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COUNCIL OF FRESNO COUNTY GOVERNMENTS
EXECUTIVE MINUTES

Date: Thursday, September 27, 2007

Time: 7:00p.m.

Piace: Council of Fresno County Governments
2035 Tulare St., Suite 201, Fresno, CA

Members Present:  Mayor Trinidad M. Rodriguez, City of Kerman, Chair
Mayor Bob Whalen, City of Clovis
Mayor Trish Hill, City of Coalinga
Mayor Craig Knight, City of Firebaugh
Councilmember Rico Aguaye, City of Fowler
Councilmember Henry T. Perea, City of Fresno
Mayor Ramon Dominguez, City of Huron
Mayor Leland Bergstrom, City of Kingsburg
Mayor Robert Silva, City of Mendota
Mayor Victor Lopez, City of Orange Cove
Mayor Armando Lopez, City of Parlier
Councilmember Scoft Brockett, City of Reedliey
Mayor Amarpreet Dhaliwal, City of San Joaquin
Mayor Mike Montelongo, City of Sanger
Mayor Pro Tem Dennis Lujan, City of Selma
Supervisor Bob Waterston, County of Fresno

Sharri Ehlert, Caltrans
Kevin Briggs, Legal Counsel
Rarbara Goodwin, Executive Director

Quorum: At the start of the meeting there were 15 members present representing 89.96% of the population
and there was a quorum. (Coalinga, Firebaugh, Fowler, Fresno, Huron, Kerman, Kingsburg, Mendota, Orange
Cove, Parlier, Reedley, San Joaquin, Sanger, Selma and Fresno County)
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PRESENTATIONS

A. Public Presentations

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Board on items within its
jurisdiction but not on this agenda. Note: Prior to action by the Board on any item on this

agenda, the public may comment on that item. Unscheduled comments may be limited to 3
minutes.

Dennis Lujan, Mayor Pro Tem, Seima, introduced Leroy Brown, a concerned citizen, who made a
presentation regarding helping people in west Fresno get jobs. Barbara Goodwin, Executive
Director, also commented that COG is facilitating a meeting between Mr. Brown and the Workforce
investment Board.

Andreas Borgeas, a political candidate running for Councit District 2 in Fresno made a presentation
on goals and issues he desires to pursue.

Member Agencies: The cities of Clovis, Coalinga, Firebaugh, Fowler, Fresno, Huron, Kerman,
Kingsburg, Mendota, Orange Cove, Parlier, Reedley, San Joaquin, Sanger, Selma & Fresno County
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Mayor Lopez (Orange Cove) reported he had been meeting with Mario Santoyo, Friant Water
Authority, regarding the water issues in California and the Valley and requested that the cities send
jetters of support for SB XX3. This bill is on the agenda under a separate item, asking for the COG
to send a letter of support. There will be a hearing on October 4, 2007 in Sacramento and Orange
Cove will be taking a bus. Mayor Lopez requested anyone who would like to go to let him know.

Presentation by Cynthia Cooper, Planning Director for Fresno Coalition for Arts, Science and
History (FCASH) Regarding Upcoming FCASH Activities

Cynthia Cooper called attention to materials she handed out regarding the Fresno Cultural Arts
Conference scheduled for October 4, 2007 from 7:30 to 5:00 p.m. at The Trade Center—the San
Joaquin Light & Power Building and Cornerstone Conference Center.

Presentation by Shannon Koontz, Pacific Gas & Electric Company

Tom Nelson made the presentation on behalf of PG&E regarding Community Choice Aggregation.
Presentation to Staff Member Mike Bitner for 20 Years of Service to COG

N%(e Bitner, COG Senior Transportation Planner was presented a plaque for 20 years of service to
COG.

TRANSPORTATION CONSENT ITEMS

All iterns on the consent agenda are consi

approved by one motion if no member of the Board or public wishes to comment or ask questions.

comment or discussion is desired by any
considered in the listed sequence with an opportunity

concerning the item before action is taken.

A
B.

Transportation Development Act (TDA) Trust 2006-07
Declaration of Surplus

2007-08 Transportation Funding Claims

City of Fowler, Resolution 2007-33

City of Huron, Resolution 2007-34

City of Kerman, Resolution 2007-35

City of Mendota, Resolution 2007-36

City of Parlier, Resolution 2007-37

. City of Sanger, Resolution 2007-38

Safe Routes to School

R g S

For a summary of these items, please see the September 27, 2007 Annotated Agenda.

After an expressed opportunity for public comment, a motion was made by Mayor Lopez (Orange
Cove) and seconded by Mayor Montelongo (Sanger) to approve the transportation consent iterns as
presented. A vote was called for and the motion carried,

TRANSPORTATION ACTION / DISCUSSION ITEMS

A. PUBLIC HEARING: 2007 Measure “C” Expenditure Plan, Resolution 2007-38

L es Beshears (COG) reported on this item. The 45 day review process that was initiated in July has
been completed for the Sixth Edition of the 1987-2007 Measure “C” Expenditure Plan. After
adoption by the COG Board, it will be transmitted to the Fresno County Transportation Authority for
their action.

Chairman Rodriguez {Kerman) opened the hearing for public testimony. There being none, he
closed the hearing. A motion was made by Councilmember Aguayo (Fowler) and seconded by

dered to be routine and non-controversial by COG staff and will be

one, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and will be
for any member of the public to address the Board
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Mayor Lopez {Parlier) to adopt the Sixth Edition of the 1987-2007 Measure "C" Expenditure Pian by
approval of Resolution 2007-39. A vote was called for and the motion carried.

B. Measure “C” Extension Update

1.

COG Policy Board Serving as Policy Advisory Committee to Fresno County
Transportation Authority (FCTA)

Tony Boren, Deputy Director reported on this item. The Fresno County Transportation Authority
Administrative Manual requires appointment of a Policy Advisory Committee to the Fresno
County Transportation Authority. Specifically, “Section 142105(d) Division 15 of the code
requires appointment of a Policy Advisory Committee composed of one representative of each
City in the County and one representative of the County with each representative on the
Committee required to be an elected official. If a representative ceases to be an elected official,
that representative shall cease to be a member of the Committee, and another representative
from that City of County shall be appointed. This Section further requires that no person shalf
serve on the Authority Board and the Committee at the same time. In response to this Section
of Division 15, the Transportation Authority hereby designates the Policy Board of the Council of
Fresno County Governments as the Policy Advisory Committee of the Authority fo advise the
Board on all significant issues encountered in delivery of the Extension Program as requested or
otherwise called for in this Administrative Code with the condition that any Authority Board
Member simultaneously serving on the Policy Board of the Council of Fresno County
Governments designate an alternate elected official from his or her jurisdiction to serve on the
Policy Advisory Committee.”

The Fresno COG Palicy Board may serve in this capacity, given that its make-up meets the
requirements identified in the administrative code. The only caveat to this approach is that
conceivably there may be a situation where our current COG Policy Board Chairman Trinidad
Rodriguez, Councilmember Rico Aguayo and Mayor Alan Autry (COG Board members), who
also sit on the FCTA Board, may have to excuse themselves or designate an alternate on
issues before the COG while acting in its capacity as the Policy Advisory Committee to the
Authority. The FCTA Policy Advisory Committee will function much like the CCG’s Mayors'
Select Committee which meets on an as-needed basis.

The Authority Board released its Draft Administrative Code for a 45 day review and comment
period at their August 28, 2007 meeting.

At the TTC, Dr. John Donaldson (League of Women Voters representative) commented that
even though the COG Board may have functioned in the way described above for the fast
Measure, he feels it is clear that a Board member cannot sit on both the Fresno County
Transportation Authority Board and the COG Board acting as the Policy Advisory Committee for
the FCTA. He further requested that a legal opinion be sought before final action on the item.

Mr. Boren further explained that Kevin Briggs, County Counsel has concurred with the previous
interpretation.

After an expressed opportunity for public comment, a motion was made by Councilmember
Aguayo (Fowler) and seconded by Mayor Lopez (Orange Cove) to support the Fresno COG
Policy Board serving as the Policy Advisory Committee to the Fresno County Transportation
Authority. A vote was called for and the motion carried. Counciimember Aguayo further
requested that the Fresno County Transportation Authority (FCTA) provide a list of items that it
may need to have the PAC act on.

Development of Strategic Implementation Plan

Tony Boren, Deputy Director provided a verbal update on the status of the Measure C Strategic
Implementation Plan. Some of the points of discussion were:
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The Sub-Committee for the Regional Public Transit Program met on August 24, 2007 and

following are the results:

o Rail Consolidation—need to convene a meeting with Fresno, Madera County, MCTC,
FARRC and Fresno County to discuss consolidation issues.

« For Schoo! Bus Replacement Program it was decided that the Air District would be used to
pass money to the school districts—implement an application process.

» Second meeting of Citizen Oversight Committee set for October 11.

« Before any further expenditure can take place, COG will need to develop Part 2 of the
Handbook.

« The first meeting of the Regional Program Commitiee was held August 29, 2007. At the
meeting COG staff asked all of its project sponsors o indicate when they would be able to
deliver the projects along with phasing and cost estimates. Mr. Boren stated that staff had
peen successful in getting the information from all of its local sponsors but a lot of our state
projects are going to require additional analysis before they can get to a point to where they
can provide us with the information required.

Dennis Manning (FARRC) requested that he be notified when there are meetings regarding Rail
Consolidation.

This was an information item and required no further action by the Board.
C. Public Transportation Regional Agency Formation Study Resuits

John Downs, Senior Transit Planner, reported that the Study, which included peer evaluations,
policy level stakeholder interviews, an evaluation of existing system performance and coordination
efforts, found that Fresno County public transportation operators already have a high level of
cooperation and coordination. Additionally, based on peer evaluations, Fresno County Operators
are providing a cost effective and productive service. The Study recommends the formation of a
“Transit Coordinating Council’ which would consist of policy level members and technical staff
support. The purpose of the Council would be to continue to explore improved coordination
potentially leading to a regional transit agency. _

After an expressed opportunity for public comment, a motion was made by Mayor Montelongo
(Sanger) and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Lujan {Selma) to accept the Public Transportation
Regional Agency Formation Study final report. A vote was called for and the motion carried.

D. Public Transportation Infrastructure Study (PTIS) (Phase Il) Request for Proposals

John Downs, Senior Transit Planner, reported that the purpose of the PTIS is to evaluate long term
mobility needs and opportunities within Fresno County, and also identify strategies for public
transportation and transportation infrastructure development that will result in wider acceptance and
use of public transportation as a mobility option. The study will evaluate route alignments and
provide cost estimates for capital costs, operating costs and ridership projections. The results and
recommendations of the study can then be used by policy makers to determine how best to pursue
a public mass transportation system for Fresno County.

Phase | of the PTIS evaluated existing and planned land uses, mapped residential and employment
densities, and identified primary travel corridors for communities outside of the Fresno/Clovis
Metropolitan Area (FCMA). Phase | also reviewed existing land use policies and developed a set of
transit supportive recommendations. Phase | reports are available on the Fresno COG website at
www. fresnoceg.org.

The Measure C Extension Plan includes a projected $5.1 million ($255,000 annually) for the
completion of the PTIS and the formation of a regional transit agency. A General Planning Task
Order Request for Proposal (TORFP) has been developed for this process. The advantages of a
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Quorum:
population.

E.

General Planning Task Order include: maximizing the benefit of the Consuitant's knowledge and
experience; maintaining flexibility in the process so that new information, public comment and
changing circumstances such as advances in technology can be addressed by adjusting work
tasks: and lastly, it only encumbers funds for ordered tasks rather than for the entire project.

The TTC has recommended that the RFP be amended to include significant discussion of the
Blueprint Planning process now underway. Additionally, in order to better integrate the PTIS and
the Biueprint Planning Process, the Biueprint Steering Committee should also act as the Technical
Advisory Committee for the PTIS. Staff will integrate the PTIS goals into the Blueprint Major
Concepts Template to facilitate this process, and work with the Blueprint Steering Committee fo
develop a discussion of the Blueprint Planning effort for the PTIS RFP. [Downs]

After an expressed opportunity for public comment, a motion was made by Councilmember Aguayo
(Fowler) and seconded by Mayor Dhaliwal (San Joaquin) to adopt the TTC and PAC
recommendations (noted above). A vote was called for and the motion carried.

Mayor Whalen (Clovis) arrived making a quorum of 16 members representing 100% of the

Proposed Streetcar Circulator In Downtown Fresno, Request for Proposals

John Downs, Senior Transit Planner reported on this item. The Council of Fresno County
Governments at the request of the City of Fresno is proposing to issue a Request for Proposals
(RFP) to plan and design a streetcar circulator to link important Downtown Fresno destinations such
as the Convention Center, Amtrak Station, Fulton Mali and Stadium. The requested scope of work
consists of a feasibility analysis that includes the evaluation of alternative routes and equipment,
preparation of preliminary planning and feasibility studies, conducting an environmental screening,
and preparing a financing plan. The work will be conducted in two phases: the first phase, the
feasibility analysis, will conclude with selection of a preferred alternative and preparation of a project
description; the second phase of work will include the preliminary design and engineering, and
preparation of all appropriate environmental documents. Both phases will include public outreach
and involvement tasks.

The City of Fresno wishes to fast track the project and be in construction on the selected route
within five years. In the interest of accelerating the project, federal funding will not be sought. A
private public partnership is proposed to fund the construction on the final project.

If the RFP is approved after completing the required process including review by the TTC, PAC,
COG Policy Board, Citizen Oversight Committee, and FCTA Board, the Phase | of the study would
be paid for by Public Transportation and Infrastructure Study funds from Measure C. Phase | of the
study is anticipated to be $500,000. The second phase has been estimated to be between $2.5 and
$3.5 million.

As a matter of process, if the project obtains its required approvals, the actual expenditure of those
funds would be tied to the formal adoption of the next ‘chapter’ in the Measure “C” Strategic
Implementation Plan by the COG Policy Board and the FCTA Board.

Discussions at the TTC focused on two primary issues:

o “Lack of sufficient information” available in order for the TTC to make an “informed"” decision
on the project.

« Belief that any streetcar or similar projects should logically evolve from the overall Public
Transportation Infrastructure Study; to do otherwise would be putting the "cart before the
horse™ with regards to the transportation planning process required to move forward with a
project of this magnitude.
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The Citizen Oversight Committee narrowly supported the item with a split vote (eight to five). The
dissenting comments were similar to those expressed at the TTC saying the streetcar study RFP
appears to find the streetcar a preferred alternative without the appropriate leve! of preliminary
planning. There was also concern that the streefcar study could reduce resources needed 10
complete the PTIS.

The PAC shared the concerns of the TTC and the Citizen Oversight Committee regarding the
potential to reduce PTIS resources. The PAC was also concerned that the RFP, then titled ‘Fulton
Streetcar Study' did not reflect the scope of services that City of Fresno staff discussed at the PAC
meeting, which was more of a downtown circulator intended to connect downtown destination points
and encourage economic development.

The PAC recommendation to the COG Policy Board was for FAX staff to amend the Study RFP so0
that the outlined vision is greater than the current predetermined route, the cost be no more than
$250.000 from the PTIS, and it not delay or diminish the PTIS. Attention was called to the copy of
the amended RFP included in the agenda package.

Bruce Rudd, Assistant City Manager, City of Fresno reported that although he respects his PAC
colleagues’ recommendation, he would continue to request the full $500,000 because he feels the
City has aiready funded some of the other studies that will be part of the PTIS and the project will
address the air quality issues related to VMT in downtown Fresno.

Councilmember Perea (Fresno) thanked staff for putting this item on the agenda. He wanted to put

the item in perspective as to what is happening at City Hall. The following comments were

transcribed from the tape of the meeting:
For those who read The Bee or walch news about Fresnc you always know the administration
and the majority of the Council are always at odds with each other but this time it’s different. |
think this project is an outgrowth of Mayor Autry’s vision for downtown and of the five major
projects that he has proposed, this one is the only one that has legs on the dais. This particutar
project is important to the Council which means that the Council majority is ready to invest a lot
of our own money into this project and this is a project that we are committed fo and we see it
on the horizon as not only important in circulating traffic but as Bruce mentioned for economic
development. What we are really hoping this project does is spur a lot of downtown housing
because the thought process really is that (like in the streetcar project in Portland} this is a
project shared not only by government but by those property owners or developers that wilf be
benefiting from having their property and high rises and lots on that track line so this is a real
opportunity for us to really move downtown Fresno in a progressive way but we need all your
help to get started. That's why this is on your agenda foday. [ really hope ! can count on your
support and I talked to Mayor Autry and he asked me to convey he hopes to have your support
on this project because it is important and to consider the fulf request of $500,000.

Councilmember Perea (Fresno) made a motion to approve the RFP with the original request at
$500,000. The motion was seconded by Supervisor Waterston (Fresno County).

The discussion continued with Chairman Rodriguez (Kerman) encouraging members to not vote for
the mation because Measure C promised the voters the PTIS study and we do not know how much
the full study will actually cost and if the City wants to pay for additional studies or projects, that
would be their prerogative. Councilmember Perea emphasized that the City of Fresno is not
recommending to not fund the PTIS but the streetcar would be a part of that study. After continued
discussion and noting the division regarding how the vote would go, Councilmember Perea (Fresno)
amended his motion to concur with the PAC recommendation that the cost be no more than
$250,000 from the PTIS, and it not delay or diminish the PTIS. Supervisor Waterston agreed with
the amendment. A vote was called for and the motion carried.
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F. Greenhouse Gases — Attorney General Visit to Fresno COG

Barbara Goodwin, Executive Director reported on this item. During the development of the
Environmental impact Report (EIR) for Fresno COG's 2007 Regional Transportation Plan, the
Attorney General's Office submitted comments on the need to address greenhouse gases. A
response and additional information on greenhouse gases were included in the Final EIR that was
adopted by the Fresno COG Policy Board in May 2007. To date, the Attorney General has
submitted formal California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) comments to San Bernardino, San
Diego, Sacramento, Orange County, Merced, Kern, Fresno, San Joaquin, Contra Costa, Yuba,
Richmond, and San Jose.

