transit Professional Development
Amount: $50,000
Description; The project will consist of three workshops in Fresno presented by worldwide

experts in developing Transit Oriented Development. The workshops will provide
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transit planners and the development industry from the Valley with guideline
processes from concept to end. These trainings will develop a comprehensive
region-wide approach to facilitate mainstream adoption and provide a model for
other regions. Fresno COG, the City of Fresno and other transportation and
development agencies will work together to develop and coordinate the training
workshops.

Grant Program: Partnership Planning

Project Title: Fresno, Madera, Tulare, Kings Counties Multi-Modal System Partnership
Amount: $276,000
Description: The multi-county parinership will develop a consensus base between local entities

to build a base of communication about a coordinated regional land use policies

framework {o implement any proposed high capacity, mass transit-based, multi-

modal corridor system adopted in the Fresno Blueprint Process. Work products
include:

(1) Draft Regional Land Use Policies to protect and preserve corridors and right-of-
way alignments representing the multi-modal system;

(2) Development of Joint Powers or Regional Authorities related to adopting
alignments, coordinated fand use and zoning, shared long-term governance,
natural resources management, and specific agriculturat preservation plans;
memcrandums of understanding and funding strategies; and, the eventual
adoption of specific corridor alignments and regional land use policies in
General Plans for all jurisdictions representing the multi-modal system; and

(3) Execution of Memorandums of Understanding to seek and secure funding for
implementation of Draft Joint Powers or Regional Authorities developed.

The City of Fresno will provide the required local cash match for the above projects.

in addition, Kern COG has been awarded an Environmental Justice grant through Caltrans for
$250,000 to work alongside the 8 Valley COGs to develop a Tribal Environmental Justice
Transportation Report. The report will address tribal transportation issues and priorities, cultural
preservation and heritage, tribal participation in the ptanning and project delivery process, and tribal
environmental justice and long-range pianning issues through the SJV Blueprint and Partnership
processes. The outreach effort includes engaging approximately 30 California Indian tribes within the
SJV.

Action: Information item only. Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Committee.
G. Monthly Legislative Update [DANSBY]

Summary: A report is included in your agenda package that includes current bills in the 2008
legislative session that are relevant to the Fresno COG.

* To locate current and past year state bill information go to the Official California Legislative
Information webpage at: hiip.//www.leginfo.ca.gov/

* To locate current and past year federal bill information go to THOMAS, The Library of
Congress’s bill information website (in the spirit of Thomas Jefferson) at. htip./thomas.loc.gov/

As this agenda is prepared prior to September 30", the last day for the Governor to sign or veto bills,
it does not refiect all of his decisions, An updated report will be provided in November with the resuits
of the legislative session.

In September, the Fresno COG Board voted to remove their opposition to $B 375 in favor of a neutral
position that reflects an understanding of the compromises Senator Steinberg has been willing to
accept from the League of Cities, the California Association of Counties and the California Councils of
Government as well as numerous environmental and business interest groups. Also, with the
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understanding that the greenhouse gas emissions targets prepared by the Air Resources Board will
be allocated to the MPOs on a region-wide basis, not city specific.

it is still important to note that there will be need for clean up legislation next year to address
remaining issues such as expanding CEQA streamlining to include transportation projects, and those
developments better suited to rural environments; and ensuring that there is funding to be able to
successfully perform the additional tasks required by §B 375. 8B 732, also passed by the Legislature
at the end of session, does help with some of the funding.

Also, in September, the Executive Director, on behalf of the Policy Board, sent a letter requesting the
Governor veto SB 974, which seeks to collect a $30 fee per TEU on container cargo moving through
the Ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach, and Cakland to provide funding for projects that mitigate the
burden of port-related operations on air quality. SB 974 does not acknowledge the San Joaquin
Valley as a stakeholder in statewide goods movement efforts and as a region impacted by port-
related air pollution and highway system impacts. SB 974 fails to provide any funding fo help mitigate
the air quality impacts from goods movement by trucks going to and from the ports through the San
Joaquin Valley. The San Joaquin Valley has the worst ozone and particulate air pollution in the
nation. The heavy duty diesel trucks on our corridors are a significant contributor to our Valley's air
pollution problems and a good majority of those trucks are passing through on their way to other
destinations such as the ports of Oakland and Los Angeles. Heavy-duty diesel trucks amount for
more than 40 percent of the Valley's total emissions and funding is needed for air pollution mitigation
projects such as replacing or retrofiiting diesel engines. The position on SB 974 is consistent with
our Legislative Platform; therefore, it has been our policy that the Director may communicate
positions on legislation on behalf of the Board if they are consistent with our adopted Platform.

