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September 22, 2006

Mr. Trinidad Rodriguez

ChairmanCouncil of Fresno County Governments

2035 Tulare Street, Suite 201
Fresno, CA 93721

Dear Mr. Rodriguez:

We are writing to request your review and comment on the Draft Strategic Action Proposal from the California
Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley (Partnership) titled The San Joaquin Valley: California’s 21"

Century Opportunity.

The Partnership is an unprecedented effort to focus attention on the needs of the San Joaquin Valley and to
work with local elected officials and civic leaders to achieve the brightest future possible for the region.

Enclosed is an Executive Summary of the Draft Strategic Action Proposal which will be considered for final
adoption by the Partnership Board on Thursday, October 26, 2006, beginning at 1 PM, at California State
University, Fresno, Smittcamp Alumni House. The complete report is available on the Business,
Transportation and Housing Agency (BTH) website: www.bth.ca.gov

We welcome both written comments submitted in advance and/or public testimony on October 26™. We are

requesting statements of “support in concept” with recommendations for proposed amendments or additions.
Enclosed is a form for your convenience to provide feedback.

In the next few weeks, Partnership Board Members will be briefing elected officials and civic leadership
organizations about the Strategic Action Proposal: We hope you will have the opportunity to attend one of
these events. You may also request a presentation for your organization by contacting Ms. Belen Torres at

BTH (916-323-5401).

We welcome your feedback and comments. And, we look forward to continuing to work together fora
brighter future for the San Joaquin Valley.

~ Sincerely,

/@ﬂnl—%’%%@m

Sunne Wright McPeak

OOWE-LJ @\u.:zjr - féf/%//(

Supervisor Connie Conway Fritz Grupe'

680 oth Street, Suite 2450 » Sacramento, CA 95814-2719 » (916) 323-5400 « 1(800) 924-2842 » Fax: (916) 323-5440
FLEX YOUR POWER! « BE ENERGY EFFIC[EN'H" -



California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley
Draft Strategic Action Proposal

The San Joaquin Valley: California’s 21 * Century Opportunity

Executive Summary

The San Joaquin Valley—comprised of the eight counties of Kern, Tulare, Kings, Fresno, Madera,
Merced, Stanislaus and San Joaquin, with sixty-two cities and more than 3.4 million residents—has a
long history of contributions to the success of California. Although it is recognized worldwide as an
agriculture powerhouse and is one of the fastest growing regions in the nation, it also is one of the
most challenged in comparison to the rest of the state:

» Average per capita incomes are 32.2% lower.
College attendance is consistently 50% below the average.
s Violent crime is 24% higher.
» Access to healthcare is 31% lower.

 Air quality is among the worst in the nation.

Governor Amold Schwarzenegger established the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley
(Partnership) by Executive Order in June 2005 in an unprecedented effort to focus attention on the
needs of the region. As the Governor stated in the Executive Order, “The strength of California is
tied to the economic success of the San Joaquin Valley.” Through the year 2030, the growth rate of
the region is projected to be 65% higher than the state average. How effectively the region
accommodates this growth will be an important determinant of California’s future.

The Partnership Board includes twenty-six members appointed by the Governor—eight Cabinet
Secretaries, eight locally-elected officials, eight civic leaders, and two Deputy Chairs—plus five
liaisons to major policy bodies. The Governor directed preparation of a Strategic Action Proposal by
the end of October 2006 for long-term economic prosperity and well-being in the San Joaquin Valley.
To accomplish this assignment, the Partnership: formed ten Work Groups (Economic Development;
Higher Education and Workforce Development; K-12 Education; Transportation; Land Use,
Agricalture and Housing; Air Quality; Water; Energy; Health and Human Services; and Advanced
‘Communications Services and Information Technology); coordinated activities with the Federal
Interagency Task Force; conducted Public Forums and Roundtables with Local Elected Officials in
each of the eight counties; and consulted the State Legislators and Members of Congress from the
Valley. More than 1,000 people participated in the Work Groups and Public Forums.

The Strategic Action Proposal—-The San Joaquin Valley: California’s 2 I'* Century Opportunity—
sets forth overall strategies and specific actions with accompanying indicators to measure progress.
It builds on the existing strengths and addresses the current challenges to achieve a Prosperous
Economy, Quality Environment, and Social Equity—the “3Es” of sustainable growth. It embraces
and enhances the assets that define and unify the region—such as the San Joaquin River and
Highway 99--as leading strategies to attract investment. It recognizes the Valley’s heritage of
agriculture as the foundation for economic growth and forges new frontiers for prosperity by
identifying five key industry clusters to target for development: (1) Agribusiness, including Food
Processing, Agricultural Technology, and Biotechnology; (2) Manufacturing; (3) Supply Chain
Management and Logistics; (4) Health and Medical Care; and (5) Renewable Energy. o
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September 20, 2006

The Honorable Arold Schwarzenegger, Governor
State of California

State Capito! Building

Sacramento, California 95814

Re:  California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

We applaud the initiative taken by your administration to establish the California Partnership for the San
Joaquin Valley and the inclusive process that has produced the recommendations outlined in the _
Partnership’s Strategic Action Proposal for the Valley. The Proposal represents the efforts of literally
hundreds of business, community, government and education Jeaders from throughout the eight-county

region and addresses the many interconnected issues that contribute to economic vitality and quality of
life in the San Joaquin Valley.

As you know, the San Joaquin Valley is one of the fastest growing regions in California. Within our
eight counties are significant challenges, but just as many opportunities. We believe the future of
California will be directed by the future of the San Joaquin Valley. Our region can continue to struggle
with intense economic, environmental and social challenges, or we can act now and create a vibrant
region that provides opportunity for its citizens, which is precisely the focus of the California

Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley. The support you have provided our region through the creation

of the Partnership is deeply appreciated. Thank you for “loaning” your senior cabinet members to
support the development of the Strategic Action Proposal. We are sincerely grateful.

Once again, please accept our support for the efforts of the California Partnership for the San Joaquin
Valley. We look forward to working with the other civic leaders in the region 1o ensure the
implementation of the Strategic Action Proposal.

Sincerely,






California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley
Draft Strategic Action Proposal

The San Joaquin Valley: California’s 21" Century Opportunity

RESPONSE FORM

Name of Organization or Individual

Address

Telephone Fax

E-mail Address

We / 1 endorse in concept the Draft Strategic Action Plan: Yes : No
You may list our / my name as a supporter in concept: Yes No

We /I plan to testify at the October 26" Public Hearing: ~ Yes No

Comments and/or Recommendations for Amendments or Additions:

Signature Date

Title Affiliation

Return to the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency, 980 9" Street, Suite 2450, Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax: (916) 323-5402

Attention: Belen Torres

-