Fresno COG staff was recently contacted by the Attorney General's Office. Attorney General Jerry
Brown visited Fresno COG on September 13th to discuss additional options to address greenhouse
gases. In August 2007, a settlement was announced in the lawsuit against San Bernardino County.
The settlement requires the county to measure how much it contributes to global warming and set
targets to begin cutting its greenhouse gas emissions. The settlement plan includes (1) an
inventory of all sources of greenhouse gases in the County, {2) an inventory of the greenhouse gas
emissions level in 1990, currently, and projected for the year 2020, and (3) a target for emissions
reductions. The press release from the Attorney General includes some of the feasible mitigation
measures:

» High-density developments that reduce vehicle trips and utilize public transit.

» Parking spaces for high-occupancy vehicles and car-share programs.

+ Limits on parking.

» Transportation impact fees on developments to fund public transit service.

» Regional transportation centers where various types of public transportation meet.

« Energy efficient design for buildings, appliances, lighting and office equipment.

- Solar panels, water reuse systems and on-site renewable energy production.

« Methane recovery in landfills and wastewater treatment plants to generate electricity.
. Carbon emissions credit purchases that fund alternative energy projects.

Staff reported on the Attorney General's visit and greenhouse gas discussion. The Attorney
General would like to see us do an action plan. This item will be brought back for further discussion
at a later meeting.

This was an information/action item and required no further action from the Board.

G. SAFETEA-LU Compliance

Renee DeVere reported on this item. Earlier this year, Fresno COG and the other San Joaquin
Valley Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) developed and submitted Regional
Transportation Plans (RTPs). These long-range plans were developed in a “good faith effort” to
achieve compliance with the provisions of SAFETEA-LU. In August 2007, Fresno COG received a
letter indicating that our planning efforts are compliant with the requirements of SAFETEA-LU (a
copy of the letter was included in the package). Four of the eight Valley MPOs received SAFETEA-
LU compliance, while the others must make updates to various plans and programs. This
compliance letter allows us to continue to make updates, as necessary, to the 2007 RTP.

This was an information item and required no further action from the Board.
H. San Joaquin Valley Regional Goods Movement Action Plan
Tony Boren, Deputy Director reported on this item. Fresno COG is currently the Project Manager

for the San Joaquin Valley Regional Goods Movement Action Plan. The draft plan will be reviewed
by the eight Valley COGs in September and adopted in October. [BOREN/WEBSTER]
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After an expressed opportunity for public comment, a motion was made by Mayor Lopez (Orange
Cove) and seconded by Councilmember Aguayo (Fowler) to concur with the initiation of the 45 day
review period with a scheduied adoption of the San Joaquin Valley Goods Movement Action Plan in
October. A vote was called for and the motion carried.

1. High Speed Rail Update
Clark Thompson (COG) reported on the following matters regarding high-speed rail:

The approved State budget includes $20.7 million for the California High-Speed Rail Authority to
continue engineering and environmental work on the high-speed rail project. The $9.95 billion bond
measure remains scheduled for the November 2008 baliot.

A meeting of the San Joaquin Valley Regional Planning Agencies’ Policy Council was convened via
teleconference on August 22, 2007. Representing Fresno County were Rico Aguayo, Richard
Fosse, Allie Kessler (for Supervisor Perea), Stan Nakagawa, Barbara Goodwin, Tony Boren, and
Clark Thompson. The Policy Council adopted a high-speed rail policy position consisting of several
elements noted in the enclosure for this item. The Policy Council policy position is nearly identical
to the policy position adopted by the California Partnership for the San Joaguin Valley on August 10.
Of particular note are that high-speed rail needs to serve the entire San Joaquin Valley (Bakersfield
to Sacramento) and the region must stay together as it works towards implementation of the
initiative; that Amtrak would remain as a complimentary service to high-speed rail; that $15.5 million
must stay in the 2007-08 budget as a minimum funding level; that the high-speed rail ballot measure
must stay on the November, 2008 ballot: and, that a letter be submitted to the High-Speed Rail
Authority supporting connection for the whole Valley from Bakersfield to Sacramento recommending
that the Altamont corridor is the preferred alternative route. These positions were personaily
communicated at various public hearings held between August 23 ~ 30 on the Bay Area 1o Central
Valley Draft Program EIR/EIS. The final decision on the route between the San Joaquin Valley and
the Bay Area will be made by the Authority and the Federal Railroad Administration in October or
November of this year,

The San Joaquin Valley Regional Planning Agencies' Directors’ Committee will convene its Fall
Conference on November 1 and 2 in Stockton. At that meeting a report wili be presented that
discusses the importance and possible impacts of high-speed rail to the eight counties comprising
the San Joaquin Valiey. The report will summarize valleywide, county, community and
environmental issues; recommendations on project mitigation; valley expectations for high-speed
rail: and, each COG's position on a high-speed rait bond proposal.

This was an information item and required no further action from the Board.

J. Caitrans Monthly Report
Sharri Ehlert, Caltrans staff provided an update on Caltrans activities as follows:

« 2007-08 Environmental Justice Planning Grant Award — Orange Cove received
$144,900
Call for Projects for FY 2008/09 Grants, October 2007 thru January 2008
¢ Safe Routes to School Program
o State Program — Children K-12 $900,000 available w/10% match--due by
November 16 — last year for the State program
o Federal Program — Children K-8 ~ 100% reimbursable

Projects under Construction:
« SR99 Widening — Selma to the Tulare County Line - complete mid-November
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SR41/Herndon/Friant — Completion anticipated June 2008
Signals on Friant Road

Signal Project - Selma—43/Conejo, complete February, 2008
Huron — Route 269 Activities

Extension SR180 east — Clovis to Temperance, tentatively scheduled for construction
to begin in February, 2008

® & @ ©® 2

This was an information item and required no further action from the Board.

REAFFIRM ALL ACTIONS TAKEN WHILE SITTING AS THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY
COMMITTEE

A motion was made by Mayor Montelongo (Sanger) and seconded by Councilmember Aguayo
(Fowler) to reaffirm all actions taken while sitting as the Transportation Policy Committee. A vote was
called for and the motion carried.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSENT ITEMS
Ali items on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by COG staff
and will be approved by one motion if no member of the Board or public wishes to comment or ask
questions. If comment or discussion is desired by anyone, the item will be removed from the
consent agenda and will be considered in the listed sequence with an opportunity for any member
of the public to address the Board concerning the item before action is taken.

Executive Minutes of July 19, 2007

2006-07 Fourth Quarter Progress Report

Census 2010 Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA)
Job Access Reverse Commute (JARC) Program Update
Land Buffer Task Force/Farmiand Conservation Update
Monthly Legislative Update

Financial Audit Contract

Regional Clearinghouse

Project Applicant

1. JUSDA RD525 Grants Self-Help Enterprises

IOEMMUO®>

For a summary of these items, please see the September 27, 2007 Annotated Agenda.

After an expressed opportunity for public comment, a motion was made by Mayor Montelongo
{Sanger) and seconded by Mayor Silva (Mendota) to approve the Administrative Consent
ltems as presented. A vote was called for and the motion carried.

Quorum: Councilmember Perea (Fresno) left leaving a quorum of 47.66%.

VL.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS
A. Status Report on Sacramento Lobbying Activities—Steve Samuelian, California Consulting LLC

Steve Samuelian, California Consulting staff provided an update on lobbying activities in
Sacramento. A summary report is available on the COG website.

This was an information item and required no further action from the Board.
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B. Public involvement Procedures Update

Brenda Lauchner (COG) reported on this item. Fresno COG is beginning the update process for
our 2003 Public Involvement Procedures. Federal legislation (Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users, known as SAFETEA-LU) requires metropolitan
planning organizations such as Fresno COG to adopt such a plan to provide the public with
opportunities to be invoived in the transportation planning process. As a result, we are embarking
on a four-month evaluation of our current public participation practices by requesting input and
consuitation on how to best engage the public and interested parties in our transportation planning
process.

The Participation Plan must meet requirements noted in the federal regulations, including, but not

limited to:

« Developed in consultation with “interested parties”;

« Employ visualization techniques to describe plans and programs;
« Make information available in electronic means;

L]

Provide numerous and reasonable opportunities to comment on the planning process and its
products;

+ Hold meetings at convenient and accessible locations

SAFETEA-LU also updates the title of the document to a Public Participation Plan (PPP). Key dates
leading up to the adoption of the Fresno COG Public Pariicipation Plan are shown below:

Date Update element
Thursday, Fresno COG staff begins consultation with all interested
August 9 parties-mail and email invitation letter
Wednesday, Public Participation Survey available on website
August 22
Wednesday, Last day to submit surveys
September 12
Wednesday, Draft PPP update goes out with Transportation Technical
Qctober 3 Committee (TTC) package
Wednesday, 45-day review initiated
Cctober 10
Thursday, Final Draft PPP Adopted at COG Policy Board Meeting
November 29

In addition to the activities mentioned in the table above, COG hosted a peer panel focus group with
public information officers from a range of government agencies, non-profit organizations and
private businesses. We will also be hosting public meetings and additional focus groups with a wide
variety of interested parties. [LAUCHNER/PAUKOVITS]

This was an information/discussion item and required no further action from the Board.

C. National Community Planning Month, Resolution 2007-40

Renee DeVere (COG) reported on this item. October 2007 will be the second annual National
Community Planning Month. Sponsored by American Planning Association {(APA), the purpose of
this month is to raise the visibility of planning efforts in communities across the U.S. and throw a
spotlight on the many residents, leaders, officials, and professionals who contribute to making great
communities. Staff recognizes this occasion as a great opportunity to increase, exposure and
awareness of the San Joaquin Valley Blueprint and the efforts and the contributions of all of those
involved in this 2050 visioning process. The Blueprint is a demonstration of how planners,
community leaders, and community members are playing an instrumental part in addressing the
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foreseeable planning challenges of maintaining a balance between demands of growth and change,
and residents' needs and desires.

From now until October, APA will be providing via their website www.planning.org both resources
and suggested activities on how to incorporate National Community Planning Month into local
activities. We feel that this year represents a perfect time to highlight to our community the ongoing
efforts of the Regional Blueprint Planning Process. To take the first steps in increasing this
awareness, we have included a sample resolution that may be taken to your individual councils
proclaiming October National Community Planning Month. [DEVERE]

After an expressed opportunity for public comment, a motion was made by Councilmember Aguayo
(Fowler) and seconded by Mayor Hill (Coalinga) to approve the resolution endorsing the National
Community Planning Month through the adoption of Resolution 2007-40. A vote was called for and
the motion carried.

D. San Joaquin Valley Blueprint - Update

Barbara Steck (COG) reported on this item. Fresno COG's Blueprint planning process has
completed Phase | where we identified community values and vision, The other Valley COGs have
also completed this task as we move forward with our joint Blueprint venture. We are currently
working with local agency planning staff to develop the goals, objectives and performance measures
that will reflect the community's expressed values. |n addition, we have commenced the modeling
phase of the project where we will begin to look at alternative growth scenarios and analyze the
outcomes associated with each. We have made preliminary model runs on “single focus” growth
options and will be presenting those to you next month. On the Valiey wide front — Clovis
Development Services Director John Wright is working with us to convene the second Valley
Professional Planners meeting here at COG on Thursday, September 27" from 10:00 AM ~ 3:00
PM. For more information on that meeting contact Barbara Steck at bisteck@fresnocog.org

One of the challenges we continually face is keeping our member agencies and the general public
informed about the Biueprint planning process. We are scheduling another round of presentations to
all of our member agencies’ elected bodies this fall. We have also embarked on a media strategy in
an attempt to reach the community at large. Executive Director Barbara Goodwin submitted an op.
ed. piece that was printed in the Fresno Bee (included in package). We have aiso distributed a news
release (included in package) that talks about higher projected population growth and compares
demographic changes occurring in Fresno County and the Valley. KSEE-Channel 24 picked up on
this and interviewed Fresno COG's demographer Kathy Chung. Our Blueprint Roundtable members
from the building industry are preparing a follow-up opinion piece about housing issues associated
with growth and affordable housing. Member agencies are requested to assist us with getting the
word out on Biueprint activities.

This was an information/discussion item and required no further action from the Board.

E. 2008 Washington D.C. “One Voice” - Cail for Projects

Barbara Steck (COG) reported on this item. It is again time to begin the process of planning the
annual “One Voice™ trip to Washington DC where we will present a list of priorities for our region.
Our trips over the past five years have been quite fruitfu! as noted in the enclosed brochure and in
the Fresnc COG “One Voice” 2007 Summary and 2008 Recommendations on our website at
www fresnocog.org .

The 2008 “One Voice” trip will take place February 9-14, 2008. In preparation, we have been in
communication with our D.C. lobbyist, Simon & Company, to discuss their recommendations for
project selection criteria. As noted in their memo, they are suggesting that we limit the number of
projects to one in each appropriations category and that we remain in the $2 to $3 million maximum
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range for each. In addition, we need to solicit information on policy issues and regulatory reform that
our member agencies and community partners may be concerned with so that we can raise those
issues with our Washington delegation and their staff. We have mailed the call for projects, with
proposals due to us on September 28" (The information is also available on our website at
www . fresnocoa.org). We will schedule a project selection committee meeting on October 17th to
review project proposals and make recommendations to the Policy Board in November. {STECK]

This was an information/discussion item and required no further action from the Board.

F. Legislative Affairs

In an effort to be responsive to pending legislation Fresno COG will be actively reviewing and making
recommendations on priority legislation. As pieces of legisiation are brought to our attention by
action reguest or by research, staff will make available the necessary background information to
allow for formal position recommendation by the Policy Board.

Proposition 1B; State- Local Partnership Program Funds

Included in your agenda package is a letter dated July 13, 2007 sent from the Valley COG Director's
Policy Council to various state assembly and senate members regarding the State-Local Partnership
Program (SLPP).

As a result of the passage of Proposition 1B in November of 2006, there is $1 billion in bend
proceeds available for the SLPP. Proposition 1B requires that the legislature must appropriate funds
from the SLPP and that the funds are to be allocated by the California Transportation Commission
over a five-year period and must be matched on a cne-to-one basis with local funds. The state
legistature is currently reviewing two proposals: SB 748 and AB 1351. Different approaches exist
between the two bills on the guidelines required to allocate the funds.

At their July meeting, the Policy Council agreed to support the following specific points to be included

in the funding guidelines for the State-Local Partnership Program:

»  Toll road and bridge toli fees may not qualify as matching funds.

. Funds may not be used for road rehabilitation or maintenance.

. Size of projects to receive State-Local Partnership funding should have a total cost of no less
than $15 million.

. Decisions on funding should be delayed until 2009-10.

As the letter states, the Policy Council is not faking a formal stance on any particular bill, but they
do agree to support the above listed points. We are aware that CSAC, the Regional Council of
Rural Counties, and the League of California cities are also weighing in on the State-Local
Partnership Program funding guidelines by supporting SB 748 (Corbett). [DANSBY]

After an expressed opportunity for public comment, a motion was made by Councilmember
Aguayo {Fowler) and seconded by Mayor Lopez (Parlier) to send a follow-up letter to members of
the state legistature reiterating the specific points outfined in the Policy Council's letter. A vote
was called for and the motion carried.

State Senate Bill 9: Proposition 1B: Trade Corridors Improvement Fund

SB 9. authored by Senator Lowenthal, proposes to allocate the $2 billion made available in the
Trade Corridors Improvement Fund through the passage of Proposition 1B. SB 9 establishes a
process by which the California Transportation Commission (CTC) selects and funds projects that
reduce congestion and air pollution along trade corridors in California. More specifically, this bill:
1) Limits allocations to projects located in four specified trade corridors: a) Port of Oakland
through Donner Pass to the California-Nevada state line, b) Port of Oakland to the San Joaquin
Valley, and including the Tehachapi Pass, c) Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach through Los
Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, and Riverside Counties to the California-Nevada state line,
and d) Port of San Diego to the Orange County and Riverside County lines.
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2) Requires the CTC to allocate funds to projects providing at least a 50% match using tocal,
state, and federal monies. This bill exempts grade separation projects and projects improving
border access from the local match requirement.,

3) Projects must be included in a regional transportation plan and in a corridor plan.

4} Earmarks $50 million for projects located outside of the four designated trade corridors.

5) Places greatest emphasis, with respect io determining allocation of the $2 billion, on a trade
corridor improvement project's ability to reduce emissions, including carbon dioxide.

Because time is of the essence for weighing in on pending legislation due to the legislative
session ending on September 14th, and the fact that the Policy Board will not be meeting until
after this date, Barbara Goodwin sent a letter dated August 25th (included in your agenda
package) to Senator Lowenthal on behalf of the Fresno COG requesting certain amendments to
SB 9. First, under item 1 above, SB 9 describes one of the four trade corridors as going from the
Port of Oakland “to” the San Joaquin Valley and not “through” the Valley. This needs to be
rectified as the State’s Goods Movement Action Plan identifies the San Joaquin Valley as one of
the four Trade Corridors so SB 9 and the State’s plan need to be consistent. Secondly, the bill
refers to several public agencies in relation to this particular corridor but does not list any in the
Valley south of Stanislaus. So Barbara’s letter includes the reguest that all of the Valley COG's
be listed in the bill as stakeholders since any improvements either within or at the southern and
northern ends of the Valley affect us all.