Please contact staff person, Jennifer Dansby, if you have any questions regarding the listed bills in
your agenda packet or if you require a more in-depth analysis of any particular bill.

Action: Information item only. Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Committee.
Hi. ACT!ON/DISCUSSION ITEMS
A. 3an Joaquin Valley Blueprint, Resolution 2008-45 [STECK]

Summary: At this time, the primary focus of the San Joaguin Valley Blueprint planning process is the
synthesis of the preferred growth concepis from each of the eight COGs in the Valley into a
Valleywide alternative scenario for further comparison purposes. Betwesen now and November, U.C,
Davis will be working with the COGs to develop Valleywide growth scenarios to compare with the
Valleywide status quo. (This is similar to the process that we completed at the county level in May of
this year.) A chart illustrating the Blueprint planning process is included in your agenda package.

In addition, Fresno COG will be taking on the responsibility of lead agency for the eight Valley COGs
Blueprint planning activities. As a result, we are in the process of filing a grant application for fourth
year funding for the San Joaquin Valley Blueprint. Each of the eight COG partners needs to pass a
resolution to include with the application in support of continued participation in the California
Regional Blueprint Planning Program. We are also asking for letters of support to include with the
grant application and have included a sampie letter for convenience,

Action: Siaff recommends approval of Resolution 2008-45 in suppeort of fourth year participation in
the California Regional Blueprint Planning Process.

8. Valley-wide Air Quality Planning and Coordination Contract [DAWSON]

Summary: The Council of Fresno County Governments has historically coordinated air quality issues
on behalf of the eight Regional Planning Agencies (RPA) in the San Joaquin Valley. In 2004, Fresno
COG entered into two separate confracts to provide technical air quality planning, modeling and
policy services fo facilitate consistency, compliance, and cocrdination in Valley-wide regional air
quality planning issues. This coordination of effort involves not only the eight San Joaquin Valley
Regional Planning Agencies (RPA), but also includes Caltrans (Headguarters, and Districts 6 and 10)
Federal Highways Administration, Federal Transit Administration, the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air
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Pollution Control District, the California Air Resources Board, the Environmental Protection Agency as
well as the local transportation entities. These contracts will expire on December 31, 2008.

On August 28, 2008 a Request for Proposals to provide continuing Valley-wide Air Quality Planning
and Coordination Services was released. On Seplember 18, 2008 proposals were received from
Michael Brandman Associates ($124,985) and Cari Anderson Consulting ($ 124,641.80). A proposal
selection commitiee comprised of staff representing Fresno COG, San Joaquin COG, Tulare CAG,
and Kern COG was established to evaluate the proposals and to recommend a preferred proposal.

Each member of the proposal evaluation commitiee independently reviewed and scored the
proposals using a proposal evaluation form. The scores were submitted to Fresno CQG for
averaging, using the “one COG, one vote” rule. The proposal evaluation committee then met on
September 29, 2008 to discuss the resuits and select the preferred proposal. The RPA Directors
were then requested to approve the selected proposal.

The contract was budgeted for $125,000, which is the same amount budgeted for the 2004 contracts.
The RPA Directors recognize that in the ever changing and evolving area of air quality planning and
transportation conformity, additional tasks not evident at the time this contract is awarded may be
required. At the direction of the RPA Directors, an additional $25,000 is carried in the budget to cover
this contingency. The total amount of $150,000 is therefore budgeted for the first year with Fresno
COG's prorated share being $35,304. Should the contingency fund not be used it will be carried over
into the next year, with Fresnc COG’s prorated portion being $29,420.

Action: Staff will update the TTC on the resulls of the Proposal Selection Committee as well as the
status of the RPA Director's approval of the selected proposal. Staff recommends the COG Policy
Board authorize the Executive Director to enter into a contract with the selected consultant to provide
Valley-wide Air Quality Planning and Coordination Services.

C. Measure “C” Extension Update [BOREN]
1. Regional Transportation Mitigation Fee (RTMF) Update [BOREN]
Summary: Staff will provide a verbal update on the Regional Transportation Mitigation Fee.