Enclosed in this letter to Senator Lowenthal is an excerpt from our Valley's Draft Regional Goods
Movement Action Plan, 2007, that lists factors that the State should consider when programming
the Proposition 1B Trade Corridor and Air Quality Mitigation Funding. [DANSBY]

This was an information item and required no further action from the Board.
Developing a Fresno COG Legislative Platform for 2008

COG staff recommended that the Policy Board develop a Fresno COG Legislative Platform for
2008. Itis staff's intention that this first effort would lay the groundwork for future annual updates.

in recent years, the Fresno COG has become more involved with State and Federal legisiative
matters through the One Voice advocacy efforts, the contracting with state and federal lobbying
firms, and the proactive position taking on bills in the state legislature. Through these efforts and
more, COG has increasingly served as a unifying voice for the Fresno region. To build on this,
staff believes the COG also needs a unified voice on legislative matters in the form of a
Legislative Piatform that could include advocacy goals for state and/or federal legislation, as well
as regulatory and policy issues that are of importance 1o the region. With a Legislative Platform
in place, COG management and our lobbyists can take a more proactive approach when
advocating for common goals and would also be able fo respond in a timelier manner to outside
requests for COG input on legisiative matters of importance.

Included in your agenda package are three samples of 2007 Legislative Platforms for your
review: one from the Kern COG; one from the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (the
transportation planning agency for the nine-county San Francisco Bay Area); and one from the
San Joaguin Valley Air Poliution Control District.

If the Policy Board gives the go-ahead for this project, then staff would like to suggest that an ad-
hoo sub-committee be formed with members from the Board, PAC, COG management, and CoG
staff to help direct the development of the Legislative Platform.

In a similar effort, the Valley COG Directors and their Policy Council, which consists of two
elected officials from each of the eight Valley counties, are planning to develop a San Joaquin
Valley Legislative Platform to be used when appropriate, to present a unified voice on legisiative
matters. Staff will provide updates to our committees on this effort as needed. [DANSBY]
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Fresno COG Sitting As the Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Authority

Vil

Fresno COG Sitting As the Council of Fresno County Governments #*

The Board concurred that staff schedule a pre-Board workshop at 6:00 p.m. before the Cctober
Board meeting.

ABANDONED VEHICLE ABATEMENT REQUEST

Clark Thompson {COG) reported on this item. Section 22710(c)(2) of the Vehicle Code states that
money received by an Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Service Authority shall be used only for the
abatement, removal, and disposal as public nuisances of any abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, or
inoperative vehicles or parts thereof from private or public property. The guidelines for program
implementation, contained in the Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Program Handbook developed by the
California Highway Patrol, state that major purchases exceeding $2,500 require the participating
jurisdiction to request approval from the Service Authority, and these requests shall include a detailed
justification. When evaluating a request, a Service Authority shall ensure the funds are being expended
in accordance with Section 22710(c)(2) and for the benefit of the AVA Program.

Fresno County has requested the Fresno County Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Service Authority
approve reimbursement of the cost to purchase two computers to be used exclusively by the Fresno
County Sheriffs Department in its abandoned vehicle abatement program. Fresno County is requesting
reimbursement of $7,690.46. The enclosed quotation from Dell is the basis for the County's request.
Fresno County would be reimbursed from its formula share of funding, so the funding amounts of other
agency AVA programs are not affected by this request. [THOMPSON}

After an expressed opportunity for public comment, a motion was made by Mayor Lopez (Orange Cove)
and seconded by Mayor Silva (Mendota) to approve Fresno County's funding request. A vote was
catted for and the motion carried.

Quorum: Mayor Dhaliwal (San Joaquin) ieft leaving a quorum of 47.24%.

Vil

OTHER BUSINESS
A. tems from Staff

1. First Annual Summit/California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley

Barbara Goodwin, Executive Director reported that The Annual Summit for the California
Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley and Air Quality Symposium will be held on Thursday,
October 4, 2007 at the Visalia Convention Center in Visalia, California.

Ms. Goodwin also reported that the San Joaquin Valley Regional Transportation Planning
Agencies Fall Policy Conference would meet in Stockton on November 1-2. [This Conference
has been cancelled and will be rescheduled to a later date.]

B. items from Members

Mayor Lopez (Orange Cove) thanked the Board and especially Mayor Robert Silva and
Mayor Armando Lopez for their help and support regarding the meetings related to the
water issues in the County and the Vailey. Mayor Whalen (Ciovis) congratulated Mayor
Lopez and others involved for the good press conference regarding these issues.
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IX.

REQUEST FOR PRESENTATION IN OCTOBER - The Volunteer Center of Fresno County

The Volunteer Center of Fresno County is requesting a 5 minute presentation before the COG Board at
its October 25" Board meeting. Mr. Michael O'Hare, Field Coordinator would like to make the
presentation regarding volunteering during regional natural disasters.

After an expressed opportunity for public comment, a motion was made by Mayor Montelonge (Sanger)
and seconded by Councilmember Aguayo (Fowler) to approve the presentation for the October agenda.
A vote was called for and the motion carried.

Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

~

BARBARA GOODWIR, Executive Director
Council of Fresno County Governments

\dw
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Attachment A
Observers and Non-Members
COG Board Meeting
September 27, 2007

Andreas Borgeas, Candidate for Fresno City Counci, District 2
Paul Winter, Observer
Leroy Brown, Concerned Citizen
Pam A, Dictos, CPA
Bruce Rudd, City of Fresno
Al Galven, PG&E
Shannon Koontz, PG&E
Stan Nakagawa, Fresno Co. Public Works
Dennis Manning, FARRC
John Downs, FAX/ICOG
Jeff Long, FAX/COG
Jeffrey D. Webster, FCRTA
Les Beshears, COG
Clark Thompson, COG
Brenda Lauchner, COG
Marla Day, COG
Renee DeVere, COG
Kathy Chung, COG
Dottie Wright, COG



Council of Fresno County Governments
2007 Public Participation Plan

Draft

Released for public comment October 10, 2007
Comments due by November 29, 2007

2035 Tulare Street, Suite 201
Fresno, CA 93721
Phone: 559-233-4148

Fax: 559-233-9645
Website: www.fresnocog.org







Fresno COG’s
2007 Public Participation Plan

Table of Contents

Chapter Page Number

I. Introduction _
Py a Ve Y L O € OOV U U O PO O OO U PSSR PT PN 3

Purpose of the Pubic Participation Plan... s 4
2. Federal Requirements

SAFETEA-LU ..o eeterreseretene e e r e ras e bk bFA kiR e R SR s R R e SRS TR R R p e 5

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 0f 1904 e 5

EXECULTVE OFAETS wervreverereereesressesessssarsssessssssssasssssmssessessesisssssiossossssssassssssmrsasassssensessessasss 90

The Brown Act..cmmeiennnes eeeeeeeeteteararaeetesebtasatereber et n et et s e e ab b ea e AT AT e en R ek e ban e ehsh e 6

Americans with DIsabilities A Gl sos et ssssnses s 7

Other REQUITEIMIEIIES wurvvusoioreressressesrsensossrasters s atas s ams b s s b 7
3. Project/Plan Specific Public Participation Requirements

Regional Transportation PIafl et e 8-10

Federal Transportation Improvement PrOZram . i 10-13

Public Participation Plan . ... emmsssssissssioseas SR 13
4. Development of the 2007 Public Participation Plan..... e 14
5. Public Participation Strategies ... e 15-18
6. Additional Fresno COG Public Participation Policies ..., 19-20
7. Designing Project Specific Public Participation Plans ... 21-23
Appendices Page Number
Appendix A: Partnerships and CONtacts ........ccvmrmerermerimemmimsssrssssmrississssisssss 24-26
Appendix B: Fresno COG COMMILIEES.....rrrerriiverinicnicsminsinsssssssssssenssssissssssssscoses 27-31
Appendix C: Public Participation Plan Update Introductory letter ................... 32-34
Appendix D: Public Participation Survey & Results ...t 35-41
Appendix E: Focus Groups

Sample TEIVIEALION 1. oeoseesseseseseseeseseseeses s sesessesessesesesoe s ress s s ssssssssse s 4243

FOCus group MIPUL e scsssrssceess oo s 43-47






Council of Fresno County Governments
2007 Public Participation Plan
Draft October 2007

I, Introduction

Council of Fresno County Governments

As 2 Regional Transportation Planning Agency (RTPA), the Council of Fresno County
Governments (Fresno COG) addresses issues of mutual concern to the county and the cities
in the Fresno County region, and satisfies Federal and State transpottation planning and
programming mandates. Fresno COG provides a forum for planning, discussion, and study
of area-wide issues, prepares and adopts regional plans and programs, serves as the regional
agency for federal and state transportation programs and funding opportunities and
addresses other area-wide issues based on the desires of the member jurisdictions. Fresno
COG represents its member jurisdictions as planner, programmer, and broker in developing
an efficient and effective inter-modal transportation system that provides for the mobility

needs of people, goods, and setvices while protecting the environment.

Fresno COG and its member agencies are tesponsible for determining policy, adopting plans
and programs, and awarding funds to implement these plans. This procedural document is
intended to give the Fresno COG elected officials and staff guidance in providing for public
involvement and interagency consultation in the regional planning process. It contains
procedures and strategies Fresno COG uses to instigate, seek and foster greater public
involvement regarding transportation matters within its discretion. Fresno COG’s
documented participation plan defines a process for providing reasonable opportunities to

be involved in the metropolitan transportation planning process.



Purpose of the Public Participation Plan

Fresno COG has developed this Public Participation Plan (PPP) as a guide to meeting the
requirements for public participation outlined in PPP. The PPP is intended to provide
direction for public participation activities to be conducted by Fresno COG and contains the
procedures, strategies and techniques used by Fresno COG for public participation. In its
public participation process, Fresno COG wilk:

Provide adequate public notice of public participation activities and time for public
review and comment at key decision points, including but not limited to, a reasonable
opportunity to comment on the proposed Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and
the Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FT1P);

» Provide timely notice and reasonable access to information about Fresno COG’s
issues and processes;

*  Employ visualization techniques to describe the RTP and FT1P;

Make public information (technical information and meeting notices) available in

electronically accessible formats and means, such as the World Wide Web;

Hold any public meetings at convenient and accessible locations and times;

Demonstrate explicit consideration and response to public input received durning the

development of the R1P and the FTIP;

»  Seck out and consider the needs of those traditionally underserved by existing
transportation systems, such as low-income and minority households, who may face
challenges accessing employment and other services;

*  Provide an additional opportunity for public comment, if the final RTP or FTTP
differs significantly from the version that was made available for public comment by
the Fresno COG and raises new material issues which interested parties could not
reasonably have foreseen from the public involvement efforts;

= Coordinate with the statewide transportation planning public involvement and

consultation processes;

Periodically review the effectiveness of the procedures and strategies contained in

this PPP to ensure a full and open participation process.



2.  Federal Requirements

SAFETEA-LU

The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users —
better known as SAFETEA-LU — signed into law in 2005, underscores the need for public
involvement and requires metropolitan planning agencies such as Fresno COG to “provide
citizens, affected public agencies, representatives of transportation agency employees, private
providers of transportation and other interested parties with a reasonable opportunity to

comment” on transportation plans and programs.

SAFETEA-LU legislation also requires Fresno COG — when developing the Regional
Transportation Plan and the Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) — to
coordinate transportation plans with expected growth, economic development,
environmental protection and other related planning activities within our region. Toward this
end, this Public Participation Plan outlines key decision points for consulting with affected

local, regional, state and federal agencies and Tribal governments.

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
Title V1 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 requires that transportation planning and

programming be non-discriminatory on the basis of race, color, national origin or disability.
The federal statute was further clarified and supplemented by the Civil Rights Restoration
Act of 1987 and a series of federal statutes enacted in the 1990s relating to the concept of

environmental justice. The fundamental principles of environmental justice include:

*  Avoiding, minimizing ot mitigating disproportionately high and adverse health or

environmental effects on minority and low-income populations;

*  Ensuting full and fair participation by all potentially affected communities in the

transportation decision-making process; and

®  Preventing the denial, reduction or significant delay in the receipt of benefits by

minortity populations and low-income communities.



Executive Orders

An Executive Order is an order given by the President to federal agencies. As a recipient of

federal revenues, Fresno COG assists federal transportation agencies in complying with

these ordess.

n

Executive Order 12898: Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in

Minority Populations and Low-Income Populatons

In February 1994, President William Clinton signed Executive Order 12898, Federal
Actions to Address Environmental Justice for Minority Populations and Low-
Income Populations, which mandates that federal agencies make achieving
environmental justice part of their missions. This order requires that
disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects on
minotity and low-income populations be identified and addressed in order to achieve
environmental justice. Minority populations ate defined in the order as

Black/ African-American, Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, American Indian and
Alaskan Native. Low-income populations ate defined in the order as persons whose
household income (or in the case of a community or group, whose median
household income) is at or below the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services poverty guidelines, with those at 0 percent of median income classified as

low income and those at 50 percent of median income classified as very-low income.

Executive Order 13166: Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited

English Proficiency

Executive Order 13166 states that people who speak limited English should have
meaningful access to federally conducted and federally funded programs and
activities. It requires that all federal agencies identify any need for services to those
with limited English proficiency and develop and implement a system to provide

those services so all persons can have meaningful access to SErVICEeS.

The Brown Act (State of California Government Code sections 54950-54962)

The Ralph M. Brown Act govesns the meeting and actions of governing boards of local

public agencies and their created bodies. Requirements of the Brown Act also apply to any

committee or other subsidiary body of a local agency, whether permanent or temporaty,

decision-making or advisory, which is created by such a governing board. ‘The Brown Act



sets minimum standards for open meetings relative to access to the public, location of
meetings, notice posting, agenda distribution, and public input. The public agency may
adopt reasonable regulations ensuring the public’s right to address the agency, including
regulations to limit the total amount of time allocated for public testimony. The Fresno
COG Board and its standing committees all adhere to these requirements involving proper

noticing, access and the ability to address the Board and committees.

Due to time constraints, unscheduled comments by the public may be limited to 3 minutes
in length, however the agency encourages interested citizens to provide written copies of
presentations to the Board/Commmittees, particularly if the statement is too long to be
presented in its entirety. Citizens unable to attend the meetings may submit their concerns
and ideas in writing to staff, who will then present the comments to the respective

Board/Committee in either a written or oral format.

Americans with Disabilities Act

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) stipulates involving the community,
particularly those with disabilities, in the development and improvement of services. All
events held for programs or projects with Federal aid and open to the general public must be
made accessible to everyone, including the disabled.

Fresno COG is in compliance with the ADA by having accessible formats and public
hearings, consulting with individuals from the disabled community, and conducting outreach
by maintaining an extensive mailing and email lists , developing contacts, and other means of

notification to participate in the planning process.

Other Requirements

A number of other federal and state laws call on Fresno COG to involve and notify the
public in its decisions. Fresno COG complies with all other public notification requirements
of the California Public Records Act, the California Environmental Quality Act, as well as
other applicable state and federal laws.



3.  Project/Plan Specific Public Participation Requirements

There are two key transpottation initiatives that are specially called out in federal law as
needing early and continuing opportunities for public participation — development of the

Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and the Federal Transportation Improvement Program

(FTIP).

Because of its compreheunsive, long-term vision, the RTP provides the earliest and the best
opportunity for interested residents and public agencies to influence Fresno COG’s policy
and investment priorities for Fresno County transportation. It is at this eatlier RTP stage
where investment priorities and major planning-level project design concepts are established,

and broad, regional impacts of transportation on the environment are addressed.

A. Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)

The long-range Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) prioritizes and guides all Fresno County
transportation development over 25 years. The RTP is the comptehensive blueprint for
transportation investment (transit, highway, local roads, bicycle and pedestrian projects), and
establishes the financial foundation for how the region invests in its surface transportation
system by identifying how much money is available to address crmcal transportation needs
and setting the policy on how pro]ected revenues are to be spent The RTP is generally
updated every four years, with a limited number of amendments as needed. Opportunities
for public participation for the RTP are different for RTP updates versus RTP amendments.
RTP Updates include significant revisions to the RTP document, while RTP amendments

are generally specific to project scopes, schedules, or costs.

» RTP Update
The RTP update reflects reaffirmed or new planning priotities and changing

projections of growth and travel demand based on a reasonable forecast of future
tevenues available to the region. As necessary, Fresno COG prepares two technical
companion documents for RTP updates: a program-level Environmental Impact
Report per California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines, and
transportation air quality conformity analyses (to ensure clean air mandates are met)
per federal Clean Air Act requirements. Certain revisions to the RTP may warrant a
tevision or update to these technical documents. See the update outreach

tequirements listed below.



RTP Amendment

An amendment is a major revision to a long-range RTP, including adding or deleting
a project, major changes in project costs, and/ot design concept and scope (e.g.,
changing project locations, open to traffic dates, or the number of through traffic
lanes). Changes to projects that are included in the financially unconstrained portion
of the RTP (as information only} do not require an amendment. An amendment
requires public review and comment, demonstration that the project can be
completed based on expected funding, and /or a finding that the change 1s consistent
with federal transportation conformity mandates. Amendments that requite an
update to the air quality conformity analysis will be subject to conformity and
interagency consultation procedures. See the update outreach requirements listed

below.

RTP Administrative Modification

"This is 2 minor revision to the RTP for minor changes to project/project phase
costs, or funding sources. An administrative modification does nof require public
review and comment, demonstration that the project can be completed based on
expected funding, nor a finding that the change is consistent with federal

transportation conformity requirements.

Qutreach for RTP Updates

Public Meetings, workshops, and surveys during the RTP development period to solicit

public dialogue and comment on the RTP process including, but not limited to issues such

as;!

¢  Overview of the planning process

* RTP goals, objectives, performance indicators

s RTDP project lists

e RTP funding scenarios

¢ Legally noticed public comment petiod on the Draft RTP Update. The length of
the public comment period is generally 45 days

¢ Legally noticed public hearing

RTP Updates also generally require an amendment to the Federal Transportation

Improvement Program (FITP) and a new Air Quality Conformity Analysis.



Outreach for RTP Amendments

As such, the public participation process for RTP amendments follow the requirements as
outlined for the FTIP, as applicable.

B. Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP)
The Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) implements the policy and
investment priotities expressed by the public and adopted by Fresno COG in the Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP). In this way, public comments made as part of the RTP are
reflected in the FTIP as well. The FTIP covers a four-year timeframe, and all projects
included in the FTIP must be consistent with the RTP, The FTIP is a comprehensive listing
of Fresno County Area surface transportation projects — including transit, highway, local
roadway, bicycle and pedestrian investments -— that:

* receive federal funds, or are

s subject to a federally required action, or are

e regionally significant, for federal air quality conformity purposes.

The FTIP includes 2 financial plan that demonstrates there are sufficient revenues to ensure
that the funds committed (or “programmed”) to the projects ate available to implement the
projects or project phases. Adoption of the FTTP also requires a finding of conformity with

federal transportation-ait quality conformity mandates.

The FTIP is updated every two years, with amendments occurring as needed. FTIP updates
are generally considered similar to the Type 5 amendment (see below), and follow a similar
public participation process. For F1IP Amendments, FHWA identifies six types, each with

specific participation requirements, as indicated below.

Expedited Project Selection Procedures (EPSP) allows eligible projects to be moved between
FTIP fiscal years as long as the project cost and sco?e do not change. Fresno COG staff 1s
federally authorized to utilize EPSP without additional State or Federal approval action.
Fresno COG does not require a formal public participation process for EPSP actions. A
more detailed description of the EPSP is available from Fresno COG staff upon request.

Federal rules allow MPOs to group ot combine projects that ate not considered to be of
appropriate scale for individual listing. Such grouped projects are often referred to as
“Lump Sum Project Listings.” Fresno COG uses this ability to program lump sums within
the FTIP. Such projects may be grouped by function (e.g., bike lanes), work type {e.g.,

10



maintenance), or geographical area. Once grouped, the MPO is required to maintain, outside

of the FTIP, a detail list of the projects contained in each group.

Modifications to the projects or costs within the lump sum listings are conducted on an as
needed basis and do not require a formal public participation process. However, any
changes to the overall lump sum costs or scope are done in accordance with the amendment
types below. Lump sum project listings are made available through the Fresno COG website
and distributed to Caltrans and FHWA.

Amendment Type 1. Administrative

Administrative amendments include minor changes to project cost, schedule, scope, or
funding sources. Administrative amendments require action by Fresno COG and
approval by Caltrans. Federal agencies are notified, but do not take approval action on
Type 1 amendments. Public notification of an administrative amendment is posted on
Fresno COG’s website at the time of action, and subsequently posted on Caltrans

website after Caltrans’ approval.

Amendment Type 2. Formal Amendment — Funding Changes

Type 2 amendments primarily include project cost changes that are greater than 20% of
the total project cost or $2 milhon, whichever is higher. Type 2 amendments require
approval by Fresno COG, Caltrans, and FHWA. Publicly accessible notification of a
Type 2 formal amendment is posted on Fresno COG’s website at least 14 days prior to
action, and distributed to local agency partners through Fresno COG’s standing
committees. Fresno COG will consider public comments on the amendment prior to

approval action.

Amendment Type 3. Formal Amendment — Exempt Projects

Type 3 amendments primatily include adding or deleting projects that are exempt from
regional air quality emissions analyses. These amendments typically include transit or
safety projects. Type 3 amendments require approval by Fresno COG, Caltrans, and
FHWA. Public notification of a Type 3 formal amendment is posted on Fresno COG’s
website at least 14 days prior to action, and distributed to local agency partners through
Fresno COG’s standing committees. Fresno COG will consider public comments on the

amendment prior to approval action.

11



Amendment Type 4. Formal Amendment — Conformity Determination that
Relies on a Previous Regional Emissions Analysis

Type 4 amendments primarily include adding or deleting projects that have already been
appropriately modeled for air quality purposes as part of the RTP. In this case, the
federal approving agencies can use a previous analysis of the project’s impact on air
quality for approval purposes. Type 4 amendments may be accompanied by an RTP
amendment to maintain consistency. The FTIP amendment and RTP Amendment (if
applicable) follow the same public process. Type 4 amendments require approval by

Fresno COG, Caltrans, and FHWA. Public notification of a Type 4 formal amendment
includes:

Legally noticed 30-day public comment period

Legally noticed public meeting
*  Posting of amendment information on Fresno COG’s website during public
comment period

Publishing amendment information as part of the following publicly available
Fresno COG agendas: Transportation Technical Committee, Policy Advisory
Committee and Fresno COG Policy Board

Consideration and response to public comments received during comment

petiod

Amendment Type 5. Formal Amendment — Conformity Determination and

New Regional Emissions Analysis

Type 5 amendments are the highest level amendment and primarily involve adding or
deleting new projects that must be modeled for their air quality impacts, or significantly
changing the design concept, scope, or schedule of an existing project. Type 5
amendments are accompanied by a new Air Quality Conformity Document that
demonstrates conformity with applicable air quality requirements, and if applicable, an
RTP amendment to maintain consistency. The FTIP amendment, Air Quality
Conformity Document, and RTP Amendment (if applicable) follow the same public
process. Type 5 amendments require approval action by Fresno COG, Caltrans, and
FHWA. Public notification of a Type 5 formal amendment includes:

Legally noticed 30-day public comment petiod

Legally noticed public meeting

* Posting of amendment information on Fresno COG’s website during public

comment period
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= Publishing amendment information as patt of the following publicly available
Fresno COG agendas: Transportation Technical Committee, Policy Advisory
Committee, and Fresno COG Policy Board

Consideration and response to public comments received during comment

perod

Public Participation Plan

Major revisions ot updates to the Fresno COG Public Participation Plan include a 45-day
public review period and public hearing. Fresno COG staff will conduct a petiodic review of

the effectiveness of the Public Involvement Process to determine if current strategies are

effective.
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4. Development of the 2007 Public Participation Plan

While updating the 2007 Public Participation Plan in compliance with Federal legislation
(Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users,
known as SAFETEA-LU), Fresno COG embarked upon a four-month evaluation of our
current public participation practices by requesting input and consultation on how to best
engage the public and interested parties in our transportation planning process. This was
accomplished via online and hard copy survey and through focus groups. The survey results
and focus group communication summaries are included in Appendices C and D in this

Public Participation Plan.
The five focus groups were organized as follows:
» Public and Private Transportation Providers (September 28, 2007)
*  PFresno COG's Member Agency planning staff and city managers (October 1, 2007)
*  Agencies representing Environmental Justice populations (October 2, 2007)
* Fresno County community (October 2, 2007}
» Public Information/Relations Officers (October 4, 2007)
Two additional focus groups were attempted with Resource Agencies and student leaders,
but invited representatives were unresponsive. Additional input was received in writing, and

via phone and email.

"The 2007 Public Participation Plan has been enhanced in response to all comments received

ptior to and during this public process.
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5.

Public Participation Strategies

Fresno COG Staff uses several strategies to provide interested parties with reasonable

opportunities to be involved in the planning process. Staff understands that prior to

involvement in Fresno COG’s planning activities, members of the public must understand

what Fresno COG’s mission is, and what issues are under consideration.

A list of participation strategies follows that includes tried-and-true approaches as well as

new suggestions received during the Public Participation Plan development process. Fresno

COG staff will define appropriate outreach strategies for each plan/program on a case-by-

case basis, and select appropriate options from the following lists.

Public Meetings/Workshops

Participate in or speak at meetings of existing agencies/community groups
Co-host workshops with community groups, business associations, etc.
Partner with community-based organizations in low-income and minority communities for

targeted outreach

Techniques for Public Meetings/Workshops

Open Houses

Facilitated discussions

Question-and-Answer sessions with planners and policy board members
Break-out sessions for smaller group discussions on multiple topics
Interactive exercises

Customized presentations

Vary time of day for workshops (day/evening)

Visualization Techniques

Maps

Charts, illustrations, photographs
Table-top displays and models
Web content and interactive games
Electronic voting

PowerPoint shide shows
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Polis/Surveys
#  Statistically valid telephone polls

= Electtonic surveys via Web

= Intetcept interviews where people congregate, such as at transit hubs

Printed surveys distributed at meetings, transit hubs, on-board transit vehicles, etc.

Focus Groups
*  Participants recruited randomly from telephone polls
*  Participants recruited by interest area

Printed Materials

*  User-friendly documents (including use of executive summaries and simplified

language)
= Post catds

Maps, chatts, photographs, and other visual means of displaying information

Targeted Mailings/Flyers
*  Work with community-based organizations to hand deliver flyers
*  Mail to targeted database lists
L]

Distribute “Take-one” flyers to key community organizations

» Place notices on board transit vehicles and transit hubs

Utilize local media

News Releases

Submit human interest stories that centet around COG projects

* Invite reporters to news briefings

Meet with editogrial staff

= Opinion pieces/commentaries

Purchase display ads/radio & TV advertising

= Negotiate inserts into local printed media

*  Visit minority media outlets to encourage use of MTC news releases
Place speakers on Radio/TV talk shows

Public Service Announcements on radio and TV

Develop content for public access/ cable television programming

"  Civic journalism partnerships
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Electronic Access to Information

Web site with updated content and simplified layouts

Audio/videocasts of current and past public meetings/workshops

Electronic duplication of open house/wotkshop materials

Interactive Web with surveys, comment line

Access to maps, chatts, plans

Provide information in advance of public meeting

Post event/meeting information on online news sites, calendars, community &

discussion websites

Notify Public via

Blast e-mails

Notice widely disseminated through new partnerships with community-based and
interest organizattons

Newsletters

Printed materials

Electronic access to information

Local Media

Notices placed on board transit vehicles and at transit hubs

Newsletters

Fresno COG’s newsletter COG Outlook
Project specific email and print newsletters
Board Action Summaries

Submit articles for publication in community/corporate/online newsletters

Techniques for Involving Environmental Justice Communities

Make regular reports to Fresno COG’s ongoing committees such as the ADA Advisory
Coungil, SSTAC, ...

Grants to community-based organizations to organize & tailor meetings, customize
presentation materials, provide incentives and remove barriers to participation in their
comimunities

“Take One” flyers on transit vehicles and transit hubs

Outreach in the community (flea markets, churches, health centers, etc.)

Translate materials; have translators available at meetings as requested

Include information on meeting notices on how to request translation assistance
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Robust use of “visualization” techniques, including maps and graphics to illustrate
trends, choices being debated, etc.

»  Use of community and minority media outlets to announce participation opportunities

Techniques for Repotting on Impact of Public Comments
=  Summarize key themes of public comments in staff reports to Fresno COG standing

committees

» Direct mail and email to participants from meetings, surveys, etc. to repott final
outcomes

*  Newsletter articles

* Updated and interactive Web content
Other Outreach

»  Information,/comment tables or booths at community events and public gathering

spaces
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6. Additional Fresno COG Public Participation Policies

The following requirements will apply as deemed appropriate by the Fresno COG

management staff and Policy Board Chair:
1. No person shall be denied participation.

2. As required, a public notice will be placed in the legal advertising sections of at least
one newspaper of general circulation within the affected community, including a
Spanish-language publication when possible. The notification requirements are

identified beginning on page 25.

3. Fresno COG shall provide appropriate assistance, auxiliary aids, a
translator/interpreter for non-English speaking and hearing impaired individuals
and/or services when necessary if requested 3 working days in advance of the
meeting, to afford disabled individuals an equal opportunity. If Fresno COG s
unable to accommodate a request for a public hearing then the hearing will be

continued on a specified date when accommeodations are available.

4. Fresno COG will also obtain a subscription to a language line as needed for dajf«»to—
day public inquiries.

5. Fresno COG’s website shall maintain a link to a translation setvice for information

contained on the agency site.

6. Meeting agendas and minutes are currently made available upon written request via
regular mail, and they are added regulatly to Fresno COG’s internet website.
Agendas ate also posted at meeting locations ate posted at least 72 hours before
regular meetings of advisory or standing committees or 24 hours before special
meetings. Fresno COG circulates an annotated agenda with supporting documents to
all committee members and support staff, and annotated agenda packets are sent to
the main branch of the Fresno County library. The Brown Act (CA Government
Code 54954.1) also states that any person may request a copy of the agenda or a copy
of all the documents constituting the agenda packet, of any meeting of a legislative
body be mailed to that person. That request is valid for the calendar year in which 1t
is filed, and must be renewed following January 1 of each year. The legislative body
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10.

11

may establish 2 fee for mailing the agenda or agenda packet, which fee shall not

exceed the cost of providing the service.

Public hearings will be held prior to a decision point as a formal means to gather
citizen comments and positions from all interested parties for public record and
input into the decision making process. Fresno COG hearings are requited for the
adoption of major plans, programming of money and for the annual Unmet Transit
Needs analysis. Notices for public hearings will be published in a general circulation
newspaper. Fresno COG will accept prepared comments from the public during the
period between the notice and hearing date. These comments will be considered
part of the public record. Also during this period, Fresno COG staff will accept

questions and provide clarification on issues raised by the public.

Fresno COG’s media list includes newspapers, radio and television broadcast media,

and appropriate business or government pubfications and contacts serving Fresno

County.

If major amendments are made to any plans or programs during the review and
comment period, the plan(s) will be made available for an additional 30-45 day public
review and comment period priot to final adoption.  Such changes shall also be
advertised via news release to all media outlets, on community flyers and on the

Fresno COG website as deemed necessary in the specific project area ptior to final
adoption.

The Executive Director ot her designee will coordimate with the state to enhance
public consideration for the State Transportation Plan or the State Transportation

Improvement Plan.

. Fot high-profile projects/plans Fresno COG tmay form a citizens' advisory

committee specific to that particular plan or project, or detetmine what, if any,

existing committees would appropriately review the plan or project.
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6.

Designing Project Specific Public Participation Plans

Based on the activities outlined in Chapter four, below is a recommended outline for public

participation planning which should assist staff in developing an effective plan.

1. Define Purpose and Objectives for Public Involvement

Before initiating public dialogue, project managers should cleatly define purpose and

objectives

2. Consultation and Cootrdination with Other Agencies

a.

Determine appropriate agencies (e.g., EPA, FTA, FHWA, Native American Indian
tribal governments, California Air Resources Board, California Department of
Transportation, California Department of Rehabihitation, congestion management
agencies, air districts, transit operators, regional transportation planning agencies,
environmental resource agencies, local planning/public works departments)

Fxplain how the plan will be coordinated with other plans (e.g., statewide plan)

3. 1dentify Stakeholders and Target Audience

Identify target audience (e.g., general public)

Determine strategies to reach traditionally underserved citizens.

Identify stakeholder groups {(e.g., local agencies & jurisdictions, neighboring regional
planning agencies, public agency planning partners, transportation and air quality
planning implementation agencies, environmental and bicycle advocacy groups, disabled,
senior, and minority advocacy and service groups)

Identify mailing list/identify sources {¢.g., business directories, phone directories,
minority listings including Native American nations, business development agencies,
Chamber of Commerce directories including ethnic and small business Chambers,

county assessor’s records, professional and business organization mailing lists, etc.)
Update mailing/email lists

4. Public Hearings
Befote adopting final plans, decide:

a.

Notification:

1) Who will be notified of hearings?

2) Which newspapez(s) will be used?

3) Who will receive staff reports/how will public have access to staff reports?
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4) What other notification techniques will be used other than newspaper (e.g., Fresno
COG Internet Home Page electronic bulletin board, posting, mail, direct contact with
advocacy/community groups, fax)? See Chapter 4 for strategies.
5} How long before hearing date will notices need to be posted?

b. Public comment period:
How long will the comment period be (e.g., 30/45 days minimum)?

c. Public hearings
1) Date, location (check Fresno COG meeting location) and schedule / alternate location
and time for more convenient accessr
2) Purpose of each identified hearing?
3) What materials will be made available duting the hearings?

4) In what languages or formats will materials be made available?

on

. Advisory Committees:

2. Which Fresno COG committees will be used to present staff analysis and products (See
committee listing in Appendix B.)

b. If an ad hoc committee is created, how will members be selected?

¢ What types of input are being sought (e.g., general comments, approval/disapproval,

recommendations, etc.)?

6. Visualization techniques and Public Access to Information:

Decide:

a. What information will be made available (e.g., draft plans, writing on estimates of
funds available, project selection process, and analytical methodology, transportation
and air quality model, technical supporting docutnents, maps, charts, photos)?

b. How information will be available (e.g., libraries, Internet, mailing, emailing, at
workshops and hearings, press releases, schools, Fresno COG office)?

c. What alternative languages and/or formats (e.g., plain text) will be made available?