Action: Information/discussion item. Direction may be provided at the discretion of the
Committee,

D. 2008 Washington D.C. “One Voice” Call for Projects [STECK]

Summary: The 2008 “One Veice” trip will take place February 7-12, 2009. |In preparation, we have
been in communication with our D.C. lobbyist, Simon & Company, to discuss their recommendations
for project selection. As noted in last month’s annotated agenda, Simon & Company advised:

“... we would urge you once again to carefully choose projects that are regional in scope, but remain
within the $2 — 3 million request range. We would afso urge you to consider only four appropriations
projects for the 2008 program, with a special emphasis on the reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU...”

COG staff will continue to confer with Simon & Company regarding our approach to project selection
and reauthorization and keep our member agencies informed. We have also scheduled a “One
Voice” committee meeting to discuss how we might approach policy issues and regulatory reform.
That meeting will take place on October 29" at 4:00 PM in the COG Sequoia room.

The timeline we are following for the 2009 project selection process is as follows:

Kick-off Meeting — Thursday, September 11, 2008 @ 1:30 PM at COG

Mail/Email Call for Projects — Monday, September 22, 2008

Deadiine for project submittal — Friday, Ocleber 10, 2008

Project Selection Committee Meeting - Wednesday, Oclober 22, 2008
Policy/Regulatory Regulatory Reform discussion — Wednesday, October 26" @ 4:00 PM
COG Policy Board Approval of Proiect List — Thursday, November 20, 2008

. & & & ¢ @
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Action: information/discussion item. Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Committee.
E. Tulare Basin Wildlife Partners, Riparian-Wildlife Corridor Report {THOMPSON]

Summary: In February of this year, the Fresno COG entered into an agreement with the Tulare
Basin Wildlife Partners to examine in depth several riparian-wildlife corridors and provide
recommendations for a conservation strategy for these corridors. The corridors selected for detalled
study include the Kings River Riparian Corridor, the Arroyo Pasajerc Riparian Corrider Complex
{including Los Gatos, Warthan, Jacalitos and Zapato Chino creeks), and the Fresno Slough Riparian
Corridor. These are the corridors with the highest potential for habitat/wildlife conservation and
conjunctive use opportunities.

The Riparian-Wildlife Corridor Report includes written documentation, maps, and tables. It
accomplishes the following tasks:

e Provides scientifically-based information on the above-noted riparian rivers and streams.

* Identifies site selection criteria and potential sites that may mitigate impacts to these riparian-
wildlife corridors caused by transportation and development projects. These projects include
Measure C projects, the potential high speed rail project, and other projects.

« ldentifies multi-purpose opportunities for these corridors such as groundwater banking, flood
proteciion, private landowner participation, recreation, and new business opporiunities,

+ lIdentifies and leverages additional federal, state, and private funding opporiunities for
conservation bank creation.

» Facilitates, streamiines, or avoids federal or state regulatory concerns.

In addition, this Report has relevance for Fresno County's Blueprint Planning Program. For example,
the Open Space Goal under the Environmental Resource Management Element of the Blueprint
states. "Promote the preservation or creation of open space connectivity for habitat and wildiife, as
well as recreational users of the region.” Information in this Report will help implement this goal and
related objectives.

Action: Staff recommends acceptance of the Tulare Basin Wildlife Partners, Riparian-Wildlife
Corridor Report

F. Caltrans Monthly Report [CALTRANS]

Summary: Caltrans staff will provide an update on Caltrans activities.

Action: information/discussion item. Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Commitiee.
G. Video Conferencing Presentation [TWEBSTER]

Summary: In May 2008, Fresno COG entered into a contract with local telecommunications
contractor, Sebastian Communications inc., (formerly KerTel Communications Inc.} to purchase and
install a videoconferencing system. This system is part of a valleywide effort to use technology to
save money and reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT). Phase One of the videoconferencing system
installation, which includes point-fo-point systems in the Ash and Seguoia Roocms has been
completed.

Phase Two will include the programming of multipoint unit to connect up to 20 multipoint sessions
(end users) at a time, as well as bring operational the remaining Valley COGs. Currently, Fresno
COG, San Joaquin COG, and the Merced County Association of Governments have operational
systems.

Action; information/discussion ifem. Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Committee.
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IV. OTHER BUSINESS
A. items from Staff

B. items from Members

Yitems iisted as information still leave the option for guidance/direction actions by the Committee.

**All enclosures are available on our website at www.fresnocog.org - Committees and Agendas