7. Distribution of Final Documents
a. Who will receive final documents/how they will be distrbuted (e.g., affected agencies,

commenters, libraties, local colleges, at hearings, Fresno COG office)?

o8]

. Response to Public Input

a. How will feedback be provided (e.g., newsletter, computer bulletin boards, reports and

publications, response letters and final plans to commenters)?
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b, What input level will determine Direct or Consolidated Feedback ?

9. Review of Public Involvement Process
a. Who will review (e.g., Fresno COG, FHWA, FTA, public) / how often?

b. How the strategies will be evaluated (based on what criteria, e.g., SAFETEA-LU and
Fresno COG policy)?

10. The Brown Act

How the plan will comply with the requirements (e.g., 72-hour to one-week notice prior to

meetings, meetings open to public)?

11. Americans with Disabilities Act

How the plan will comply with the requirements (contract out review, specially trained
staff, legal review)?

12. Native American Indian Governments

How the plan will comply with requirements (communicate on a government-to-government

basis, seek to keep tribes informed)?
13. Environmental Justice and Underserved Communities

How the plan will comply with requirements to engage minority, low-income, youth, seniofs,

persons with disabilities, and non English-speaking communities?
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Appendix A: Partnerships/Organizational Contacts/Committees

Partnerships

Fresno COG maintains regular involvement with the following agencies: {Recetve monthly meeting

packages, the COG Outlook newsletter, annual reports and any “special” mailings such as notices,

project specific newsletters or flyers, etc. Citizens and privately owned businesses currently on our

mailing list are not mentioned here):

Airport Land Use Commission

Building Industry Association

California High-Speed Rail Authority

California Highway Patrol

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Caltrans, District 06

Central Valley Ridesharing

City of Coalinga

City of Fowler

City of Huron

City of Kingsburg

City of Orange Cove

City of Reedley

City of San Joaquin

Clovis Transit

Consolidated Transportation Service Agency
Economic Opportunities Commuission

Federal Transit Administration

Fresno Area Express

Presno Area Residents for Rail Consolidation
Fresno Business Council

Fresno County Community Heaith Department
Fresno County Economic Opportunities Comm.
Fresno County Rural Transit Agency

Fresno County Bicycle Coalition
Fresno-Madera Area Agency on Aging

Fresno Work Force Investment Corporation
1-5 Business Development Corridor

KFTV Channel 21

KMPH-TV Channel 26

Latino Issues Foram

Local Agency Formation Commission

North Fork Rancheria

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District
Southwest Transportation

Westar Transportation

Big Sandy Rancheria of Mono Indians of CA
California Data Researchers

California Air Resources Board

California Public Utilites Commission
California Trucking Association

Calwa Recreation and Park District

City of Clovis

City of Firebaugh

City.of Fresno

City of Kerman

City of Mendota

City of Parlier

City of Sanger

City of Selma

Cold Springs Tribe

County of Fresno

Federal Highways Administration

Five Cities Economic Development Authority
Fresno Area Citizens for Effective Transportation
Fresno Area Workforce Investment Council
Fresno County/City Chamber of Commerce

'Fresno County Economic Development Cotp
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Fresno County Farm Bureau

Fresno County Transportation Authority
Fresno Cycling Club

Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District
High Speed Rail Authority

KFSN-TV Channel 30

KGPE-TV Channel 47

KSEE-TV Channel 24

League of Women Votets

National Federation of the Blind
Picayune Rancheria

Sierra Club

Table Mountain Rancheria



Other Organizational Contacts:

‘These contacts receive newsletters, annual reports and any “special” mailings or emails such as

notices, project specific newsletters ot flyers as requested:

1000 Friends of Fresno

Adult Protective Services

American Lung Association of Central CA
American Red Cross

Association for Retarded Citizens
Bella Vida Group Home

Boys and Girls Clubs of Fresno
California Armenian Home

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Fresno
California Depattment of Rehabilitatton
CSUF (Several Departments)

Central Valley Aids

Center for Independent Living

Centro La Familia

Children’s Services Network

Clovis Chamber of Commerce
Coalinga Sentor Center

Coalition for Community Trails
Comprehensive Youth Services

Delno Terrace Elderly Housing

Baster Seal Society of Central CA
EOC Local Conservation Cotps
Inc.Exceptional Parents Unlimited
Firebaugh Community Health Center
Fresno Air National Guard

Fresno Bee

Fresno County Adult Services

Fresno County Bicycle Coalition
Fresno County Fire Protection District
Fresno County Info. & Referral Network
County Sheriff’s Office

Fresno Fire Department

Fresno Metro Ministry

Fresno Pacific University

Fresno Rescue Mission

Fresno West Economic Development Corp.

Golden Valley Girl Scouts
ServicesHabitat for Humanity

Hinton Center

Hospice of Fresno, CA

Hy-Pana Convalescent Hospital
Interdenominational Refugee Ministries
Kingsburg Office of Fmergency Services
Lao Buddist Temple

f.ao Veterans of Ametica

Malaga Community Center

Mosqueda Center, Senior Nutrition
National Parks Conservation

A Recovery Center for Chemical Dependency
Alzheimer’s Disease and RDA
American Protective Services, Inc.
Asian Interpreting Services

Balderas FElementary School

Big Brothers, Big Sisters

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad
California Conservation Corps
California Dept. of Fish and Game
California Detoxification Corp. Baart Clinic
Central Community Church

Central Valley Regional Center

Cental Valley Indian Health Center
Children and Family Services

Civil Air Patrol

Clovis Unified School District
Coalinga-Huron Recreation & Parks
Community Food Bank

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Service

East Fresno Baptist Church
Employment Development Department
Evangelicals for Social Action/LOVE
Fowler Chamber of Commerce

Frente Indigena Oaxaqueno Binacional
Fresno Association of Realtors

Fresno City Colleg

Fresno County Adult Protective Services
Fresno County Democratic Party

Fresno County Hispanic Comm. on Alcohol
Fresno County Office of Education Fresno
Fresno Covenant Foundation

Fresno Food Bank

Fresno Neighborhood Alliance

Fresno Police Department

Fresno Unified School District

E.X. Singleton Emergency Food
Governor’s Office of Emergency
Highway City Thrift Center
Hmong-American Advisory

Housing Authority

I-5 Social Services Coorporation, Inc.
Kerman Sentor Center

Kingsburg Senior Center -

Lao Family Community

Las Casitas Village, Str. Nutrition
Mennonite Disaster Services

New United Way

North-Central Fire Department



Older Adult Social Services

Parlier Senior Services

Poverello House

Reedley Chamber of Commerce
Romain Center

San Joaquin River Conservancy
San Joaquin Sentor Center

Senior Citizens Village

SER-Jobs for Progress, Inc.

Sierra Oaks Senior Center

SPCA

Ted C. Wills Center, Seniotr Nutrition
United Hmong Foundation
USDA Forest Service

Valley Caregivers Resoutce Center
Volunteer Buteau

Woodward Park Mohile Homeowners Assn.

Young Men’s Christian Association
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People First

Proteus

Reedley Senior Services

Salvation Army

San Joaquin River Parkway Trust

Selma Senior Centet

Sequoia Safety Council

Sierra National Forest

Southern Baptist Convention

State Center Community College District
United Cerebral Palsy of Central CA
United Way of Fresno County

Valley Advocacy & Communications Center
Victory Christian Fellowship

Winnets on Wheels

World Relief Refugee Services

Young Women’s Christian Association



Appendix B: Fresno COG Committees:

Below ate descriptions of each Fresno COG standing or advisory committee. Agency staff
also serves on a number of other multi-agency advisory committees (General Plan, Rail
Transportation, Affordable Housing, Caltrans Bicycle Advisory Committee, etc.) that mnclude
citizen representation. These committees offer the organization an excellent opportunity for
expanding public awareness of the transportation planning process. This is accomplished

not only by active participation on these committees, but presentations before them as well.

Blueprint Roundtable

The Blueprint Roundtable serves as an advisory committee during the San Joaquin Valley
Blueptint Planning Process. The committee is comprised of professional planners (cities of
Fresno and Clovis, County of Fresno, Eastside Cities, Westside cities), the public-at-large
and one representative from each of the following fields:

e Chamber of Commerce/Business

* FEconomic development

» Development/Construction

¢  Goods movement

e Farming/Agri-business

e Educaton

» Housing Authority

¢ Eavironment/Resources

The committee meets once a month to review recent staff work, recommend actions to the

Fresno COG Policy Board and provide staff with input on Blueprint planning issues.

Association for the Beautification of Highway 99

The Association for the Beautification of Highway 99 was formed in 1998. Its members mclude
concerned businessmen, community activists, and elected officials. The group’s otficial role 1s to
advise Caltrans, Fresno County, and the cities of Fresno, Fowler, Selma, and Kingsburg on matters
relating to the aesthetics of Highway 99. Fresno COG provides staff support to the Association, and
also funded the Highway 99 Beantification Master Plan of 2000.

Farmland Conservation Model Program

The Farmland Conservation Model Program convened in around May of 2007 to oversee

implementation of the Farmland Consetvation Model Progtam within Fresno County.

27



Fresno COG and key stakeholders were awarded $200,000 from the San Joaquin Valley
Partnership to implement such a plan for first, Fresno County followed by the remaining San
Joaquin Valley counties. Cusrently, only a steeting committee is in place to oversee day to
day activities for the program. The steering commmittee is in the process of convening an
advisory committee to provide input on the implementation process. The advisory
committee will be comprised of individuals who are involved in agticultural activities on a
daily basis. The general public will also be asked to provide feedback on the implementation

process and wili do so to both steering and advisory committee members.

Fresno County Model Steering Committee

The Fresno County Model Steering Committee oversees the improvements and updates to
the travel demand model. The Model Steering Committee is a sub-committee of the Fresno
COG Transportation Technical Committee and meets quarterly and when needed. The

model and its assumptions are constantly being updated based upon the latest planning

information.

Jobs Access Reverse Commute (JARC)

With the passage of SAFETEA-LU, Fresno COG was required to create a
Transpottation Setvices Provider Consolidated Plan to consolidate federal funding
activities for Section 5310, 5311, and 5317 funds under one plan. The Consolidated
Planning process involves a great deal of input from stakeholders and the public. To
satisfy this requirement, Fresno COG combined the membership of the Social
Services Transportation Advisory Council (SSTAC) with human services
transportation providers throughout Fresno County to provide input on the planning
process. The group was asked to complete two sets of surveys to gauge the current
status of setvices in Fresno County as well as determine needs. Once the surveys
were completed and analyzed, the information gathered was used as the basis for the
Consolidated Plan. It is expected that this group will continue to meet on a quarterly
basis once the final Consolidated Plan is approved.

The Land Buffer Task Force

The Land Buffer Task force was formed at the beginning for 2007 at the request of
the Fresno County Board of Supervisors to find the best way to go about
implementing land buffers ot community separators within Fresno County.
Currently the task force is meeting on an ongoing basis and is surveying community

leaders on their expectations for land buffers within their community. When
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completed, the Land Buffer Task Force will provide recommendations to the Fresno
County Board of Supervisots on how to best go about implementing land buffers ot

community sepatators between communities within Fresno County.

Model Coordinating Committee (MCC)/Programming Coordination Group (PCG)

The Model Coordinating Committee (MCC) has been established to provide a coordinated
approach to valley air quality, conformity and transportation modeling issues. The
committee’s goal is to ensure valleywide coordination, communication and compliance with
Federal and State Clean Air Act requirements. Each of the eight Valley Metropolitan
Planning Organizations {(MPOs) and the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District
(SJVAPCD) are represented. In addition, the Federal Highway Administration, the
Environmental Protection Agency , the Califormia Air Resources Board and Caltrans are ali

represented on the committee,

The Programming Coordination Group (PCG) has been established to provide a
coordinated approach to valley transportation programming issues. The group's goal is to
ensure Valley-wide coordination, communication and compliance with Federal and State
transportation planning requirements. Each of the eight Valley Metropolitan Planning

Organizations (MPOs) is represented. In addition, Caltrans, FHWA, and FT A are included
m the group.

Policy Board
Policy decisions are made by the Fresno COG Policy Board. The Board 1s composed of the mayors

of each incorporated city and the Chairman of the County Board of Supervisors, or their designated

elected representatives.

Policy Advisory Committee
The Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) is composed of the Chief Administrative Officer of each

member agency or their designated representative. With the exception of urgency matters, all items

must first be considered by the PAC before submission to the Policy Board.

Programming Coordination Group

The Valléy Programming Coordination Group has been established to provide a coordinated
approach to valley air quality and transportation programming issues. The committee’s goal is to
ensure Valley wide coordination, communication and compliance with federal and state Clean Air

Act requirements. Fach of the eight Valley Transportation Planning Agencies (TPAs) and the San
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Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD) are represented. In addition, the Federal
Highway Administration, the Environmental Protection Agency, the California Air Resources Board

and Caltrans are all represented on the comimittee.

Rail Committee

The Fresno COG Rail Committee was formed in 1999. Its purpose is to consider and report directly
to the COG Policy Board on issues related to rail consolidation, high-speed rail, rail abandonments,
Amtrak service and improvements, and other rail mattets. The Rail Committee includes 13 mernbers,

including elected officials and members of the general public.

Regional Transportation Plan Steering Committee
This comumittee guides the development of Fresno COG’s Regional Transportation Plan.
Membership includes Fresno COG staff, Caltrans, member agency representatives, interested

stakeholders and the members of the general public.

Social Services Transportation Advisory Council (SSTAC)

The COFCG Policy Board established its Social Service Transportation Advisory Council (8SSTAC)
on May 26, 1988, to aid in its review of transit issues with emphasis on the annual identification of
transit needs within Fresao County. Transit needs include the needs of transit dependent and transit
disadvantaged persons, including the eiderly, disabled and persons of limited means. The COFCG’s
establishment of this Advisory Council is consistent with State law (SB 498, Chapter 673, 1987)

~ which mandates both the purpose and minimum membership of this body. AH SSTAC tneetings are

open to the public. Citizens can request to be placed on the mailing list to receive committee agendas.

Title VI/E] Task Force

The Task Force will be composed of transportation planners, community leaders, and
representatives of low-income and minority populations. The purpose of the Task Force is
to review cutrent projects being undertaken by the Fresno COG to determine how they will
impact the target populations identified as part of the Fresno COG Environmental Justice
Plan. The target populations identified by the Fresno COG Eavironmental justice Plan
include senior citizens, the disabled community, the minotity and low income communities.
Additionally, the Task Force will review and update, as necessaty, the Public Involvement

Plan to ensure that it complies with Title VI and Environmental Justice.
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Transportation Technical Committee

The Transportation Technical Committee (I'TC) serves as 4 standing committee that reviews
materials and issues monthly before forwarding them to the Policy Advisory Committee.
Membership includes mermber agency staff and representatives from the Fresno Cydling Club,
League of Women Voters, Building Industry Association, California I—ﬁghway Patrol, Caltrans
District 6, Fresno Chamber of Commerce, Fresno County EQC/CTSA, Fresno County Rural
Transit, Fresno-Madera Agency on Aging and the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District.
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Appendix C: Public Participation Plan Update Introductory letter
and level of involvement request form.

The following letter was mailed and emailed out to all of Fresno COG’s public outreach
listings.

TO: Interested Parties

FROM: Brenda Lauchner, Planner 111, Public Information
Jason Paukovits, Planner [11

DATE: August 9, 2007
SUBJECT: FRESNO COG’S PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN UPDATE

Fresno COG is beginning the update process for our 2003 Public Involvement
Procedures. Federal legislation (Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users, known as SAFETEA-LU) requires metropolitan
planning organizations such as Fresno COG to adopt such a plan to provide the public
with opportunities to be involved in the transportation planning process. As a result, we
are embarking on a four-month evaluation of our current public participation practices by
requesting input and consultation on how to best engage the public and interested parties
in our transportation planning process.

We invite you to participate in the update process in any capacity you feel appropriaie.
Opportunities to engage in the process include the following:

e Web survey that will be available at the Fresno COG website on Wednesday,
August 22, 2007

e Peer panel focus group with public information officers from a range of
government agencies, non-profit organizations and private businesses

o Public meetings with a wide variety of interested parties
SAFETEA-LU also updates the title of the document to a Public Participation Plan (PPP).

Key dates leading up to the adoption of the Fresno COG Public Participation Plan are
shown below:

Date Update element

Thursday, August 9 Fresno COG staff begins consultation with all interested
parties

Wednesday, August 22 Survey available on website

Wednesday, September 12 | Last day to submit surveys
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Wednesday, October 3

Draft PPP update goes out with Transportation Technical
Committee (TTC) package

Wednesday, October 10

45-day review initiated

Thursday, November 29

Final Draft PPP Adopted at COG Policy Board Meeting

Additional information on the focus groups and public meetings, including schedules and
agendas, will be provided in the near future. The Participation Plan must meet
requirements noted in the federal regulations, including, but not limited to:

. & & @

Develop in consultation with “interested parties”™;

Employ visualization techniques to describe plans and programs;

Make information available in electronic means;

Provide numerous and reasonable opportunities to comment on the planmng

process and its products;
¢ Hold meetings at convenient and accessible locations

We need to document your level of interest in the Public Participation Plan Update
Process. Therefore, please take a moment to complete the attached form and return it to

our office by August 20, 2007.

If you would like to view the 2003 Public Involvement Procedures document, it is
available on the Fresno COG website at www.fresnocog.org under the “Get Involved”
section. You may also request a hard copy by calling our office at 559-233-4148. Please

contact Brenda Lauchner by phone or email at brendal @fresnocog.org if you have any
questions or need additional information.

33




DATE

Brenda Lauchner

Council of Fresno County Governments
2035 Tulare Street, Suite 201

Fresno, CA 93710

Dear Ms. Lauchner:

I have received the notice regarding the Council of Fresno County Governments’ (Fresno
COG) request to comment on the public participation process.

I would like to consult with Fresno COG on the public participation process update.
I would like to request a meeting. Please contact me to schedule.
Please contact me to discuss my comments.
I will submit my comments in writing no later than , 2007

1 decline to comment at this time.

My agency declines to be a participating agency.

I would like additional information regarding:

Sincerely,

NAME

[AGENCY]

[CONTACT INFORMATION]

Please FAX this completed form to Fresno COG at 559-233-9645  -or-

Mail this form to Fresno COG, 2035 Tulare Street, Suite 201, Fresno, CA 93721
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Appendix D: Public Participation Plan Update Survey & Results

The following survey was mailed and emailed to over 700 people/agencies currently on

Fresno COG’s email/ mailing list for completion. The survey response rate was excellent, at

approximately 22%, or 151 responses.
PP Y P




During business houl

" During the linch hour

- Other times/days of the
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0 Concemed individual |
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Appendix E: Public Participation Plan Update Focus Groups
Sample Invitation:

Dear Community Representative,

On behalf of the Council of Fresno County Governments, I would like to invite you to participate in a
Public Information Focus Group we are hosting on Tuesday, October 2, 2007 at 3:00 p.m., held
(tentatively—if you have other meeting location suggestions please contact me ASAP) at the University
of California Center, Fresno, 550 E. Shaw Avenue in Fresno,

We are embarking upon a four-month evaluation of our current public participation practices as we
update our Public Participation Plan to reflect federal legislative requirements. I would greatly appreciate

your input as an expert in your field, on how best to engage the public and interested parties during the
development of transportation plans and projects.

Fresno COG is developing high profile transportation plans and programs that affect all of those who live
and work in Fresno County. If you are unfamiliar with our current projects please visit our website at
www.fresnocog.org. We also co-sponsor a Rideshare website at www.valleyrides.com. A listing of all

scheduled focus groups and inviied representatives, as well as other Public Participation Plan update
efforts will be posted on the Fresno COG website.

Invitations to attend this particular focus group are being extended to representatives from the following
agencies:

Big Sandy Rancheria

California Department of Rehabilitation
Caltrans’ Native American Liaison
Center for Independent Living

Central California United Cerebral Palsy
Central Valley Regional Center
Centro La Familia

Choinumni Tribe

Cold Springs Rancheria

Deaf & Hard of Hearing Services
Dumna Tribal Council

Dunlap Band of Mono Indians

Fresno County Department of
Employment & Temporary Assistance
Fresno Madera Agency on Aging
Fresno Metro Ministries

Fresno Native American Health Center
Fresno West Coalition for Economic
Development

Habitat Fresno

HUD

Latino Issues Forum

National Federation of the Blind

Proteus

Relational Culture Institute
Salvation Army

Southeast Asian Instifute
Workforce Connection

s & & ® % 8 & & o & @

e & o @
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Some invitations are going out regular mail. If you know of other agency representatives that may be
interested in participating please contact me with their name, phone number and email address. I
would be happy to invite them, upon your recommendation.

I truly hope you will be able to participate in this focus group. We will keep the meeting as short as
possible (1 to | ¥2 hours) out of respect for your busy schedule. Please let me know if you will be able
to join us. Should the date and time 1 have selected for this group be inconvenient for many of you, 1
will reschedule to accommeodate your current commitments. If you are unable to attend, I would
greatly appreciate you sending someone in your stead, as you were chosen to participate in the focus
group because of your field of expertise.

With thanks and appreciation,

Brenda Lauchner

Planner IX1

Council of Fresno County Governments
2035 Tulare Street, Suite 201

Fresno, CA 93721

Phone: 559-233-4148

Fax: 559-233-9645

www.fresnocog.org

brendal @fresnocog.org

Focus Group Input:

Each of the five focus groups was presented with samples of Fresno COG’s current outreach
matetials. At three of the focus groups Fresno COG’s website was briefly reviewed, and all five
focus groups reviewed the Public Participation Survey and results. We then asked the following
four questions of each group: |

1. How are we doing?

2. What can we do better?
3. Who else should we reach?
4

How do we reach them?
The following input, listed by focus group, was received in response to out questions.

Public and Private Transportation Providers (September 28, 2007)
° Fresno COG should do more scientific surveys of the community. The results are
undisputed.
e  Connect with elected officials to reach their constituents. They send out regular
emails and call public meetings Fresno COG staff could attend to present

information to attendees.
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The city of Selma has a phone broadcast system talk to Selma’s city manager to find

out mote about it. 7

For each plan with project lists, mciudsf:" i:dentifying maps for each project.

Submit articles to the Chambers newsletter and email lists

Participate in online public forams such as Mindhub and Fresno Famous

There is a big gap between the participation of “general public” and those involved

with Fresno COG projects consistently. Can we bridge the gap between the them?

The Regional Jobs Initiative has a Logistics Cluster. Perhaps we could connect with

their community members.

Seck presentations to the following clubs: Elks, Rotary, Optimist, Knights of

Columbus, Kiwaniis, Chamber of Commerce.

Develop a brief document explaining the following:

» Who is COG? What is COG’s relationship to the local agencies?

» When or for what would I contact COG?

» How the public can comment on an issue, and how that comment will effect the
final plan/project

» Who they would contact and how they would reach them to make comments

> How and when to speak at Board and committee meetings

The COG’s website is extremnely helpful

COG should partner with other agencies doing public meetings

Live audio fee for Board Meetings

Fresno COG's Member Agency planning staff and city managers (October 1, 2007)

In regard to new contacts in the rural ateas, and the unteached in the urban area:

Contact the Senior Centers-check with the Fresno-Madera Agency on Aging

Contact Community Centers—FAX uses them to disseminate information on unmet

needs

Public Access television

Would like internet broadcasts of meetings, audio &/ ot video. This option is
important to reach people under 35 years of age

Outreach to social justice or leadership programs
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In regard to public meetings:

Use many visuals in the meeting advertisements and at the meetings

Translate documents into different languages

Meet with elected officials and city managers to find out how best to reach their
communities

Attend community fairs

Schedule time on agendas of Service Clubs and church groups

Consider “branding” for each COG project

When doing public participation for the RTP break out the projects and impacts. for
each city to present locally.

Require public agencies to do public outreach on their own local projects prior to

submittal into the tegional plans

Agc.ncies representing Environmental Justice populations (October 2, 2007)

Reconvene the Environmental Justice Task Force to review public outreach plans or develop a

public outreach committee that reviews documents and materials for public use, and assists in
the dissemination of information.

In regard to new contacts in the rural areas, and the unreached in the urban area:

AARP

National Association of Retired Federal Employees
Nortthfork Rancheria has a website

Fresno Housing Alliance

Homeless Coalition—has 20 organizations associated with it
California Rural Legal Assistance

Rural Communities Coalition

1-5 Network—many community associations

Relational Culture Institute—employment and faith-based gioups
Health-Land Use Issues

Lion’s Club

National Public Radio—doing shows on Quality of Life issues

Submit iﬁformation to be included in water bills

To reach the disabled ccfmnmﬁty:

L ]

FAX-ADA Advisory Committee
Fresno County’s ADA Advisory Committee
Kaiser Hospital’s Healthy Living Program .
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Fresno County community (open to the public) (October 2, 2007)

Contact the Regional Jobs Initiative

Fresno Business Council

Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley

Insertions into the Fresno Bee—publication developed to be circulated to Fresno
Bee customers. In every atticle give a way for people to get involved in that issue.
Convert all documents to 3°-6™ grade reading levels. Make documents simpler, less
wordy

United Way is operating a new 211 phone system for people to call when they are

trying to find an appropriate service their health care, social service, etc.

Public Information/Relations Officets (October 4, 2007)
In regard to Fresno COG’s public participation materials:

Have matetials reviewed by the public during development—form public
committee?

Convert materials to 6™ grade reading level

Key messages should be delivered and received within 1 minute and 30 seconds
Convert messages to bullets; say why it is important; consider the safety issues
involved. Example:

»  Better air quality

»  Connecting neighborhoods

»  Safer or faster travel

Citizen’s Guide should not be used to reach the general public. It is too large. The
COG brochure would be better, if the information were brought down to a 6t grade

level. Include a simpler explanation of COG—“We don’t do this, but we do this”
approach.

Website review:

Home page is too busy. Very overwhelming

Fresno COG’s mission statement should be on the top of the homepage

Obtain research on the preferred languages in each community—Census of
Department of Finance

Definitely need a public participation budget. To help them establish an ongoing
participation budget the FCTA researched public outreach budgets for Self-Help
Agencies around the state. They just approved an annual budget of $300,000 for

outreach activities
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Need a radio/ television marketing campaign for disbursement of the Transportation
Gude
Consider public utility bill inserts

Public Outreach grants are available for reaching underserved communities: Asian-
Pacific Partnership

Form a public outreach committee with tepresentatives from each city and the

county, as well as community groups
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES _
PREPAREDNESS AND TRAINING DIVISION R St

*
HAZARD MITIGATION BRANCH '
3650 SCHRIEVER AVENUE
MATHER, CALIFORNIA 95655 e XD of
PHONE {916) 845-8150 FAX: 845-8386 Emergency Servies

September 17, 2007 SEP 21 2007
. BY:
TO: Cities, Counties and Special Districts '.ma--l

SUBJECT: Fiscal Year 2008 Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) Grant Program

The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (OES) is anticipating the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) announcement of the fiscal year 2008 Pre-Disaster
Mitigation (PD) grant program. Federal funds will be made available, nation-wide, to fund
cost-effective mitigation projects and the development of local multi-hazard mitigation plans.
State and local governments, special districts, public colleges and universities, and federally
recognized American Indian tribes are eligible to apply.

The 2008 PDM Guidance will be available at http://www.fema.gov. This document
provides guidance on applicant and activity eligibility as well as other grant requirements
including, performance period, funding limits, cost effectiveness, environmental review, and
documentation minimums. OES’s applicant ranking factors are on the reverse side. '

All'subgrant applicants will be required to submit a Notice of Interest (NOI). The NOIl is ~
available on the OES Web Site at www.oes.ca.gov and must be submitted electronically. The '
NOI will be made available on October 1, 2007, and must be received by OES no later than
5:00 pm on October 19, 2007. No late NOIs will be accepted, and an approved NOI is required

~ for each subgrant application submitted. OES will review the NOIs and provide an eligibility
determination via e-mail. :
Subgrant applications must be completed using FEMA's electronic grant (eGrant)
management system. Subgrant applicants can access the FEMA eGrant system at
hitps://portal.fema.gov. Subgrant applicants receiving notification that their NOI has been
approved will be invited to attend grant workshops. Workshops will be scheduled during the
months of November and December. - :

If you have any questions, contact the Hazard Mitigation Branch at (916) 845-8150.

Sincerely, :

(et Qs gore

REBECCA J. WAGONER
State Hazard Mitigation Officer



.

2008 PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION STATE APPLICATION RANKING FACTORS T

The factors listed below will be used to rank applications as required by the 2008 Pre-Disaster
Mitigation (PDM) Grant Program Guidance document.

1. Project Activities:

a.

The Benefit/Cost Ratio of the Project: The subgrant applicant must submit a
Benefit/Cost Analysis (BCA) with their project application. The BCA must be prepared
in accordance with the FEMA Mitigation BCA Toolkit Version 3.0. OES will review
the BCA and supporting documentation.

_ The Time Needed to Implement the Project: Projects that can be completed in the least

amount of time will receive the highest ranking. Factors will include the project
schedule, the complexity of the environmental review and the stage of project planning.

The Capability of the Applicant to Complete the Project as Requested; Applicants that

have the best history of completing mitigation projects on time and within budget will be
given additional consideration.

_ Number of Community Mitigating Factors: These include participation in the
Community Rating System, Firewise Community, Cooperating Technical Partners,

International Code Adoptions, Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedules
(BCEGS), and National Fire Protection Association 5000 Code.

. Proiects that Protect Schools or Critical Facilities Will Be Ranked Higher: Critical

facilities are defined as: "Hazardous Materials Facilities, Emergency Operation Centers,
Power Facilities, Water Facilities, Sewer and Wastewater Treatment Facilities,
Communications Facilities, Emergency Medical Care Facilities, Fire Protection and
Emergency Facilities."

2. Planning Activities:

Population at Risk: Plané addressing the largest population will rank higher.

 Number of Community Mitigating Factors: These include participation in the Community Rating

System, Firewise Community, Cooperating Technical Partners, International Code Adoptions,
Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedules (BCEGS), and National Fire Protection
Association 5000 Code. : :

. Multiple Jurisdictions: Plans that include the most jurisdictions will rank higher.

. Applications for New Local Hazard Mitigation Plans: These willr rank higher than updates to

existing plans.
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‘AB 867

.,,W.m.ﬂmwmn analysis No:mm“

2nd Fiscal 5
Davis IR
AB 878 . ‘Service authority: registration and Enrolled 6
Davis ‘service fees. o e
AB 9501 Wﬁmsmvonmao:“ Highway Safety, Traffic [2nd Fiscal 6
Nunez Reduction, Air Quality, and Port Security  IENEGE_—_————

Bond Act of 2006.
wa% mﬁqmmwﬁonmmo: needs assessment. Enrolled 7
Carter T
AB 981 Vehicles: abatement of abandoned 2nd Policy 8
‘Ma vehicles: costs recovery. L
AB 995 Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air  |2nd Floor 8
‘Nava Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of O
2006: trade corridors,

‘AB 997 Infill capital outlay project and planning 2 Year 8
Arambula grants and loans. i
AB 1019 Land use: annexation: housing. Chaptered 9
Blakeslee R s A e
AB 1053 Regional Planning, Housing, and Infill Enrolled 10
Nunez Incentive Account: programs, [T IR
AB 1055 Environment: mitigation: Highway 99. | Enrolied 10
Blakeslee O —
AB 1129 Rural regional affordable housing trust. |2 Year 11
Arambula




ZOUNN;

81 pajoiud]  uoIssiwwoe) uonepodsurly mmEoﬁ_muw ZI8T av
P P PR A eneN

LT paljoiug; sjuuad sjelalRW SNOPIRZRY 1SIDIYSA Ziot 6v

B —— einquiery

L1 [edsiy pug 'sauoz Alfeng 41y etuiojied SSPT av
P ‘uoleiodsuedy) oua

/1 10014 puz JJUSWBLS uonendD (Buuue|d. BEET 6V
R ———— ~-sdiysseuied BUIADT

91 [e3si4 puz j2201-9101S :uoneModsuRl ] TGET OV

. . | | - Y
ST |eIs14 Uz 'spuny puog uonepodsuel OSET av
T i -jueid JUBLWIRDIY JJEMBISEM c,_mm_mgmum.

51 pajjosu3 UOSHId 91€3S AB[{BA SBUIIES 1ioIeM 52T av
B . '/ 007 JO 10V UOREZEASY AUNWIWo) ola|jeqed.

1 100{4 puz pue JuswdoPAQ Hied SPIMIIRIS ZSCT av

. T, saules
€1 |eds1d pug ‘jied| Jaem d0yel axeT ZzZZT av
e | ‘BupUBRUY JUBLWBIOUL oW

€1 Adljod puz xey :sjuswdoj@nap abejiA Hsuel)’ TZZ1 av
e ‘sainseaw pue spafosd uoionpal. amPule)

71 {eISId puz UOISSIWD PJROg S92IN0SY iy 21815 6021 9V
........... ; ﬁm_hOv_mﬁv*,
1 {e3si4 pug| ‘sejepuBW 9315 0ZTT av

£



AB 1742 ‘State Water Pollution Control Revolving

‘Committee on ;Fund: administrative costs.
Environmental
Safety and
Toxic Materi
ACA 4 .Reapportionment. 1st Fiscal 19
Villines I
ACR 12 mbmlnc:aﬂm“ frost damage. 1st Policy 19
Parra L
SB S Trade corridor improvement: 2nd Fiscal 19
Lowenthal ‘transportation project selection. 1
”mw i6 Local agency finance: limited obligation |Chaptered 20
Florez bonds. S e e S i
'SB 19 Trade corridors: projects to reduce 2nd Fiscal 20
Lowenthal emissions: Goods Movement Emission | I
Reduction Program.
SB 23 San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution |Enrolled 21
Cogdill Control District: high polluter vehicles. i
SB 45 Private postsecondary education. Enrolled 21
'Perata A T
SB 46 oncm_:m and Emergency Shelter Trust  i2nd Fiscal 22
‘Perata Fund Act of 2006: Regional Planning, [
: ‘Housing, and Infill Incentive Account.
SB 59 Reliable Water Supply Bond Act of {2 Year | 23
Cogdill 2008. o]
SB 86 ‘State government. {Chaptered 123
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strategy: environmental review.

SB 445

mxom,,a User Task Force.

2nd Policy

Forlakson I 30
‘SB 650 mwmwn% representatives: elections. Enrolied 30
‘Migden T
SB 716 Mﬁ.m:mn operators. 2nd Fiscal 31
Perata ; R
M@aN:MN Transportation Investment Fund. Enrolied 32
Perata A
SB 719 San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Enrolled 32
‘Machado Control District: district board ]
: ‘membership.
Mm_w 732 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and |2nd Floor 33
‘Steinberg Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal '

Protection Bond Act of 2006.
SB 748 Transportation: state-local 2nd Fiscal 34
.Corbett partnerships. A
SB 803 Transportation enhancement funds: Enrotled 34
wroémnﬁsm_ community conservation corps. [T TR
me 947 California Environmental Quality Act: 2nd Policy 35
‘Hollingsworth consultation: transportation facilities. [
me 974 Ports: congestion relief: air poilution 2nd Floor 36
‘Lowenthal mitigation: regulatory fee, 0000

#,oﬂm_ Position Forms: 63
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‘acres of usable parkland per 1,000 residents or is a
‘disadvantaged community, as defined, and can demonstrate
‘to the Department of Parks and Recreation that the
‘community has insufficient or no park and recreation
facilities. The bill would revise the criteria for awarding
igrants, and require the department on or before Aprit 1,
12009, to adopt guidelines to amplify or clarify the grant
criteria or develop a procedural guide for the administration
iof the act and the guidance of applicants. The department
would be required to offer technical assistance to all
applicants and potential applicants for both grant
preparation and project development to encourage full
participation in the grant program. This bill contains other
related provisions. Allocation of $400 million in Park Funds.

Highways: federal funds: Safe Routes to School.
'Existing law authorizes certain state and local entities to
secure and expend federal funds appropriated under the
federal Highway Safety Act of 1973 for a number of
programs relating to projects for the improvement of
highway safety and the reduction of traffic congestion. This
bill would instead authorize those state and local entities to
secure and expend federal funds appropriated under the
federal act known as SAFETEA-LU for programs relating to
highway safety improvements that can reduce the number
of fatal and serious injury accidents, as specified. The bill
would declare the Legislature's intent that these federal
funds be allocated in approximately equal amounts between
state highways and local roads. This bill contains other
related provisions and other existing laws.

09/12/2007-Senate
amendments concurred in. To
enroliment. (Ayes 55. Noes 22.
Page 3347.)

‘Watch

AB 169
Levine

Joint powers authorities: Indian tribes.

Existing law authorizes 2 or more public agencies, by
agreement, to jointly exercise common powers. Existing law
defines public agencies for this purpose. This bill would
provide that 16 federally recognized Indian tribal
‘governments may participate in the Southern California
Association of Governments, a joint powers authority, for
specified purposes and subject to specified conditions in the
6-county region of the Southern California Association of
Governments.

07/11/2007-In committee:
Hearing postponed by
committee. (Refers to
6/19/2007 hearing)

Watch

Qﬁho.m-
support

‘AB 193
Committee on

Transportation revenues.
(Existing law, pursuant to Chapter 173 of the Statutes of

09/10/2007-Urgency clause
adopted. Senate amendments

Watch

LEAGUE OF
CITIES-
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counties in the amount of $400,000,000 and cities in the
‘amount of $550,000,000. The bill would make other related
changes to the provisions enacted by Chapter 181 of the
Statutes of 2007, This bill contains other related provisions.

AB 468
‘Ruskin

Vehicles: abatement of abandoned vehicles.

Existing law authorizes a county satisfying specified
conditions to establish a service authority for the abatement
of abandoned vehicles and to impose a $1 vehicle
registration fee for the abatement of abandoned vehicles.
"The fees imposed and the moneys received by the service
authority from the Abandoned Vehicle Trust Fund, a
continuously appropriated fund, can only be used for the
abatement, removal, and disposal of abandoned, wrecked,
dismantled, or inoperative vehicles from private or public
property. The service authority is authorized to adopt an
ordinance establishing procedures for the abatement,
removal, and disposal, as a public nuisance, of an
abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, or inoperative vehicle and
for the recovery of costs. This bill would authorize the
service authority to use the fees imposed, as well as the
moneys received from the Abandoned Vehicle Trust Fund,
for the costs associated with the enforcement of the
ordinance adopted by the service authority. The service
authority would be prohibited from offsetting the costs of
vehicles towed under authorities other than the ordinance
adopted by the service authority or when the costs are
recovered by another provision of law, The service autharity
would be authorized to carry forward unexpended money in
a fiscal year to the following fiscal year for the abandoned
vehicle abatement program upon agreement with its
member agencies. The service authority would be authorized!
to carry out an abandoned vehicle abatement from public
property after providing a notice specified by a local
ordinance of the jurisdiction in which the abandoned vehicle
is located and that notice has expired. This bill contains
other related provisions and other existing laws.

Governor at 7:45 p.m.

109/11/2007-Enrolled and to the Support

KINGS COG-
support
RCRC-support
CSAC-support

AB 534
:Smyth

Crimes against children.

Existing law makes it unlawful for any person to abuse
children, as specified. This bill would make it a misdemeanor
for any person to publish information , as defined,
‘describing or depicting the physical appearance of a child,

Wm,“m location of a child, or locations where children may be

109/05/2007-From committee

chair, with author’s
amendments: Amend, and re-
refer to committee, Read
second time, amended, and re-
referred to Com. on RLS.

Watch

CALCOG-
support
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‘such as county transportation commissions or authorities,
include development of a regional transportation pian and a
regional transportation improvement program, This bill
‘would require each metropolitan planning organization and
‘each regional transportation planning agency, as applicable,
serving an area with a population in excess of 300,000, in
developing the regional transportation plan, to factor the
mobility of low-income and minority residents into its
computer analysis of traffic analysis zones (TAZs) used to
estimate travel behavior and traffic generation as part of the
transportation demand model, and to make a direct
comparison between low-income and non-low-income TAZs
and between minority and nonminority TAZs. The bill would
require the results of the comparison to be published and
‘made available to the public, and to be added as an
addendum to the regional transportation pian. Because the
bill would impose new requirements on local agencies, it
‘would hereby impose a state-mandated local program. This
bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

‘AB 878
Davis

Service authority: registration and service fees.
Existing law, in addition to other fees imposed for the
registration of a vehicle, imposes, upon the adoption of a
‘resolution by a county, with certain exceptions, an additional
fee of $1, and an additiona! service fee of $2 on all
commercial motor vehicles, and continuously appropriates
the moneys to fund local programs relating to vehicle theft
crimes. A county that imposes the fee is required to issue a
fiscal yearend report to the Controller summarizing certain
required information. These provisions are to be repealed as
of January 1, 2010. The bill would revise the amount of the
additional vehicle registration fee for these purposes from
$1 to $1 or $2 and would require the same adoption
procedure set forth above for an increase of the fee from $1
to $2. The ordinance or resolution imposing the fee increase
would be required to be submitted to the department at
jeast 6 months prior to the operative date of the fee
increase. The fiscal yearend report would be required to
include a detailed accounting of assessment funds received
and expended in the prior fiscal year, including certain
additional required information. This bill would extend the
repeal date to January 1, 2013. By increasing the fee
[imposed and extending the repeal date, the bill would affect

09/10/2007-Senate
amendments concurred in. To
enrollment. (Ayes 46. Noes 29,
Page 3150.)

Watch

RCRC-support
CSAC-support
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in the state, as well as an assessment of available funding
for transportation purposes and unmet transportation needs

‘on a statewide basis. The bill would require the Department

of Transportation to assist in conducting the assessment.
The bill would require the commission to submit the first
assessment report to the Legislature by March 1, 2009, CTC

‘would work w/RTPA, CTA, CSAC, League.

AB 981

Vehicles: abatement of abandoned vehicles: costs 08/07/2007-From committee Watch
Ma recovery. .chair, with author's

‘Existing law holds the registered owner of an abandoned ‘amendments: Amend, and re-

‘vehicle responsible for the costs of abating and disposing of refer to committee. Read

the vehicle, and any other past due fees and penalties. This second time, amended, and re-

bill would prohibit the Department of Motor Vehicles from referred to Com. on RLS,

renewing the registration of any vehicle owned by a

‘registered owner of an abandoned vehicle for which there

‘are unreimbursed outstanding costs when the public agency

that abated or caused the abatement of the abandoned

vehicle has given notice to the department of the

‘outstanding costs. After deducting its administrative costs,

‘the Department of Motor Vehicltes would be required to

transmit to the public agency the outstanding costs

collected. This bill contains other related provisions and

other existing laws.
AB 995 ‘Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air Quality, and 09/06/2007-Withdrawn from Watch

Port Security Bond Act of 2006: trade corridors. committee, Ordered placed on

Nava

The Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air Quality, and Port
Security Bond Act of 2006, approved by the voters as
Proposition 1B in the November 2006 generai election,
establishes the Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air
Quality, and Port Security Fund of 2006 in the State
Treasury. Existing law requires specified moneys in the fund
to be deposited in the California Ports Infrastructure,
Security, and Air Quality Improvement Account to be
available upon appropriation by the Legislature, for certain
purposes. The act requires $1,000,000,000 from the
account to be made available to the State Air Resources
Board for emission reductions, not otherwise required by law
or regulation, from activities related to the movement of
freight along California's trade corridors. The act requires
$2,000,000,000 to be transferred to the Trade Corridors
Improvement Fund for infrastructure improvements along
designated trade corridors. This bill would provide that

third reading file.
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.contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

AB 1019 Land use: annexation: housing. i07/30/2007-Chaptered by ‘Watch CALCOG-
Blakeslee ‘The Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government ‘Secretary of State - Chapter _ support
_ ‘Reorganization Act of 2000 authorizes local governments to {No. 165, Statutes of 2007 RCRC-support
‘annex portions of territory to other local governments, as
-specified. This bill would authorize a similar mutually
‘acceptable agreement on a revised determination of regional
housing needs if an annexation of unincorporated land to &
city occurs after the council of governments, or the
department for areas with no council of governments, has
made its final allocation. This bill contains other existing
laws.
Regional Planning, Housing, and Infill Incentive 09/12/2007-In Assembly. Watch RCRC-oppose

Account: programs.
The Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act of 2006

‘authorizes the issuance of bonds in the amount of
$2,850,000,000 pursuant to the State Generat Obligation

Bond Law,. Proceeds from the sale of these bonds are
reqguired to be used to finance various existing housing
programs, capital outlay related to infill development,
brownfield cleanup that promotes infill development, and
housing-related parks. The act establishes the Housing and

'Emergency Shelter Trust Fund of 2006 in the State

Treasury, requires the sum of $850,000,000 to be deposited
in the Regional Planning, Housing, and Infill Incentive
Account, which the act establishes in the fund, and makes
the moneys in the account available, upon appropriation, for
infill incentive grants for capital outlay related to infill
housing development and other related infill development,
and for brownfield cleanup that promotes infill housing
development and other related infill development consistent
with regional and local plans, subject to the conditions and
criteria that the Legislature may provide in statute. This bill
would add to the definition of "eligible applicant" under the
grant program a city, county, city and county, public
housing authority, or redevelopment agency that has
jurisdiction over a qualifying infill area and applies for
funding jointly with an owners' association for a business or
property improvement district that includes a qualifying infill
area. This bill contains other existing laws. This bill allows
Business Improvement Districts to be an “eligible joint

-applicant” for receipt of funds.

Concurrence in Senate
amendments pending. Senate
amendments concurred in. To
enrollment. {(Ayes 44. Noes 27.
Page 3417.)
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‘Krekorian

‘Under the California Constitution, whenever the Legislature
or a state agency mandates a new program or higher level
of service on any local government, including school
districts, the state is required to provide a subvention of
funds to reimburse the local government, with specified
exceptions. Existing law establishes a procedure for local
‘governmental agencies to file claims for reimbursement of
these costs with the Commission on State Mandates. Under
this procedure, the commission is required to hear and
decide upon each claim for reimbursement and then
-determine the amount to be subvened for reimbursement,
which the Controller shall pay to eligible claimants. The
procedure also provides that a reimbursement claim for
actual costs filed by a local agency or school district is
subject to an audit by the Controller no later than 3 years
after the date that the actual reimbursement claim is filed or
last amended, whichever is later, but that, if no funds are
.appropriated or no payment is made to a claimant for the
fiscal year for which the claim is filed, the audit shall be
commenced no later than 3 years from the date of the initial
payment of the claim. This bill would require the commission
to issue a decision upon a local agency or school district test
claim no later than 36 months after the date the claim is
filed if the claim was filed on or after January 1, 2009, and
‘no later than Pecember 31, 2013. It would require the
commission to include in a specified semiannual report to
the Legislature a list of each test claim for which a decision
‘was not issued within the 36-month period and an
explanation of why it was not met. It also would, with
respect to a reimbursement claim that is filed or last
amended on or after January 1, 2009, and no later than
December 31, 2013, delete the provision that authorizes the
Controller to commence an audit no later than 3 years from
the date of the initial payment of the claim if certain
conditions exist.

W.m:.mw hearing. Held under

submission.

AB 1209
‘Karnette

State Air Resources Board: emission reduction
projects and measures.

Existing law creates the Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction,
Air Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006 to authorize
$19.925 billion of state general obligation bonds for
specified purposes. The Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction,
Air Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006 requires

08/23/2007-In committee:
Hearing postponed by
committee. (Refers to
8/20G/2007 hearing)

Support

CALCOG-
support
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‘This bill would also allow a city or county that prepares a
‘transit village plan, with the agreement of every
‘governmental entity that may receive property taxes within
‘the transit village district and at least one governmental

:entity that owns and operates a tra nsit station in the transit

village district, regardiess of whether it may collect property
taxes , to engage in tax increment financing, as provided, to
fulfill the goals of a transit development plan. The bill also
allows a transit village plan and tax increment financing
.under the plan to address and provide for housing in the
transit village district, subject to certain conditions.

AB 1227
Gaines

Lake Tahoe Water Trail.
Existing law establishes the jurisdiction of the California
Tahoe Conservancy. The conservancy is authorized to select

‘purposes of protecting the natural environment, providing
public access or public recreational facilities, preserving
wildlife habitat areas, or providing access to or management
of acquired lands. This bill would enact the California Lake
“Tahoe Water Trail Act, which would designate the Lake
‘Tahoe Water Trail in California to establish linkages between
public access points to the waters of the Lake Tahoe Basin
that are available for navigation by nonmotorized boats and
beachable sailcraft. On or before lanuary 1, 2010, the
‘California Tahoe Conservancy and the Department of Parks
and Recreation would be required to develop the Lake Tahoe
Water Trail Plan through a collaborative partnership with
other interested persons, organizations, and agencies , and
submit the plan to the Legislature.

‘and acquire real property or interests in real property for the |

08/30/2007-In committee: Set,

first hearing. Held under
submission.

Watch

AB 1252
Caballero

Statewide Park Development and Community
Revitalization Act of 2007,

The Urban Park Act of 2006 (act) requires the Department
of Parks and Recreation (department) to establish a local
assistance program to offer grants, on a competitive basis,
to various local entities and nonprofit organizations, as
defined, for the acquisition or development, or both, of
urban parks and recreational areas and facilities. Heavily
urbanized counties are authorized to apply for these grants.
This bill would change the name of the act to the Statewide
Park Development and Community Revitalization Act of
2007. A city, regional park district, district, joint powers
authority, or county, in addition to specified nonprofit

09/10/2007-Withdrawn from
committee. Ordered placed on
third reading file. (Ayes 24,
Noes 15. Page 2541.)

Watch

CALCOG-
support
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‘proceeds of any moneys received from the disposition of the

property would be paid into the Deficit Recovery Bond
Retirement Sinking Fund Subaccount, a continuously
‘appropriated fund. By increasing the amount transferred

linto a continuously appropriated fund, this bill would make
-an appropriation. This bill contains other related provisions
‘and other existing laws.

AB 1350

‘Nunez

W.q_.w:m_uo_.,nmzo: bond funds.
‘Existing law, the Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air
Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006, approved by

the voters as Proposition 1B in the November 2006 general
election, establishes the Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction,
Air Quality, and Port Security Fund of 2006 in the State
Treasury. Specified moneys in the fund are required to be
deposited in the Transit System Safety, Security, and
Disaster Response Account to be made available, upon
appropriation by the Legisiature, for capital projects that

.provide increased protection against a security and safety
‘threat, and for capital expenditures to increase the capacity

of transit operators to develop disaster response
transportation systems. This bill would require these funds
to be allocated to transit operators for eligible projects, as
defined, based on various formulas, and would require funds
to be allocated by the Office of Emergency Services in
consuitation with the Office of Homeland Security. An
eligible applicant would be required to annually advise the
Office of Emergency Services of the applicant's need for
funding in the following fiscal year, and the office would
submit a request to the Department of Finance and to the
legisiative budget committees in that regard. The bill wouid
enact other related provisions .

108/23/2007-In committee:
Hearing postponed by
committee. (Refers to
8/20/2007 hearing)

‘Watch

AB 13531

Levine

Transportation: state-local partnerships.

Existing law, the Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air
Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006, approved by
the voters as Proposition 1B in the November 2006 general
election, establishes the Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction,
Air Quality, and Port Security Fund of 2006 in the State
Treasury. The act authorizes the issuance of $19.925 billion

1of general obligation bonds for various transportation
purposes, including $1 billion for the State-Local Partnership

Program, to be allocated by the California Transportation
Commission to eligible transportation agencies, subject to

submission.

08/30/2007-In committee: Set,
ifirst hearing. Held under :

Watch

RCRC-oppose
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commercial goods, and users of public transportation , in a
rmanner that is suitable to the rural, suburban, or urban
context of the general plan . By requiring new duties of local
officials, this bill would impose a state-mandated local
program. This bill contains other related provisions and
other existing laws.

AB 1455

‘California Air Quality Zones. 08/30/2007-In committee: Set, :Watch PARTNERSHIP-
Arambula Existing law establishes specified economic development first hearing. Held under support

zones in the state and various tax and other incentives for  submission.

.making financial investments in those zones. This bill would

authorize the State Air Resources Board , on or before

January 1, 2017, to designate California Air Quality Zones in

the state based on specified air quality and other criteria.
AB 1612 ‘Vehicles: hazardous materials: permits. 09/12/2007-Re-referred to Watch CSAC-support
‘Nava Existing law, the Biennial Inspection of Terminals Program, Com. on TRANS., file notice

generally requires the Department of the California Highway waived. From committee: With

Patrol to inspect, at least every 25 months, every terminal recommendation: That Senate

of a motor carrier who operates certain vehicles. A terminal amendments be concurred in.

'that has attained 2 consecutive satisfactory compliance (Y 13. N 0.) (Sept 12). Senate

ratings pursuant to those inspections is eligible for amendments concurred in. To

administrative review in lieu of the next required inspection, 'enroliment. (Y 70. N 0.)

unless specified circumstances apply. The bill would prohibit

a motor carrier of hazardous materials from being granted

administrative review in lieu of those inspections at any

terminal from which specified hazardous materials carrying

‘vehicies are operated. This bill contains other related

provisions and other existing laws.
AB 1672 California Transportation Commission. 09/11/2007-In Assembly. Watch
‘Nunez Existing law, the Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air Concurrence in Senate

Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006, approved by amendments pending. Senate

the voters as Proposition 1B in the November 2006 general amendments concurred in. To

election, establishes the Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction,
Air Quality, and Port Security Fund of 2006 in the State
Treasury. Existing law requires specified moneys in the fund
to be deposited in designated accounts and funds to be
available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for
allocation by the California Transportation Commission for
‘certain transportation-related purposes. This bill would
‘require the commission to provide written notification to the
chairs of the appropriate policy committees of the
Legisiature not less than 30 days prior to adopting changes

enroliment. (Ayes 47. Noes 30.
Page 3280.)
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pursuant to a mapping process in accordance with certain
standards, prioritized in a certain order and applied in a
manner consistent with specified federal law. This bill
contains other related provisions,

ACR 12
Parra

Agriculture: frost damage.

This measure would request the Public Utilities Commission
to cooperate with the state's public utilities in immediately
approving advice filings to establish appropriate payment
deferral programs for citrus and other affected growers
‘whose crops were destroyed as a result of the cold storms
and consequent frost damage that occurred in January
2007, The measure would also request the commission to
authorize recovery for the actual administrative costs, with
the exception of interest foregone on deferred amounts, and
‘recovery of uncollected deferred amounts incurred by the
state's public utilities as a result of this program.

02/21/2007-Re-referred to
Com.on U, & C.

Watch

SB S
m_.o_,‘,:mﬁ_]_m;

Trade corridor improvement: transportation project
selection.

‘Existing law, the Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air
Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006, authorizes the
issuance of $19.925 billion of state general obligation bonds
for specified purposes, including high-priority transportation
corridor improvements. This bill would establish a process
.administered by the California Transportation Commission
for allocation of these funds. The bill would designate 4
trade corridors eligible to receive funding. The bill would
establish criteria for project selection based on improvement
of mobility of freight and improvement of air quality, as
specified, and would require a proposed project to be
included in a corridor plan developed by affected agencies
specified in the bill. The bill would also provide for
$50,000,000 to be allocated to projects located o utside of
those trade corridors that meet the selection criteria. The bill
would require projects to be ready for construction by June
30, 2013. The bill would require the commission to adopt
guidelines for the allocation of these funds by April 1, 2008,
‘would require an annual report to the Legislature and
'Governor beginning on January 1, 2009, and would enact
‘other related provisions. This bill contains other existing
laws.

08/30/2007-Set, second
hearing. Held in committee and
under submission.

Sent Ltr.
Request
Amend.

KERN COG-
oppose

SB 16

wronm_ agency finance: limited obligation bonds.

07/02/2007-Chaptered by the

Watch
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‘sources. This bill would impose a state-mandated local

program by requiring the district to develop and administer,
in consultation with the state board, a voluntary program to

-remove high polluter vehicles within the district by

exchanging high polluter vehicles in the district for donated
vehicles, as provided. The bill wouid require the district to
certify that the exchange of any 2 vehicles results in

‘quantified lower net emissions. The bill would limit the

program to 200 vehicle exchanges annually. The bill would
authorize the district to use any interest generated from the

funds allocated to the district from the Traffic Congestion

Relief Fund, upon appropriation, for the purpose of
administering the program. Priority to be given to low
income. The bill would require the district to submit a

‘report, on or before January 1, 2012, relating to the

implementation and status of the program, including, but
not limited to, the number of vehicies donated. The biil
would repeal these provisions on January 1, 2013, This bill
contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

SB 45
Perata

Private postsecondary education.

The former Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education
Reform Act of 1989, which became inoperative on July 1,
2007, and is to be repealed on January 1, 2008, generally
set minimum standards of instructional quality, ethical and
‘business practices, health and safety, and fiscal
responsibility for private postsecondary and vocational
educational institutions, as defined. The act established the
Bureau for Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education
in the Department of Consumer Affairs. The former act
required the bureau, among other things, to review and
investigate all institutions, programs, and courses of
instruction approved under the act. This bili would extend
these provisions so that they apply until July 1, 2008. This
bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

09/19/2007-Enrolled. To
Governor at 11:45 a.m.

Watch

Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act of
2006: Regional Planning, Housing, and Infill Incentive
Account.

The Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act of 2006
authorizes the issuance of bonds in the amount of

'$2,850,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation

Bond Law. Proceeds from the sale of these bonds are
required to be used to finance various existing housing

07/16/2007-Read second time.
Amended. Re-referred to Com.
on APPR.

Watch
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procedures whereby a person may file a claim to the
property or to the net proceeds from its sale, Those
-provisions also specify the procedures for transferring the
property from the holder of the property to the state and for
administering the property. This bill would modify the
procedures governing the disposition of unclaimed property.
The bill would provide that, within 165 days after the final
date for filing the report described above, the Controller
'shall mail a notice, as specified, to each person having an
.address listed in the report who appears to be entitled to
property of the value of $50 or more escheated under these
provisions. It would require the Controller to establish and
conduct a notification program designed to inform owners
about the possible existence of unclaimed property received
pursuant to these provisions. The bill would make specified
changes regarding the duties of a holder of property that
has escheated and the duties of the Controller after
receiving the property, including a requirement that the
Controller retain the property for 18 months from specified
‘dates. The bill would make other related changes. This bill
contains other related provisions and other existing faws.
Appropriates $300 million for partial implementation of the
regional planning and infrastructure portion of Proposition
1C. This measure includes provisions that requires
consistency either with a regional blueprint or an existing
local plan and additionally makes blueprint consistency an
additional factor to be considered in evaluating applications
to the State Department of Housing and Community
Development,

SB 88
Committee on
‘Budget and
Fiscal Review

‘Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air Quality, and
Port Security Bond Act of 2006: implementation.
Existing law, the Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air
Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006, approved by
'the voters as Proposition 1B at the November 7, 2006,
general election, authorizes the issuance of $19.925 billion
of general obligation bonds for specified purposes, including
reducing emissions and improving air quality in trade
corridors, State Route 99 corridor enhancements, port
security projects, schoolbus retrofit and replacement
purposes, state transportation improvement program
augmentation, public transit and passenger rail

[improvements, transit security projects, local bridge seismic :

108/24/2007-Chaptered by

Secretary of State. Chapter
181, Statutes of 2007,

Watch
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‘emissions or the effects of greenhouse gas emissions, as

required by CEQA, including, but not limited to, effects
associated with transportation or energy consumption. The
Resources Agency would be required to certify and adopt
‘those guidelines by January 1, 2010. The OPR would be
required to periodically update the guidelines to incorporate
new information or criteria established by the State Air
Resources Board pursuant to the California Global Warming
Solutions Act of 2006. ARB must determine 1950 GHG
emissions level and approve statewide GHG limit to achieve
25% reduction of GHG by 2020,

SB 1i4
Florez

Disaster relief.

Existing law authorizes a county board of supervisors to
‘provide by ordinance for the reassessment of property that
is damaged or destroyed, without fault on the part of the
assessee, by a major misfortune or calamity, upon the
application of the assessee or upon the action of the county
assessor with the board's approval, With respect to certain

‘counties that have adopted reassessment ordinances and

have been declared by the Governor to be in a state of
emergency as a resuit of certain events, existing law
provides for state allocations of the estimated amounts of
‘the reductions in property tax revenues resulting in certain
fiscal years from reassessments under those ordinances.
Existing law also continuously appropriates, without regard
to fiscal years, moneys in the Special Fund for Economic
Uncertainties for purposes of funding these state allocations.
This bill would provide for similar state allocations with
respect to property tax revenue reductions resulting from a
reassessment for damages incurred within the Counties of El
Dorado, Fresno, Imperial, Kern, Kings, Madera, Merced,
Monterey, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Luis
Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Stanislaus, Tulare,
Ventura, and Yuba that were declared by the Governor to be
in a state of emergency due to severe freezing conditions
that commenced January 11, 2007. This bill contains other
related provisions and other existing laws.

09/21/2007-Chaptered by
Secretary of State - Chapter
No. 223, Statutes of 2007

ms__mﬂn:

SB 116
‘Maldonado

Unemployment compensation benefits: freezing
weather.

Existing law provides that an individual is considered
"unemployed” for the purpose of eligibility for
unemployment compensation benefits if, for any week of

09/12/2007-Enrolled. To
Governer at 4 p.m.

iWatch
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-and county general plans, including specific plans, habitat

conservation plans, zoning ordinances, and design
standards, (3) grants to counties and the cities, if any, in

‘those counties to prepare collaborative strategic growth
_plans, subject to specified criteria, and (4) grants and loans
‘to local agency formation commissions to prepare and adopt

municipal service reviews and spheres of influence. The bili
woulid also provide that the funding for the programs under
(1), (2), and (4) includes the costs of complying with the
‘California Environmental Quality Act. The bill would require
the office to prepare and adopt regutations for this purpose
that meet specified criteria and would require the office to
cooperate with the Secretary of the Resources Agency in
any independent audits of expenditures pursuant to these

-provisions. This bill contains other related provisions and

other existing laws.

‘SB 184
Alquist

Transportation projects.

Existing law authorizes a regional or local entity that is the
sponsor of, or is eligible to receive funding for, a project
contained in the state transportation improvement program
to expend its own funds for any component of a project
within its jurisdiction that is included in an adopted state
transportation improvement program, and for which the
commission has not made an allocation. Existing law
requires these expenditures to be reimbursed by the state,
under specified conditions. Existing law limits these
_provisions to projects advanced for expenditures by an
eligible regional or local entity within the 12 months
preceding the date the project would otherwise be allocated
funding by the commission. This bill would instead limit
these provisions to projects advanced for expenditure by an
eligible regional or local entity that are programmed in the
current fiscal year of the state transportation improvement
program, would require the regional or local entity to
request an allocation from the commission no later than the
time of the first expenditure for the project, and would make
other related changes.

09/12/2007-Enrolled. To
Governor at 4 p.m,

Watch

SB 240
Florez

San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control
District.

Existing law authorizes air pollution control districts and air
quality management districts, except as provided, to levy a

fee up to $2 on motor vehicles, and authorizes the districts

08/30/2007-Set, second
hearing. Held in committee and
under submission.

iWatch
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subjects or geographic segments of the planning area. This
bill would reqguire the general plan, and each of its elements
to encompass a pianning and projection period of at least 20
years, except for the housing element , and would require
each element, except for the housing , conservati on, and
open-space elements, to be updated at least every 10 years.
The bill would require the housing element to be updated as
‘specified, and would require the conservation element and
the open-space element to be updated concurrently with the |
housing element. This bill contains other related provisions
and other existing laws.

SB 375
Steinberg

‘Transportation planning: travel demand models:

review.

Existing law requires certain transportation planning
activities by the Department of Transportation and by
‘designated regional transportation planning agencies,
including development of a regional transportation pian.
Existing law authorizes the California Transportation
Commission, in cooperation with the regional agencies, to
prescribe study areas for analysis and evaluation. This bill
would require the commission, by July 1, 2008, to adopt
guidelines for travel demand models used in the
development of regional transportation plans by certain
transportation planning entities. The bill would require the
Department of Transportation to assist the commission, on
request, in this regard, and would impose other related
requirements. This bill contains other related provisions and
other existing laws.

109/12/2007-From committee
‘sustainable communities strategy: environmental ‘with author's amendments.

Read second time. Amended.
Re-referred to Com. on APPR,

.Oppose Unless

Amended

RCRC-oppose
LEAGUE OF
CITIES-oppose
CSAC-oppose

SB 445
‘Torlakson

Road User Task Force.

Existing law provides various sources of revenue to fund
state highway and local road maintenance, operation, and
improvement, including a state-imposed per-galion fuel tax
of 18 cents. This bill would create, until January 1, 2009, the
Road User Task Force, with 14 members appointed by the
Legislature, Governor, California Transportation
Commission, city and county organizations, and other
specified entities. The bill would require the task force to
hold at least 3 public hearings around the state and to
report to the Legislature and Governor by January 1, 2009,
on alternatives to the current system of taxing road users
through per-gallon fuel taxes. The bill would make

07/02/2007-Set, first hearing.
Hearing canceled at the request
of author,

Support

CALCOG-
support
LEAGUE OF
CITIES-
support
CSAC-support
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receive an allocation of funds appropriated from the
account. The bill would require the California Transportation
Commission and the Controller to administer these
.provisions.

SB 717
‘Perata

‘Transportation Investment Fund.

‘Existing law specifies the allocation of funds in the
Transportation Investment Fund, derived from a portion of
‘the sales tax on gascline, to various transportation projects
‘and programs. Article XIX B of the California Constitution
‘requires, commencing with the 2003-04 fiscal year, that
sales taxes on motor vehicie fuel that are deposited into the
Generat Fund be transferred to the Transportation
Investment Fund for allocation for those transportation
purposes until the end of the 2007-08 fiscal year.
Thereafter, Article XIX B requires these revenues to be
allocated to broad categories of transportation purposes,
including 20% for programs funded by the Public
Transportation Account, 40% for transportation capital
improvement projects in the State Transportation
Improvement Program, and 40% for apportionment to cities
and counties pursuant to certain formulas for road
maintenance and construction purposes. This bill would
continue the Transportation Investment Fund in existence
‘and would specify the use of revenues deposited in that fund
‘from gasoline sales tax revenues subject to Article XIX B
beginning in the 2008-09 fiscal year, Moneys in the fund
would be continuously appropriated without regard to fiscal
year.

09/20/2007-Enrolled. To
Governor at 10 a.m.

Watch

CALCOG-
support
LEAGUE OF
CITIES-
support
CSAC-support

SB 719
WZmnrmao

San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control
District: district board membership.

Existing law establishes the San Joaquin Vailey Unified Air
‘Pollution Control District formed by the Counties of Fresno,
‘Kern, Kings, Madera, Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and
‘Tulare, and consisting of the Counties of Fresno, Kings,
Madera, Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Tulare, and
‘that portion of the County of Kern that is within the San
caquin Valley Air Basin, as a single integrated agency with
all staff under one centralized management structure that is
able to implement programs on a basinwide basis. Existing
law requires the district to be governed by a district board
composed of a total of 11 voting members. Of those
members, existing law requires 8 members to be appointed

109/14/2007-Enrolled. To

Governor at 4 p.m.

iWatch
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SB 748
Corbett

‘Transportation: state-local partnerships.

Proposition 1B, approved by the voters at the November
WNoom general election, enacts the Highway Safety, Traffic
‘Reduction, Air Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006,
‘which authorizes the issuance of $19.925 billion of general
iobligation bonds for various transportation purposes,
including $1 billion for the State-Local Partnership Program,
to be allocated by the California Transportation Commission
to eligible transportation projects nominated by
transpartation agencies, subject to appropriation by the
Legislature. Existing law requires a dollar-for-dollar match of
local funds for projects funded with these bond funds. This
bill would state the purposes of the State-Local Partnership
Program and would require the California Transportation
Commission to adopt guidelines for the program. The bil
would define eligible local matching funds under the
program for purposes of the required doliar-for-doliar
match, and would establish an application procedure for
eligible applicants to nominate projects. The bill would limit
the amount of bond funding for a single project to
$25,000,000 in a single funding cycle. The bill would
describe the categories of projects that may be funded
through the program, would establish timelines for
expenditure of the funds, and would provide for the
‘reallocation of funding if those timelines are not met. The
bill would require the commission to include in its annual
report to the Legislature a summary of its activities related
to the program, as specified.

08/30/2007-Set, first hearing.

‘Hearing canceled at the reguest

of author.

‘Watch

RCRC-support
LEAGUE OF
CITIES-
support
CSAC-support

‘SB 803
Lowenthal

Transportation enhancement funds: community
conservation corps.

Existing federal law, as part of the comprehensive surface
‘transportation program, allocates transportation funds to
each state for transportation enhancement projects. This
bifl, with respect to federal funds made available to the state
for transportation enhancement projects, would require
transportation planning agencies, county transportation
commissions or authorities, and congestion management
agencies to adopt criteria that give priority in the selection
of these projects to the sponsors of eligible projects that
partner with, or commit to employ the services of, a
community conservation corps, as defined, or the California
Conservation Corps, to construct or undertake the project.

09/12/2007-Enrolled. To
Governor at 4 p.m.

Watch

34
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related provisions and other existing laws.
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